Millersburg Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)

“In the heart of the community, with the community at heart”
Serving Christ since 1858 — www.millersburgchristianchurch.org

September, 2007

Rev. Fred Erickson, Pastor

September—the time for new beginnings

Perhapsit isbecause we are accustomed to
the school calendar with whichwegrew up, but
assummer beginsto cometo an end, September
becomesthe season every year whenthetimefor
relaxing, renewal, and re-creating oursalvesturns
into atime of getting back to work and doing
thosethingsthat give uspurposeand fulfillment.

One of themost important thingswe cando
at thistimeisto rededicate oursalvesto faithful
participation in church and worship. Now isthe
timel

Whenweget our livesfocusedinthe
Kingdom of God, we suddenly discover that we
havethetimeand energy to bedoing thosethings
that really matter, that makelifemeaningful and
purposeful, and which bring us peaceand joy.

In particular, Sunday morning, September 9,
isthat moment of new beginnings. Thisisthe
beginning of “Back-to-Church Sunday.” Theday
beginsat 9:15 am with “ Super Spectacular
Sunday School Sunday.” At that timewewiill
haveatime of orientationto the opportunitiesand

Celebrating with Fred
as he retires ...

Reverend Fred Erickson hasshared a
ministry with Millersburg Christian Church for the
past fiveyearsand now wewill celebratehis
decisontoretire, eventhoughwewill grestly
misshisfaithful leadership, bringingthemessage
of the scriptureto uswith apositive and cheerful
outlook that givesusall hope.

Fred hasscheduled hisretirement onhis
65th birthday, October 9, 2007, so wewill honor
him and thank himfor hismany giftstouson
October 7 with specid guestsinworshipand a
cary-inluncheonfollowing.

Peastora Relations Committeewill be
organizing theevent and moredetail swill follow.
Mark your calendar and join usto honor Fred.

LoisLong

offeringsof anew Christian Education program
of the church—with refreshments. Thiswill be
timeto learn about theadirectionwewill be
taking with the education program, and how you
canfitin.

At 10:30 am. wewill resumetheregular fall
time schedulefor worship. Be present. Get your
week started off right. Get your lifeback on
track. Beginall over again.

Congo and Ecuador stories
to be shared

Following their missiontripsto the Congo
and to Ecuador, Fred Erickson and Barbaraand
Jeff Moranwill show
pictures, shareartifacts, and
tell storiesof their tripand
thework of thechurchin
thoseareas. A“Mission
Connections’ fdlowship
“pot luck” dinner and
presentationwill beheld
Saturday, September 22,
beginning at 6:00 pv.

Fred went to Congo last
year on behalf of the
DisciplesAmateur Radio
Fellowship/ United Church
Amateur Network (DARF/
U-CAN) to survey the
communication needsof the
DisciplesCommunity of the
Churchof Christ of the
Congo. DARF/U-CAN will
be building aradio network to connect the
remote and isolated outposts of the church far up
river and deepintheforest. They currently have
Nno meansto share emergency messages or
routine communication except for weeks-long
canoetrips.

Fred Erickson discusses the need
for communication with the
governor of Equator Province in
the Congo.
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9:30a Worship &
Children’s Ch.

Labor Sunday,
come dressed
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Preschool 7-12

6
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Preschool Alumni
5-8
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Trash pick-up
9:00a

as you work! Matt & Amy
Golub
Shayla Rose Janet Latty Ken Owens
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Minister announces retirement

| guess| never really thought about retiring. |
enjoy ministry. | enjoy what | am doing here, and
| feel that good things are happening.

| have particularly appreciated the
opportunity to preach and teachwith a
congregation that enjoyed studying and thinking
about the scriptures. Sermon and lesson
preparation weretwo areasinwhichwegrew
together.

However, therearegood and valid reasons
why retirement isthe best thing for meto do at
thistime.

First, thereistheclock. | will turn65in
October. | anfiveyearsolder thanwhen| first
showed up here. | don’t quite havetheenergy |
usedto have. | hadto give up beingacamp
counselor inour Area ssenior high camping
program—couldn’t keep up. Thisisa
congregation that isdoing alot, and deservesa
minister who can keep up.

Secondly, weareinatimeof transition. We
aretryingto develop new strategiesto reach out
to new peopl e, and toimprove participation by
some of our current members. Thisprovidesan
opportunity to find the person who hasthose
specid skills.

From the Stewardship
and Finance Committee:

We havethe askingsfrom each of the church
committees, and Stewardship and Financewill
put that information together for presentationto
membersand friends of the congregation for
consideration. We ask those membersand
friendsto prayerfully consider what thechurch
meansto them when they are asked to pledgein
support of thework we do asacongregation.

For folkswho giveregularly (e.g., monthly or
weekly), it hasbeen pointed out that that can be
doneviaautomatic debit from abank account (as
isdonewithalot of “bill” payment thesedays).
Thisoption hasthe potential advantagesof being
lesstroublefor both the donor and the church
treasurer, aswell ashel ping assurethe church of
lessfluctuationinincomefrom month to month
dueto peoplebeing gone, on vacation, during the
summer, etc. If peopleareinterested inthis
aspect of pledging, it only takesafew minutesto
fill out aform and attach avoided check.

Thanks.

Jeff Moran

Third, thiswill givemethe opportunity todo
someother facetsof ministry on avolunteer
basis. Thereare many needs by congregations
and organi zationsthat do not havethe meansto
provide saary support—and which could benefit
fromtheskillsl do have.

So, intheend, | guess| don't see myself
“retiring.” | see both of usmoving onto do great
andwonderful thingsintheKingdom.

Fred

Sunday School resumes Sept. 9

Chrigtian Education Committeeisplanning “ Chrigtian
Educationisfor al ages’. Wewill gather inthe basement at
9:15a.m. each Sunday. On September 9 therewill be snacks
aswestart theyear.

Labor Sunday observed

On Labor Sunday, September 2, weareal
invited to cometo worship in the manner of dress
wenormally wear to work, or to school, or to do
what wedoinretirement. Let uscelebrate
together the contribution we maketo our
community and to our society.

Also, weareasking everyoneto bringan
object that symbolizeswhat we do so that it can
be placed up front asaway to honor our
offeringsto build aconstructiveworld together.

The women and men who helped organize the pie supper
show off their aprons worn at the event.



Prayers

Concerns

Welift up JanaFritz Bush who hasbeen
placed on bed rest until the baby comesdueto
high blood pressure.

Prayersfor Ken Bright who has continued
health concerns.

Continued prayersfor BarbaraDexter who
has complicationsfrom emphysema.

Continued prayersfor Cindy Baumgartner.

Continued prayersfor Pat and Richard

/ Shores.
' Continued prayersfor Pam Brady and family.
] Prayersfor Shirley Martin'ssister whois

\ Prayersfor servicemen and women and their

undergoing treatment for cancer.

families.
Prayersfor Peacein our homes,
communities, nation and theworld.

Joys

Wergoicewith ElaineLong who received
her 30 year pin at the wel come back to school
dinner Monday, August 13.

Joy that L uellaRandol ph hasbeeninworship
& flowshipwithugl

E-.-ﬁ; My CWEF to plan activities

N Terri Callinsisinvitingal of the

P ”'-.I = womeninthechurchto her homeon
AR~ Tuesday, September 18, for asalad

'~ supper beginning at 6:30Pv. Bringa
;, saladto share.
The*program” for the meeting will bethe
nua planning session to suggest mesting
topics, locations, and programsfor theyear.
Comeand provideyou ideasand input.

Thanks

Dear Fred,

Thisisabelated noteto expressour thanks
for letting ususeyour building last month. Please
thank those who wereinconvenienced by our
being there, and please accept the enclosed
check [$100] asasmall token of our gratitude.

Sincerdy,

DennisSwearngin

Jduly 07

| want to thank everyonefor the cardsand
prayers. The support was appreciated and it
helpswiththerecovery.

Sincerdy,

Terri Collins

Errol and Hazel Pahl expresstheir thanksfor
thecards, visitsand prayersfor their family at the
time of the death of Aaron M cCracken whowas
the husband of their granddaughter, Crystal.

Tomy friends,

Thank youfor all thecards, letters, and calls
during my 8-day stay inthe hospital. Thank you
alsofor al of thecardssent for my birthday.

Peggy Rose

September Communion

Elders
LoisLong
LynnReynolds
Usher
BethHaas
Preparation
Vicki Fritz
Bread
Sep 2—-AnnaSue Harmon
Sep 9— Pat Baumgartner
Sep 16 —-Lynn Reynolds
Sep 23— Vicki Fritz

Sep 30 -
Attendance
Augusts............ 24 Augusti9.......... 24
Augustie.......... 32 August.......... 31

July finance report
We need to receive $4,824 each month to meet our budget

Month Year to date
Beginning Baance $4,404.92 $10,084.43
Income $3,779.76 $26,821.54
Expenses $4,574.43 $33,295.72

Ending Balance $3,610.25 $ 3,610.25




President’s Ponderings

| was saddened at the last Pastoral Relations
meeting when Fred announced he had decided to
retire. | thought, how can heleaveus? Canhe
really beasold as65? Hedoesn't act that old.
| thought about what I’ d missmost: hisgood
sermons, hiswarm & caring smile, hissense of
humor, histhoughtful Sunday School classes.
Fred hasdonemany wonderful thingsduring his
career and we have benefited greatly during his
ministry at Millersburg Christian Church. So, |
guesswe Il et him go—ontowhatever
adventureshe seeksduring “ retirement.” A
specia celebration of Fred’ sministry will beheld
Sunday, October 7. | hopeyou' |l joinustowish
himwell and thank him for al he hasdoneduring
histimeat MCC.

Asprovided by our Bylaws, | have
appointed thefollowing to serve on the Pastord
Search Committee: Lynn Reynolds, Brenda
Rose, Jeff Moran, ElaineLong, Larry
Baumgartner, Pat Baumgartner, and Kristen
Bright. I’man ex officio member asBoard
Presdent.

These personswill represent usall inthetask
of seeking anew minister for our congregation.
They have madeasgnificant commitmentin
accepting thisappointment and will need your
support, prayers, and input. The Search and Call
processof the Christian Church (Disciplesof
Chrigt) takesnineto elghteen monthsfrom
beginningtoend. Over thistimethey needyou
to be patient; to trust the process; to trust themto
represent you fairly; tolet themwork
confidentially and without rumorsand probing;
and to keep them and the churchinyour prayers
and concerns.

The committee al so needsyour input into the

Supplies appreciated

Jeff and Barbaraappreci ate the donations of
suppliesto takewithusonour missontripto
Ecuador. Theproject wewill beinvolvedinisthe
construction of anon-denominational churchina
mountainsdesdumin Quito. Thesuppliesthat
have been asked for are to support aday-care
center onthesitewherethechurchisbeing
constructed. Thiskind of atripisoftenalife-
changing experiencefromwhichyourecelveas
much (or more) than you are ableto give. We
will tell al about thetrip at the church event on
theevening of September 22.

Jeff and BarbaraMoran

process. In October, the committeewill ask you
to participatein asalf-study designed to help get
aclear pictureof how we seeourselvesand the
ministry goalsand
expectationswehave
for our futuretogether.
Thisinputwill help
definetheminigterid
leadershipthe
committeewill seek to
bringtous.

The Search
Committeemetrecently Larry Baumgartner served as
to outlinethe process auctioneer for the pie supper
ahead of usand discussatrangtion ministry by
anIntentiond Interim Minister. Our next meeting
will be Wednesday, September 19. Periodic
updates on thework and progress of the
committeewill appear infutureissuesof the
newd etter.

Lord, blessusin our work together,

Barbara

Sign up to help food bank

A sign-up sheet has been posted onthe
bulletin board for volunteerswho
would liketo help out at the Central
Missouri Food Bank re-packaging

HVAC campaign

bulk food for distribution to food getting the
banksin Centra Missouri. temperature down
The Centra Missouri Food Bank 0— M

1,000 —
2,000 —
3,000 —
4,000 —
5,000 —

collectsfood from largevendorsand
processing plantsand re-distributesit
to food bankswhich makethefood
availableto personsinneed. They
providethisfood free of charge, so
volunteer assistanceisneeded to help
makethisoutreach possible.

Itishoped that aconvenient time
can be sel ected when agroup from
the congregation can do thistogether,
sowhenyou signup, indicateon the
sign-up sheet your preferred dateand
time.

6,000 —
7,000 —
8,000 —
9,000 —
10,000 —
11,000 —
12,000 —
13,000 —
14,000 —

{$12,274
15,000 —
16,000 —
17,000 —b




Many beautifu
auction.

Old Fashioned Pie Supper A Success!

For those of youwho couldn’t join usyou
not only missed afun evening, but LOTS of
delicious pie aswe sampled the purchases of the

~ eveningwith 33 members& guestscoming

together raising $666.00 for our HVAC fund!
We appreciated everyone who donated the 26
pies& thosewho bought them during the
auction! Thosewho baked pieswereinvitedto
wear an old fashioned apronto help us* step
back intime& getinthespirit” of theevening.

Inaddition, local Millersburg businessesThe
Owl Creek Grill & Millersburg Feed & Trade
donated food gift certificates & Socket Internet
in Columbiawho hostsour church websitefor

Long time members transfer

Itiswith both sadness & joy that we
received notice of Cheryl & Jim Pardue & Kim
AdamsForcetransferring their memberships
elsawhere. Although thedecisonwashard for
both familieseach hasmoved further fromthe
Millersburg Community. Wewill misstheir
regular participationand presenceinworship
with usbut celebrate that they havefound anew
church homecloser towherethey live. Come
back & vist usanytimeyou'reinthe
nei ghborhood!

[editorial comment from Membership Co-
Chair RitaAdams: Asachurchfamily we' ve
really suffered several losesthe past few years
and having member transfershighlightstheneed
for usall to be active*”fishersof men, women &
children.]

free each month, donated 2 gift certificatesfor 6
monthsof dia up or 3monthsof high-speed

I nternet service so wethank each of these
businessesfor their generosity!

Thank you notes have been sent to these
businesses but the next timeyou’' redoing
businesswith one of these establishments, please
extend your thanksto themtoo!

Theevening started of f inanice quiet manner
but then somefurious bidding began between
Rev. Fred, former pastor Larry Brown & Tom
Haasfor Hazel Pahl’s pecan piewhenit was
discovered that in addition to be deliciousto edt,
the special pecansinit would actually promote
“hair growth”! Tom Haasended up being thehigh
bidder paying $31 for Hazel’s miraclepie! Not
to be outdone, Fred bought several pies& Larry
bought June Russell’s* Out Of ThisWorld” pie.
But theevening ended with our auctioneer Larry
Baumgartner volunteeringtotakea“pieinthe
face” if wewouldraise$50for thelast pie. The
dollar billscameout & sureenough themoney
wasraised but alasthe biddersdecided the pie
looked too good to waste so we opted to enjoy
itinstead! If youweren't ableto donateapieor
joinusfor theeveningwearestill taking
contributions, we' dloveto raise another $334 to
makeit a$1,000 fundraiser.

Thenear perfect evening ended with Beth
Haas entertaining uson piano with amedl ey of
favoritesongs& with severd of usgathering
aroundthepianofora“sngalong”. “If | hada
hammer” wasoneof thefavorites, oh thegood
oledays!...

RitaAdams

Lectionary Scriptures for September

Sun, Sep 2, ‘07 Sun, Sep 16, ‘07
Jeremiah 2:4-13 Jeremiah 4:11-12,
Psam81:1, 10-16 22-28
Hebrews13:1-8, Psaim 14

15-16 1Timothy 1:12-17
Lukel4:1,7-14 Luke15:1-10

Sun, Sep 9, ‘07 Sun, Sep 23, ‘07
Jeremiah 18:1-11 Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 139:1-6, 13- Psam79:1-9

18 1Timothy 2:1-7
Philemon 1-21 Luke16:1-13
Luke14:25-33 Sun, Sep 30, ‘07

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-
15

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
1Timothy 6:6-19




Help needed in interim

Theminigter did many functionsnot normally
considered apart of the" minister’sjob” because
wedid not have achurch secretary. Now we
need to make surethat these ill get taken care
of after Fredretires.

A sgn-up sheetisposted onthebulletin
board where you can sign up to do one of these
functions. Severa positionshaveaready been
filled:

J.H. Long: pick up the mail

BarbaraMoran: type up the worship bulletin

Carol Cox: duplicatetheworship bulletin

Elaine Long: duplicate children’sbulletins

Rita Adams:. keep the calendar up-to-date

LoisLong: maintainthebulletin board

Lynn Reynolds: duplicate the newsl etter

What's your
sesquicentennial question?

| have beentrying to put itemsof historica
interest in each of thelast several church
newd etters. But perhapsthereare some
unanswered questions. So: doesanyone have any
guestionsthat have not yet been addressed about
the history of the church and the upcoming
sesquicentennidl. If so, let Jeff Moran know, and
those questionswill beanswered asbest he can.

NS

Nominating Committee
appointed

BarbaraM oran hasannounced the members
of the Nominating Committeefor 2008. They
are: RitaAdams, Kristen Cassidy, Carolyn
Bethdll, Terri Collins, Carol Cox, and Vicki Fritz.
Barbarawill serveex-officio.

If youwould liketo volunteer to serveonthe
board, or if you have suggestionsfor apersonto
nominate, you can mention it to oneof these

people.

Shower rescheduled:

Friendswill host ababy shower for Janaand
Kerry Bushwho are expecting ababy girl. The
shower will be scheduled after the baby arrives.

-

Soc

Visit our web site:
millersburgchristianchuch.org
Web hosting donated by Socket.

Jeff Moran: webmaster

Anna Sue Harmon: purchase office supplies

Brenda Rose: duplicate the annual report

Inaddition, several “jobs’ aretill needinga
volunteer: keep outside sSign updated, writeand
edit thenewd etter, lay out the newd etter, invoice
for copier use, and completeannua Year Book
report.

WEe' re Having aTrash Roundup on Saturday,
September 8. Gather up your posseand join us
for Cleanup Millersburg. Pleasesign up for one
of the 7 sections of our Adopt-A-Highway
section & help keep our community clean &
trashfree! Asawaysif Saturday isabusy day
for you, please do anytimethe weekend of
September 7-9.

WEe' |l schedulethe MO Highway Degpt. to
pick up our bags on that Monday If the weather
isunbearably hot wewill reschedulelater for
sometimein Oct. Thanksin advancefor
everyone' shelp & wehopewe get lessthan 16
bagsof trash likeinthe spring!

RitaAdams

“Congo” from page 1

Jeff and Barbaraare going to Ecuador in
early September, and will haveonly recently
returned at thetime of the September 22 dinner.
They aregoing asapart of aMethodist
sponsored missiontrip to help build achurch
outsidethecapitol city of Quito. They will be
taking school suppliesthat have been donated by
membersof the congregation.

September
food item for SERVE:
Beans (dried or canned




Youth plan activities
the Mission Connection, and learn moredetails

On Saturday, September 22 the youth will

meet at thechurchat 4:00pv tosingsongs, play  about their tripsto the Congo and Ecuador. The
games, help Fred, Jeff, and Barbara set up for

pot luck dinner for the congregatl onwill beginat

1|

Youth gathered at the Morans to swim, eat, have fellowship, and make
plans for future youth activities. They were briefly terrorized by a giant

water snake, which

, inturn, was frightened off by the kids.
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6:00 Pm, with theMissions Connection
program beginning at 7:00 pv.

Theyouthareplanningto
participatein*Youth Fest” at theannua
Festival of Sharingto beheld at the State
Fairgroundsin Seddia, Friday and
Saturday, October 19-20. It will start
Friday evening for youth 6th-12th
grades.

Thiswill beamini-missontrip,
withtimeinworship, timeinfelowship,
and timeworking to meet some practical
needs of people by sorting beans, rice
and potatoes, and other projects. The
Millersburg Christian Church participates
inthe Festival of Sharing every year by
contributing to kitsthat are shared
around the state and country. (Thisyear

| wearemaking“Backpacksof Love’.)

Wewill providemoredetailsabout this

later, but savethe dates!
BarbaraMoran
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