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Rev. Fred Erickson, Pastor

What do you say?

What do you say inyour last newd etter
column? | guessthat questionfollowsshortly
after “What do you say inyour last Board report,
your last sermon, your last ... whatever?’

| haveawaysbeenanoptimist. 1 am
generaly awayslooking ahead with apositive
attitude. | try nottoliveinthepast. 1 want to
takethe best advantage of the opportunitiesthat
arelaying ahead of metoday.

Yes, | do cherish somevery important
relationshipsthat | haveformed that have been
hel pful, inspiring, and rewarding—even thosethat
have been challenging, becausethey have hel ped
megrow. | will, indeed, missthose. | will miss
thefriendshipsthat | haveforged.

| will cherish the successesand theexciting
thingsthat have happened over thepast five
years. | will try not to grievetoo much over
thoseareasinwhich | wish we could have done
more.

| will appreciatethe growthwe ve made
together in Bible study, and in our discoveringthe
Bible'sincrediblerelevanceto our strugglesto
livefathfully today indifficult times.

| will delight inhaving served acongregation
that takesthe mission and outreach obligations of
the Church so serioudly. | will begrateful for the
individual effortsmade by so many to respond
beyond the hard work of the congregation.

| will missthejoy of the children’ssermon
and thedelight weall shared in thegrowth of our
children.

But, | look ahead. | really enjoyed writing
thestories| shared in specia worship services,
0| plantodoalot morewriting. I'll befinishing
someof thestoriesthat I’ ve started, organizing
thosethat | havefinished, and working on some
conceptsthat arefloating aroundin my mind.
Although, we have added over 20,000 milesto
the Motor Homeweweregiven by my parentsa
few yearsago, wefeel we' veonly scratched the

surface of wherewe' d liketo gointhe United
States.

| appreciated the support of the congregation
for my work with the Division of Overseas

Cont'd page 3, column 1

Fred Erickson explains the radio to be used in the Congo
project to Luella Randolph.

Honoring Fred as he
retires October 7

Join uson Sunday, October 7, for worship
and aluncheon following. Wewill honor
Reverend Fred Erickson and thank him for the
many ways he has provided |eadership and
support to our congregation during the past five
years. Hisfamily will bejoining usto help honor
him asheretiresfrom the ministry on October 9,
2007, Fred's65" birthday!

Please bring food to sharefor the carry-in
luncheon —something you know Fredlikes! The
Pastoral Relations Committeewill bring mest
dishesand therewill beaBirthday Cake. Wewill
have special paper to make abook of thank-you
notesfor Fred.

LoisLong
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Leaving means separation

Thereareafew important paragraphsthat
cometo usinthissituationfromthe Genera
CommissiononMinistry of the Christian Church
(Disciplesof Christ). Theguiddinesstatethat the
miniger:

“Doesnot attend or participatewith the
congregationinany way during theinterim
period.”

Further, that:

“I will separatemysdlf from participationin
thelifeof thecongregationfromwhich|l am
resgning or retiring during theinterim/trangtiond
periodandfor at |east oneyear after thearrival
of the new pastor.

“I will beatrueandloya friend to my former
congregation and to itsminister by not making
pastord cdls, hospita cals, or counsding with
members, not presiding at weddingsor funeras
of former parishioners, and by declining all
offices, positionsand respong bilitiesinthis, my
former congregation, except at theinvitation of
thecurrent minigter.”

Why isthisimportant? Theguidelinesfurther
date:

“Theability of thecongregationtoforma
trust relationship with the current minister andto
moveforwardinitsspiritual journey isof highest
concern. Weddings, funeras, visitsand
communication at timesof crigs, illness, or joy
are oftenthe most powerful opportunitiesfor

“What do you say?” from page 1

Ministriesand the DisciplesAmateur Radio
Fellowship that took meto the Congo his past
year, and | plan to do even morework with them
inproducing the promotiona materiastohelp
raisethefundsnecessary to builda
communication system for the church in Equator
Province.

Another thing I’ ll bedoinginmy retirementis
being the pastor’swifeat Dripping Spring
Chrigtian Church. 1t hasawaysbeenrewarding
when Sdlly and | can work together.

So, it'snot somuch“leaving,” asitismoving
inother directionsthat will beequally rewarding,
chdlenging, andfulfilling.

God blessyouall.
Fred
f-"\ Visit our web site:

millersburgchristianchuch.org
Web hosting donated by Socket.

Soc

forging and nurturing thepastoral trust
relationship.”

Theold minister needsto keep out of the
waly so these new relationshipscanformwith the
new minister. So, to serveyou best, the“old
minister” will ceaseto serve on October 9, 2007,
after the Cabinet meeting on that day.

CWF plans October visit
to SERVE

Christian Women'sFellowship planstovisit
SERVE, Inc. on Monday, October 29, at 6:30
p.m. to learn more about the services provided
through SERVE. Following atour of thefacility
and aprogram by Pam Phelps, the group will go
out for pizza. SERVE hasbeenoneof MCC'’s
mission projectsfor many years. Joinus!

LoisLong

CWF schedule planned
At amesting at thehome of Terri Collins, the
Christian Women'’sFellowship (CWF) planned
their meeting schedulefor thecoming year. Their
schedulefor 2007-08 isasfollows:

Tuesday, September 18, 2007
Terri Collins

Panning meeting
Monday, October 29, 2007
LoisLong
SERVE
Thursday, December 6, 2007
Carolyn Bethell
Christmas, cookieexchange
Thursday, January 10, 2008
MaurineLong
TBA
Thursday, February 7, 2008
Thursday, M arch 6, 2008
BrendaRose
CMCA
Thursday, April 3, 2008
Vicki Fritz

0—
1,000 —
2,000 —
3,000 —
4,000 —
5,000 —
6,000 —
7,000 —
8,000 —
9,000 —

10,000 —
11,000 —
12,000 —
13,000 —
14,000 —
15,000 —

HVAC campaign
getting the
temperature down

™\

{$12,274

16,000 —
17,000 —b

Head Start
Thursday, May 1, 2008
BarbaraMoran
Artsand Craftsat Barbara's
Datesand programs subject to change




Prayers

Sympathy

Sympathy for John and Lynn Reynolds.
John’smother, WandaReynolds, died on August
30.

Concerns

Prayersfor Ken Bright.

Continued prayersfor BarbaraDexter.

Continued prayersfor Cindy Baumgartner.

Continued prayersfor Pat and Richard
Shores.

Continued prayersfor Pam Brady and family.

Continued prayersfor Shirley Martin’ssister.

Prayersfor servicemen and women and their
families

Prayersfor Peacein our homes,
communities, nation and theworld.

Four Generations gather at the shower for baby Ava Marie
Bush. With her are Grandmother Vicki Fritz, Great
Grandmother Jessie Vaughn, and mother Jana Bush.

Joys
Congratulaionstodl of her family! Ava
Marie Bush wasborn August 30, 2007, to Jana

and Kerry Bush. Sheisthegranddaughter of
Terry and Vicki Fritzand nieceof Dustin Fritz.

Shareinthejoy andthe
celebration of Lance Corporal
John McCldlan’smiraculous
recovery fromwoundsre-
ceivedinlragthroughthe
webgte: http://
www.mymiraclemarine.com.
Thestory issoontobea
book by Connie
McCldlan: My Miracle
Marine.

Sign up opportunities

Therearesevera “signup” opportunitieson
the Bulletin Board inthe Narthex of the church.

Thereisstill theopportunity to Signup to
work at the Central Missouri Food Bank. You
may indicate Mon-Fri, amor pm.

Cookiesare needed for the CROPwalk on
Sunday, September 30.

Bread isneeded each week for communion.

October Communion

Elders
Carol Cox | .
ElaneLong

Ushers
Terri Collins

Preparation
TomHaas

Bread
Oct 7—Lynn Reynolds
Oct 14 — Carol Cox
Oct 21—

Oct 28 —

Attendance
September 2...... 35 September 16.... 33
September 9...... 35 September 23.... 43

August finance report
We need to receive $4,824 each month to meet our budget

Month Year to date
Beginning Baance $3,610.25 $10,084.43
Income $3,602.86 $30,424.40
Expenses $3,851.46 $37,147.18
Ending Baance $3,361.65 $ 3,361.65




President’s Ponderings

Jeff and | had an eye-opening and wonderful
experience on our recent short-termmissiontrip
to Quito, Ecuador. Weworked building lagrillo
(brick) wallsfor achurch next toanew daycare
(MamaYali’s). Wea so helpedlead Vacation
Bible School at acoupleof daycarecentersina
poor, mountains de community called Atachucho.
Thank you for your generous donations of
suppliesfor thedaycare centers. Theneedis
great, and your giftsaregrestly appreciated by
therecipients!

Our work was organized through SIFAT
(Servantsin Faith and Technology).
Acknowledging Chrigt’sconcernfor thespiritua
aswdll asthe physical aspectsof Hischildren,
SIFAT respondsby sharing God'slovein
practical ways. Faith and technology are merged
for the purpose of enabling the poor to develop
holigticaly in JesusChrigt. | wasespecidly
impressed by their work toimprovethelivesof
families, especialy thechildren, throughtheir
work withimproved daycare centers, curriculum
development, and training of thestaff. Many
young children of thedumsarelocked alonein
roomsor tied by the anklejust outsidethe house.
Loving, desperate mothersknow it isunsafeto
let their children roam the streetsand they
themselves must work long hoursto bring home
food. Now SIFAT ishelping thelocal mothers
establish safe, nurturing, educationa daycaresfor
their children.

SIFAT’sgoal isempowerment, to break the
cycleof poverty through education. Parentswho
havetheresourcesto feed and clothetheir own
kidswill turntotheir neighborsand beginto
develop asacommunity. Oneprogram, “ Sister
to Sister”, started in 2004 with 10women. They
received training and materia sfrom SIFAT to
makejewelry and giftsout of Ecuadorean nuts,
stones, and fabrics. Now with 17 members,
each woman contributes her equal shareof items

to the cooperativethat isnow salf-sustaining.
Moniesfrom the sale of these Ecuadorean hand-
crafted itemsgo back to the coop membersto
improvetheir families’ lives. Onemother shared
(through our interpreter) that before Sister to
Sigter, shecould only afford theuniformand
booksto send one of her children to school.
Now, all 5of her children arein school.

Jeff had said that you get so much morethan
you giveon missiontrips, and hewasright. |
was deeply touched by the strong faithand caring
nature of the peoplefrom SIFAT. Andthe
peoplewe worked with, our team membersand
Ecuadoreans, werewarm and friendly. What a
blessing to havethe experiencel

Lord, thank you for the opportunity to serve,

Barbara

Committees seek input

Thenominating committee hasbeen
appointed, and will be seeking candidatesto
serve as Deaconsand Elders. If you haveany
suggestionsto offer, contact amember of the
committee: RitaAdams, Kristen Cassidy,
Carolyn Bethell, Terri Callins, Carol Cox, Vicki
Fritz, and BarbaraMoran.

The Pastoral Search Committee hasbeen
elected, and hasaready begunto function. If
you haveany input youwould liketo offer,
contact amember of thecommittee: Larry
Baumgartner, Pat Baumgartner, Kristen Bright,
ElaineLong, BarbaraMoran, Jeff Moran, Lynn
Reynolds, and BrendaRose.

The Sister to Sister program was organized to train and enable women to develop a
cooperative to make and sale jewelry which is providing basic sustenance to their village in

Quito Ecuador.




Barbara Moran shows Pat
Baumgartner and Carol Cox some of
the items she brought back from

Ecuador.

Deducting Charitable Donations on your Income Tax Return
by Marla Carlson

Thefollowing excerpt hasbeentaken directly
from an IRSrel easeissued on December 14,
2006 and appliesto tax year 2007.

Guidelines for Monetary Donations

To deduct any charitable donation of money,
ataxpayer must have abank record or awritten
communicationfromthecharity showingthe
name of the charity and the date and amount of
the contribution. A bank record includes canceled
checks, bank or credit union statementsand
credit card statements. Bank or credit union
statements should show the name of the charity
and the date and amount paid. Credit card
statements should show the name of the charity

andthetransaction
| posting date.

Donationsof

money includethose
madein cash or by
check, éectronicfunds
transfer, credit card,
and payroll deduction.
For payroll deductions,
thetaxpayer should
retain apay stub, Form
W-2 wage statement or
other document
furnished by the

¢ employer showingthe
¥, total amount withheld
= for charity, dongwith
pl thepledgecard showing

thename of the charity.
Prior law

alowed taxpayersto
back up their donations
- of money with personal

bank registers, diaries

or notes made around

Children’s Church

September 30— Carol Cox
October 7—MarciaLoyd
October 14—LoisLong
October 21 —Yolanda S chaffer
October 28 —Vicki Fritz

October
food item for SERVE:
Soup and crackers

thetime of the donation. Thosetypesof records
arenolonger sufficient.

In addition to the above, also keepin mind
thefollowing:

Anindividua isrequiredto get awritten
acknowledgement from acharity for each
deductible donation (either money or property)
of $250 or more.

Contributionsaredeductibleintheyear
made. Donations charged to acredit card before
theend of theyear count for 2007. Thisistrue
evenif thecredit-card bill isn’t paid until next
year. Also, checks count for 2007 aslong asthey
aremailedin 2007.

Make surethat the organization quaifiesasa
charitableorganization. If inquestion, IRS
Publication 78, availableonline, lissmost
organizationsthat arequalified toreceive
deductiblecontributions.

Tip: contributionsto politica organizations
arenot deductible.

For dl donationsof non-cashitemsincluding
clothing and household items (must bein“ good”
used condition or better), get fromthe charity, a
receipt that includes adescription of the donated
property. If adonationisleft at acharity’s
unattended drop site, keep awritten record of
thedonation, including adescription of the
item(s) and theitem(s) condition.

Thisisagreetly smplifiedoverview“ina
nutshell” for routine cash & non-cash
contributionsthat weal make. Therearemany
typesof donationsand many rulesthat are
congtantly changing and have changed
substantially from 2006 to 2007. Alwaysbesure
to consult with atax preparer to determinethe
rulesasthey apply to your ownindividual
gtuation.

Lectionary Scriptures for October

Sun, Oct 7, 107 Sun, Oct 21, 07
Lamentations1:1-6 Jeremiah 31:27-34
Lamentations3:19- Psam 119:97-104

26 2Timothy 3:14-4:5
or Psalm 137 Luke18:1-8
2Timothy 1:1-14 Sun, Oct 28, ‘07
Lukel17:5-10 Jodl 2:23-32

Sun, Oct 14, ‘07 Psalm 65
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-
Psdm 66:1-12 18
2Timothy 2:8-15 Luke18:9-14

Lukel17:11-19




Missions Committee reports activities

During June, July, and August wewere able
to put together seven “Backpacksof Love”
whichwill betakentothe Festival of Sharingon
October 20th.

During September we focused on the CROP
Walk whichwill beheld September 30th. Our
goal wasto surpassthe 2005 amount of $418.

On September 22nd the Mission Committee
sponsored acarry-in dinner followed by a
“MissionsConnection” program. Fred shared his
experiencesduring histriptothe Congoin
August and September of 2006 aspart of ateam
from the DisciplesAmateur Radio Fellowship
and United Church Amateur Network (DARF/
U-CAN). Barbaraand Jeff Moran shared their
experiencesof their recent trip to Ecuador.

The Reconciliation offering will betaken
October 14th and 21st.

From the Stewardship
and Finance Committee

Everyone should have picked up or received
their packet of information about the Millersburg
Christian Church 2008 budget askings. These
askingsrepresent needsof thevariouschurch
committeeto performtheir work. Themajor
portion of thebudget isfor administrative
expenses. pastoral compensation and various
office expenses. Property maintenance
(electricity, water, phone, insurance, and soon) is
the next largest category of budget expenses. The
other committees (Christian education, worship,
membership, and missions) havegenerdly
requested only afew hundred dollarseach.

Theaskingspacket includesabooklet that
detailseach committee’ sbudget request along
with aletter from thetreasurer showing your
identified givingsto the church through Aug. 31 of
thisyear, and acard on which you canrecord
your estimated giving for theyear 2008.

We ask that you prayerfully consider these
askingsand committogivingtoMillersburg
Chrigtian Church, bothintimeandfinancidly, as
the spirit movesyou. Return these estimates of
givingintheenclosed envelopeto LisaBright
(churchtreasurer) or amember of the Stewarship
and Finance Committee by Sunday, Oct. 7, s0
that we can proceed with preparing budget
recommendationsfor the church board of
directorsand for the congregational meetingon
Nov. 18.

Jeff Moran, Stewardshipand

Finance Committee Chair

Fifty centsof every dollar fromthisoffering
remainsinour regiontofundlocd initiativesthat
assist church-based prograamsthat lift peoplle
out of poverty and help combat racism.

Thenext Mission Committeemeeting will be
held October 14th at 11:45to planfor the
holidays.

Theitemsfor SERVE Food Pantry for
October are soup and crackers.

ElaineLong

Jeff Moran talks with Larry Baumgartner and J.H. Long at the
“Missions Connection” event which featured slides from
Ecuador and Congo.

From the Pastoral
Search Committee:

We have begun the process of search for and
call of anew pastor.

Part of that processcongstsof findinganinterim
pastor to hel p usthrough achurch self-
examination. To beginthat congregational self-
examination, thisissue of the newdetter includes
aquestionnaire (the colored sheet) that we ask
you tofill out and return to the church by Sunday,
Oct. 21. (Thisquestionnairewill also be passed
out in church Sunday, Oct. 14.) This
guestionnaire asksfor your opinion about various
aspectsof churchlifeand what you fedl
Millersburg Christian Church needsin pastoral
leadership for the next severd years. It should
only take about 10-15 minutesto completethis
guestionnaire, and, of course, we need to haveas
many as possi blereturned to the Search
Committee by Sunday, Oct. 21.

The Search Committeewill study and discuss
theresultsof thissurvey at their next meeting,
Tuesday, Oct. 23.

BarbaraGulick from Jefferson City and
Chrgtinelsham-Walsh from Cantonwill fill the
pulpit during the coming few weeks. Please
makethem feel welcome.

Jeff Moran

Search Committee Chair




CROP Walk — September 30

Churchill Memorial — 1:15 pwm

Youth to attend
“YouthFest”

Youth: Please contact Barbaraor Jeff Moran
if youwant to take part in YouthFest, afun,
mission-oriented event for youth in grades 6th-
12th. YouthFest starts Friday evening and ends
Saturday afternoon, October 19-20. It runs
concurrently with Festival of Sharingin Seddia,
Missouri.

Looking Ahead to Advent:

Thisyear'sChristmasprogram (yes, | know,
it'sonly October, but weneedto get al the
duckslined up) will consst of anorigind play by
Jeff Moran (with partsfor 5 older youth, an angel
choir, and an adult choir, and maybe a coupl e of
other folks) and anew Christmas song with
music by Brent Moran.

Jeff Moran

TS2S9 OW ‘uoynd
8ET 'ON Huad

divd

abelsod 's'n
‘610 1o.d-uoN

Callaway Convention
scheduled

Theannua Cdlaway County Convention of
Chrigtian Churcheswill be held Sunday afternoon
September 30 at M okane Christian Church. It
will beginwith apotluck lunch at 12:45 pm, with
themesting beginning at 2:00 pm.

Therewill beaspecial presentation by Amy
Kay Pavlovich, Youth Minister at First Christian
Church, Columbia, about youth ministry. There
will dso bereportsfrom thevariousDisciples
Congregationsin Callaway County onwhat they
aredoing. It should beaninteresting, helpful,
and practica afternoon.

LisaBright hasbeen treasurer for the
Cdlaway County Convention of Christian
Churchesfor many years, and thiswill beher last
year. BarbaraMoranisthe current President of
the Convention. They have both been helping to
planthisevent.
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