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Rev. Fred Erickson, Pastor

Old fashioned “pie supper” to benefit HYAC campaign

On Saturday, August 11, beginning at 6:30
Pv. the congregation will enjoy thefun,
fellowship, and food of an old fashioned* Pie
Supper.” Bring apieor two to be auctioned off.
The proceedsfrom the auction will beusedto
benefit the Heating Ventilation Air-conditioning
(HVAC) fund.

Thosewho purchase piesmay choseto take
them homeor offer to servethemto those
attending the supper.

The Pie Supper issponsored by the
Membership Committee. Beth Haasand her
musica friendswill beproviding specia music.

General Minister reports on “ State of the Church”

By Charles Cochran
“DisciplesWorld” contributing writer

FORT WORTH, Texas(7/23/07) —
General Minister SharonWatkinsoffered an
upbeat assessment of the state of the Christian
Church (Disciplesof Christ) on Sunday evening,
urging morethan 5,000 Disciplesto® chooselife’
andtotell the story of their great denomination.

“To paraphrase Mark Twain, the rumors of
our demisearegresatly exaggerated. There's
moreto the story than we' vebeentelling,”
Watkinssaid, delivering aforma State-of-the-
Church presentation to the General Assembly.

Watkinsdidn't speak by herself. At onetime
or another, morethan 50 other people moved
onto and then off the stageduring ahighly
choreographed presentation, illustrated with
imageson three huge screensin thearenaat the
Fort Worth Convention Center.

Watkinsrecounted thechurch’'smassive
responseto hurricanesRitaand Katrina, at one
point asking anybody who wasdirectly affected
by the stormsto stand al ong with otherswho
went on mission trips, contributed money to
Week of Compassion, or offered prayersfor
hurricanevictims. Soon, everyonewho wasable
wasstanding.

“What an abundance of care!” Watkins
proclaimed astheaudienceremained onitsfest.
“Thisisthe heart of compassion. Thisiswhere

General Minister and President Sharon E. Watkins urged
Disciples to “choose life” during her State-of-the-Church
address Sunday evening at the Fort Worth Convention Center.
Photo: Adam Frieberg

transformationfor misson begins”

Evenintheclosureof achurch—Ilikeher
own University Park Christian Churchlast
year—onefindsthe seedsof rebirth, Watkins
said. [ed. note: Fred Erickson was Associate
Minister of University Park, and was
responsible for youth while Sharon wasin
high school there.]

“Noneedtotell astory of demise,” shesaid.
“Ingtead, let’stell the story about University Park
aongwith Faith United Christian Church—which
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From the Stewardship and Finance Committee:

Thetimeisdrawing near for theannual
“edtimateof giving” pledgesfrommembersand
friendsof the congregation of our church.

Generdly, thevariouscommitteeshavetheir
“askings’ to the Stewardship and Finance
committee by thefirst of September. This
information isthen digtributed to the congregation
along withacard onwhichfolksestimatetheir
“givings’ tothe church. Those cardsarereturned
to the Stewardship and Finance committeeand
used to prepare afinal budget for board and
membership approvd (thelatter occurring at the
annual congregationa meetingin November).As
you are no doubt aware, over thelast severa
months, church expenseshave exceeded church
income by about athousand dollars per month.

We know that much of the decreased giving
isdueto recent desthsamong our church family
and other familiestransferring membership
elsewhere. Nonetheless, we ask each of you to
prayerfully consider what the church meansto
you asanindividual and tothecommunity at
large and pledgeto the church according to those
consderations.

Thanks, Jeff Moran

our Northeast Area camping program.

“General Minister” from page 1

shared the same building—dispersing their assets
to strengthen other ministriesand scattering their
membersto beleavenin other congregations.”

Watkinsacknowledged that timesaretough,
with someministriesshutting their doorsdueto
lack of funds. “Our head count isdown. Our
givingisnot up enough to do ministry theway
we' veawaysdoneit,” shesaid.“...Evenwithall
of that, thestruggleto chooselifeisred.”

Disciplescan admit theanxiety they fedl
about their church, shesaid. “ Thereis
lamentation over loss. We need to expressthat.
Thereisinjusticeto berailed at. We haveto
expressit. But wewill only find thestrength to do
s0if weimmerseourselvesin theresurrection
story of our faith,” Watkinssaid.

“Whenwebdlievein new beginnings, when
wetdll the story of new life, when wewitnessthe
transforming power of Godtoreviveusagain ...
then we becomethe good news.”

Oneexample of that good news:. 11 new
missionarieswho joined Watkinson stage and
were commissioned on the spot.

And another: 13 ministry partnersfrom
placesasdiverseasMozambique, the
Philippines, and rural China— peoplewho
practice ministry oftentimesat great personal risk.

“These brothersand sistersknow what it means
to chooselifein circumstanceswhereit would
seem that death hasthe upper hand,” Watkins
said. “They haveheard Jesus urging, ‘ You give
them somethingtoeat.’

“They have placed themsalvesinto Jesus
handsand found somethingto give. They are
daly choosinglife”

When ministriesfalter and fade away dueto
lack of funds, “itisdifficult to chooselife—
sometimes,” Watkinssaid. “ ... But thevery root
of our faithtellsus: with endings can comenew
beginnings. We serveaGod of resurrection. A
Godof life”

Oneof theAssembly’sfew unscripted
momentsoccurred near theend of Watkins
gpeech. Shesaid, “ Christisrisen,” and shehad
intended—according to an advance transcript—
tofollow upwith“Christisrisenindeed.”

Instead, alonemalevoice, audible
throughout the vast arena, responded from the
audience: “Heisrisenindeed!”

Two moretimesWatkinsproclaimed, “ Christ
isrisen!” Eachtime, moremembersof the
audiencejoinedinimpromptu response. By the
third timethrough, most of the peopleinthe
arenawere engaged in the call and response.

“Disciples” Watkinsconcluded. “Let’s
chooselifel”

Casey Baumgartner standing at her cabin door at M*A*D
(Music, Arts, Drama) Camp at Rickman Center sponsored by




Prayers
Sympathy
Sympathy for thefamily of Aaron
McCrackenwho died July 24. Hiswife, Crystd,
isthe daughter of Cindy Pahl Quick and
granddaughter of Errol and Hazel Pahl.

Sympathy to Marilyn Bettenhausen whose
mother Ruth Roschke passed away July 7th.

Concerns

Prayersfor Ruth Forseewhoisreceiving
therapy on her shoulder that was did ocated from
afal.

Prayersfor Ken Bright who has continued
heslth concerns.

Prayersfor Marshal oyd who hasbeen
diagnosed with arthritis.

Prayersfor John Reynolds mother who has
been hospitalized.

Continued prayersfor BarbaraDexter who
has complicationsfrom emphysema.

Continued prayersfor Cindy Baumgartner.

Continued prayersfor Pat and Richard
Shores.

Continued prayersfor Pam Brady and family.

Prayersfor Shirley Martin'ssster whois
undergoing treatment for cancer.

Prayersfor servicemen and women and their
families

Prayersfor Peacein our homes,
communities, nation and theworld.

Joys

Peggy Rosewho was hospitaized with hip
painishomeand muchimproved.

LewisBaumgartner isableto leavethe
hospital and continuetherapy at home.

Casey Baumgartner attended MusicArt &
DramaCamp at Rickman Conference Center.
The campisthrough the Northeast Areaof the
Christian Church (Disciplesof Christ).

Wergoicewith Terri Collinswhosefather is
now cancer free.

Angie Schermerhornwho recently passed
her nursing exam and isnow an RN working on
theoncology floor at BooneHospital.

Thanks

We express appreciationto David Stinewho
wasthe guest speaker on July 22 when Fred
attended General Assembly of the Chrigtian
Church (Disciplesof Christ) in Fort Worth,
Texas.

We expressour thanksgiving to the Family of
Jean Bryant who gaveagenerousdonationin
memory of their mother to beused for the
hesting/air conditioning fund.

Millersburg Church,

Thank you for the use of the church for our
mother’scelebration of life. Weappreciateall
the support and hospitality shownto ushby the
churchfamily.

We hopethat thesemonieswill helpto pay
for thenew church air condidtioning.

Thefamily of Jean Bryant.

Dear MCC,

Thank you al somuchfor helping to send me
tocampthisyear. | had ablast.

We sang, | wasin photo, we had family
groupsand got to go swimming.

| made abunch of new friendsand had a
gresat experience.

Thank youdl, Casey

August Communion

Elders
KenBright
Carol Cox
Ushers
KrigenBright
Preparation
LisaBright
Bread
Aug5-Carol Cox
Aug 12 -Vicki Fritz
Aug 19—RitaAdams
Aug 26 —Ra ph Rowlett

Attendance
N ¥V R 29 Jdy22 ... 21
ly8 ................ 36 July29 ... 19
Jly15 ............. 33

June finance report
We need to receive $4,824 each month to meet our budget

Month Year to date
Beginning Baance $5,506.20 $10,084.43
Income $2,882.95 $23,041.78
Expenses $3,984.23 $28,721.29

Ending Baance $4,404.92 $ 4,404.92




President’s Ponderings

Many of you have noticed that our Genera
Fund balance, reported in our bulletinsand
newsl etters, continuesto decrease monthly aswe
spend morethan wetakein. At our last Board
meeting our treasurer highlighted that at our
present rate of income, wewill run out of
operating fundsby theend of October. What do
you think about that? What'syour attitude?
Not my problem? Someonedsewill deal with
it? | can’tdo anything anyway? Doesit make
youfedl guilty? Angry? Sad? Motivated to act?
You' veprobably heard the“ Attitude” poem
by Charles Swindoll about theimportance of
atitude
“Thelonger | live, themorel redizethe
impact of attitudeonlife... Itismore
important than appearance, giftedness, or
skill. Itwill make or break acompany, a
church, ahome. Theremarkablethingiswe
have achoiceevery day regardingthe
attitudewewill embracefor theday. We
cannot change our past...we cannot change
thefact that peoplewill act in acertain way.
We cannot changetheinevitable. Theonly
thingwecandoisplay ontheonestringwe
have, and that isour attitude. ..l am
convinced that lifeis 10% what happensto

From the Sesquicentennial
Committee:

One*“historica” issuethat hascomeupin
conversationsiswhat folks 50 (or 150) years
from now will want to know about us. Who are
we now?What isthe membership of our church
like?What isour community like?What isour
churchlike?How isit organized? What dowe
dofor musicandfelowship? What missonand
ecumenical activitiesdo wesupport? What kind
of church servicesdo we have?

Pleasethink about these and other rel ated
guestionsaswe approach our 150th anniversary
inAugust of 2008.

No oneresponded to my question about
“timecapsules’ inlast month’snewd etter, and so
| repeat that question: the*rumor” isthat the
churchyouth of the early-1960s created atime
capsuleand another was created at thetimethe
new sanctuary wasbuilt inthemid-1970s.
Doesanyone haveany recollectionsabout the
nature and/or whereabouts of thesetime
capsules? Please et Jeff Moran or another of the
committeemembersknow.

Thanks, Jeff Moran,

Sesquicentennia Chair

meand 90% how | reacttoit. Andsoitis

withyou...”

Christiansare positivepeople. After all,
Christ arose! Many storiesand phrasesfromthe
Bibleremind usthat al thingsarepossiblein
Christ who strengthensus. Now that’s powerful.
We can act together to reach solutionsthat are
right for Millersburg Christian Church. Please
participate with apositive attitude and wewill
accomplish what we need to continueasa
community of believersinthisplace.

A specia word to cabinet members. Please
make every attempt to attend the special meeting
with our areaminister on Saturday, August 11,
starting at 1:00 PM.

Lord, thank you for the opportunity to serve.

Respond with thetowel of service, Barbara

A fun way is offered
to help feed the hungry.

Beth Haas has placed asign-up sheet onthe
bulletin board for volunteerswho would liketo
help out at the Central Missouri Food Bank. The
need isfor personsto help re-package bulk food
items so they can be distributed to food pantries
incentral Missouri andthengivento
personsin need.

Thisisnot only anenjoyablething
to do, it ishelping thosewho need
helpthemost. Signupand giveyour
preference of day andtimesothat a
time can be sel ected when we can
haveagroup gofromMillersburg.
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Mission emphasis

changes

We have discontinued church-
sponsored serviceat the soup kitchens
in Columbiaand Fulton. Inlieuof
that, wearegiving agreater emphasis
to support of the SERV E food pantry.
For August theitemto bedonatedis
canned fruit, but all donationsare
greatly needed.
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HVAC campaign
getting the
temperature down

{$11,112
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Week of Compassion reports 2nd quarter assistance

Africa: [$146,500]
2,000 - Angola, choleraoutbreak
6,000 - Burundi, relief and recovery
6,000 - DR Congo, emergency relief
6,000 - Madagascar, cyclone
9,500 - Mozambique, earthquake and arsenal
explosion
100,000 - Sudan, Darfur crisis
6,000 - Uganda, refugee assistance
5,000 - Zambia, floods
6,000 - Zimbabwe, emergency transportation
East Asia and the Pacific: [$13,000]
5,000 - China, earthquake
8,000 - Solomon Islands, tsunami
Latin America and the Caribbean:
[$30,000]
7,000 - Colombia, floods and volcanoes

Cabinet looks at
congregation’s future

The Cabinet of Millersburg Christian Church
will be holding animportant meeting with our
AreaMinister, theRev. Dr. KristinaTenny-
Brittian on Saturday afternoon, August 11,
beginning at 1:00 pv.

Thismeeting followsconsiderablediscusson
within our committees, Cabinet, and Board.
Thereisconsiderable concern over thelack of
partl cipation by our membersand friendsonthe
variouscommitteesand Board of the
congregation, aswell asadrop-off in
contributions. Ms. Tenny-Brittian hashad training
and experience hel ping congregationsin our
gtuation.

Thisisawonderful opportunity for usto
reexamine our mission and purpose. What dowe
need to bedoing to better serve Christinthis
place?

All of theofficersand chairsof al our
committeesare onthe Cabinet, and are
encouraged to be present at thismeeting.

Shower planned
Friendswill host ababy shower for Janaand
Kerry Bushwho areexpecting ababy girl. The
shower will beheld at the church at 2:00 p.m. on
Sunday, August 26.

-
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Visit our web site:
millersburgchristianchuch.org

Web hosting donated by Socket.
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5,000 - Dominican Republic, health
emergency
18,000 - Mexico, hurricane housing
Middle East and Europe: [$6,000]
6,000 - Lebanon, emergency relief
Southern Asia: [$173,438]
3,000 - Central Asia, disaster mitigation
114,938 - India, tsunami recovery
43,500 - Indonesia, floods and earthquakes
12,000 - Sri Lanka, civil violence
General: [$6,000]
6,000 - Church World Service, Community
Arise Project
Domestic: [$339,443]
250 - Alabama, fire
5,000 - Arizona, emergency water relief
23,755 - Cdifornia, winter freeze and food
relief
17,500 - Florida, tornadoes
500 - Georgia, tornadoes
10,000 - Kansas, ice storms and floods
90,938 - Louisiana, hurricane recovery
85,000 - Mississippi, hurricanerecovery
4,000 - Missouri, icestorms
1,250 - Nebraska, ice storms
5,500 - New Jersey, floods
2,500 - New Mexico, floods
5,750 - New York, floods and winter storms
1,000 - North Carolina, church fire
1,500 - Oklahoma, floods
5,000 - Ohio, floods
24,500 - Tennessee, hurricane housing project
36,500 - Texas, hurricane recovery, floods and
tornadoes
5,000 - Washington, winter floods
14,000 - U.S., CWS spring storms and
tornado appeals

Lectionary Scriptures for August

Sun,Aug5, ‘07 Sun,Aug 19, ‘07
Hosea11:1-11 Isaiah5:1-7
Psam 107:1-9, 43 Psam 80:1-2, 8-19
Colossans3:1-11 Hebrews11:29-12:2
Lukel12:13-21 Luke 12:49-56

Sun,Aug 12, ‘07 Sun, Aug 26, ‘07
Isaiah1:1, 10-20 Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm50:1-8,22-23 Psdm71:1-6

Hebrews 12:18-29
Lukel13:10-17

Hebrews11:1-3, 8-
16
Luke12:32-40




| Sometimes Know What God is Like
by James & Jayanthi Wilson

| will counsal you and watch over you.
Psalm 32:8

We are often reminded that it isnot our own
strength, but God's strength through Christ Jesus,
that enablesusto meet the challengesof serving
asOverseasMission Partnersin Botswana.
Through thework and the people we meet, God
instructsusintheway weshal goand
strengthens usin our moments of weakness. In
the process, we sometimes|earn abit more
about what Godislike.

| cantruly say, “| sometimesknow what God
islike’” when staff membersat Sedibeng cometo
work to help disadvantaged youth learnjob skills
tosustaintheminlife, eventhoughthey,
themsalves, haven't received asdary inmonths
because of funding issues. Instead they draw

Care package reaches military

Millersburg Christian Church
Dear Members,

Oneof your members, RitaAdams, isagood
friend of my mother. | have met and spoken
several timeswith Ritaand her husband, Stan,
whoisaVietnamveteran. | amaU.S. Marine
Reservist and haverecently returned frommy
second deployment to Irag. During thistour, |
wasstationed inthecity of Fallujah, inwestern
Anbar province.

Ritaand Stan have adways been supportive
of my mother, and of me. | understand that she
hasincluded my namein severa prayer groups,
and | am aso aware of the special remembrance
your church held on Veterans Day in November.
| thank you for doing that, not only for meand
our current Irag/Afghani stan veterans, but aso
for veteransfrom previoustimes, most especialy
thosefrom the Vietnam erawho did not receivea
welcome homewhenthey returned.

Upon my returnto Missouri inlateApril, Rita
gave meone of the care packagesthat your
church membershad prepared. It becamea
“welcomehome” packagefor me, and | wasglad
to haveall the special treatsthat wereincluded. It
wasvery good of you to take thetime, makethe
effort, and show your concernfor meinthisway.

Thank you dl sovery muchfor al of your
thoughts, prayers, and actions. | gppreciate your
caring, and hopethat you continueto support
service membersintheseways.

Sincerdly,

L. Cpl. Stephen Webber, USMC Reserves
.

Jayanthi Wilson James Wilson

strength from God to do what needsto be done.

| cantruly say, “| sometimesknow what God
islike” when my studentsat K golagano College
volunteer timein serviceto God. One student
goeseach week totheloca government hospital
towork with thechildren. Another student who
isHIV positive, ingpiresand organizesother HIV
positivewomenin her local village, helpingthem
to be empowered and to feel God's presence.

| cantruly say, “| sometimesknow what God
islike’ whenwereceiveagraciousgift fromour
North American church partners, through Global
Ministries, that enablesusto create aspecial
collection of theological booksfor prisonersthat
they can borrow through the prison chaplains.

| cantruly say, “| sometimesknow what God
islike” whenwehear of the continuing interest of
churchesin North Americatowardsmission -
locd, regional and global - with thecommitment
to help othersand so to share the Good News.

Perhapsthisiswhy wearesuch enthusiastic
supportersof missioninthe Church ... because
through our involvement, wenot only makea
differenceintheworld, but we are blessed with
the opportunity to learn moreabout what Godis
like

Open our hearts, O God, to the strength and
wisdom you sharethrough your servantsin
Botswana. Amen.

[James & Jayanthi WiIson have been
missionariesfor 18 years. They currently
serve in Gaborone, Botswana. Jim serves as
a teacher of theology at Kgolagana
Theological College. Jayanthi servesin
community development at the
Mabogo Dinku
Advice Centre.
Jimand
Jayanthi visited
MCCin
September, 2005]

August
food item for SERVE:
Canned fruit



Benefiting the mission trip to South Africa to be taken by
8 Fulton youth, including Amiria Harper-Rose, to lead a
day camp with South African elementary children.

Fundraiser...

Rummage Sale

Court Street United Methodist Church

Rty Agust 1, 207
'r.r..-uf.}:-' D 6:00Am fo 1,00 Pm

Empty Your Closets and Rent Your Own Boolh..

Irfiogr Booth: 530,00
@ Outroer Booth: §20.00
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Cr Dicnate Your lleme T Our Booth!

Contoct 220-3309 or 220-6090 fo Rent  Booth
...Come and Enjoy the Great Deals!

iy Concessions Available k
i AL Procends o o Soatk Africa Yot Mission Trip 2007

TG2S9 O ‘uoynd
8ET 'ON Huwuad
divd
abeisod 's'n
‘610 1joid-uoN

Important meetings coming up

MissonsCommitteewill meet following
worship on Sunday, August 5, at 10:45AM.

Callaway Electric Cooper ativewill conduct a
forum hereat the church on Monday, August
6, from 4:00t0 6:00 PM to discussthe
electricrateincresse.

Cabinet meeting on Saturday, August 11,
beginning at 1:00 PM. Wewill behavingan
important meeting with our AreaMinister, Dr.
KrisTenny-Brittian, tolook at theissueswe
arenow facing asacongregation.

Chrigtian Education Committeewill meet
following worship on Sunday, August 12, at
10:45AM.

Newsletter deadline: Friday, August 24, 5:00
PM.

Budget requests. All committeesneed to have
their budget requestsfor 2008 turnedinto the
Stewardship and Finance Committee on or
before Saturday, August 25.

Sewar dship and Finance Committeewill
meet following worship on Sunday, August
26, at 10:45AM.
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