Millersburg Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)

“In the heart of the community, with the community at heart”
Serving Christ since 1858 — www.millersburgchristianchurch.org

April, 2007 Rev. Fred Erickson, Pastor

Easter brings the hope of resurrection

With the unexpected and untimely deaths of
two sgnificant personswithin our churchfamily,
SaraGuséand Shirley Bright, weare brought to
oneof the central tenetsof our faith: the
resurrection of thedead. Thisisaparticularly
relevant concern when theseloses occur during
the season of Lent whenweare preparing
ourselvestofacethe crossand the sufferingand
death of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Granted, the passion of Jesusishardtoface.
But beyond the graveis Easter. On Easter
Sunday morning Chrigt’sresurrection
demonstrated for all to seethat Godisvictorious
over death. AstheApostle Paul writes: “>*When
thisperishable body putsonimperishability, and
thismortd body putsonimmortaity, thenthe
sayingthat iswrittenwill befulfilled: ‘ Desth has
been swallowed up invictory. *Where, O death,
isyour victory?”

What we may not remember isthat the
scripturestel| many other storiesthat reved
God'spower over death. Although the Easter
story isby far themost dramatic resurrection
story inthe Bible, there are other spectacular
accountsaswell—even in the Old Testament.

Both Elijah and Elishagreat prophetsof the
Hebrew people brought people back tolife.
Elijah raised thewidow of Zarephath (1 Kings
17:17-22), and Elisharai sed the Shunammite's
son (2 Kings4:32-35). When ayoung manwas
laidin Elisha sgravehe cameback tolifewhen
hetouched Elisha sbones (2 Kings13:21).

Themost familiar resurrection story, outside
of Eadter, istheraising of Lazarus, afriend of
Jesusand brother of Mary and Martha(John

(Acts20:9-12).

In the book of
Hebrews, whenthe
writerisligingthe
great works of God,
he mentions, dmost
inpassng, thegift of
God whenwomen
received their dead
by resurrection
(Hebrews11:32-35).

Thewitnessof
scriptureandthe
hope of Easteris
clear. God, who
createdlife, can
preservelifebeyond

thegrave! When
Jesus, through his
resurrection, became
“thefirgtbornfromthedead,” (Colossians 1:18)
he demongtrated that hispromisethat we sharein
that resurrection wasvalid“ | antheresurrection
andthelife. Thosewho believeinme, even
thoughthey die, will live’ (John 11:25). This
became acentral part of the message of thethose
who wereeyewitnessesto Christ’sresurrection
(Acts4:2).

So, inthemidst of suffering and death, we
arelifted by themessage of lifeand hope. The
dark daysof gloom are brightened. We arelifted
by thejoyousmessage of Easter: “ThelLordis
risen! TheLordisrisenindeed.”

Fred

11:43-44). But, Jesusalso raised awidow’sonly
soninthevillageof Nain (Luke 7:11-15), and
Jairus daughter (Luke8:49-55).

TheApostle Peter rai sed the dead woman
Tabithaback tolife (Acts9:36-40), and The
Apostle Paul raised ayoung man named
Eutychusafter hefell from awindow to hisdeath
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Easter Lilies honor loved ones

Easter Liliesmay bebrought to the churchin honor of a
loved one. They may be brought on Palm Sunday, April 1,
and will be cared for and placed in the sanctuary. Pleasel et
Fred know in whose honor they aregiven.
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Woodhaven provides Campbell label Update

We are often asked, now that we are no
longer saving labelsfor vans, what exactly dowe
usethelabe sfor?Hereisasummary of what
we' vereceived from Campbel I’ safter thevans
wereno longer available. Moredetailsare
availableat our website
www.nbawoodhaven.org.

2004: Day Program items (craft supplies,
games, karaoke machine); 7 computers.

2005: Video/dataprojector for Day Program
moviedaysand gaff training.

2006: 5 laptop computers—onefor each of
our program managers, alowing themto have
accessto necessary filesand information asthey
visit each of theindividuasweserveintheir
homes, improving care.

The Campbell s Soup program continuesto
bevery valuableto NBA Woodhaven'smission
of servingindividuaswith developmenta
disahilities, providing uswith many itemsthat
would not otherwise bein our budget. Please
keep those CampbelI’s UPC barcodes coming!
(Remember, weno longer takefront labels!) And
for thosein Midwestern states, we collect Best
Choice UPC barcodes al so.

For morethan forty years, NBA Woodhaven
has been committed to providing compassionate
carefor individua swith devel opmental
disabilities. Wecurrently servemorethan 100
men and women in our community-based

program.

Missions reports offerings

TheWeek of Compassion offering of $277
was collected February 18th and 25th. The
Easter offeringwill becollected April 1st and 8th.
Thisoffering isdesignated for churchwide
outreach through the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) in 86 countries.

We are collecting booksfor Jim and Jayanthi
Wilson, Globa Partners(missionaries) in
Botswana. These bookswill go to the Kgologana
Theologica School. The categoriesof books
needed areasfollows:

L eadership, Psychology, Bible, Children’s
Books, Children’sMinistry, and Professional
Journal Subscriptions.

Thenext MissonsCommitteemeetingwill
need to bechanged from April 1st toApril 29th.

During themonth of April wewill collect cans
of tunafor the SERVE Food Pantry.

ElaneLong

NBA Woodhaven isanot-for-profit
organization and aserviceunit of the National
Benevolent Association of the Christian Church
(Disciplesof Christ).

The Community Living Program provides
opportunitiesfor the men and women served by
NBA Woodhavento liveindependent and
productivelivesasactivemembersof their
community. Theindividuasweserveliveinforty-
fivehomesand gpartmentsthroughout Columbia,
Missouri. Staff membersserving aspersona
assistants provide support to meet the needs of
individuas, helping themlearn new skillsand
serveaspositiverolemodels.

A worship service on March 18, 2007 celebrated the stained
glass windows given by Harold and Bess Reisch with their
daughter Susan Kay Berkley explaining the symbols in the
windows and Rev. Erickson giving the scriptural background.
It is with great appreciation that the windows were dedicated.

Children’s Church

Apr 1—Chelsey Bowles
Apr 8—Kristen Cassidy
Apr 15-Justin Callins
Apr22—Kristen Bright
Apr29—Chelsey Bowles

April
food item for SERVE:
Tuna
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[ﬁ%died March 22, 2007, her husband, Edward and
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Prayers
Sympathy

Sympathy for thefamily of SaraGusewho
died March 18, 2007, her son Todd, hiswife,
Tracy and their children, Rachagl and Matthew.
Memoria sarerequested to the Rachel and
Matthew Guse' Educational Fund ¢/o Maupin
Funeral Home, 301 DouglasBIvd., Fulton, MO
65251

Sympathy for thefamily of Shirley Bright who

their children, Ken, Bill and Kathy, and their
families. Memorialsarerequestedtothe
American DiabetesAssociation aso c/oMaupin
Funerd Home.

Sympathy for Doc and Sara Stephensand
their family at thetime of the death of their
granddaughter.

Concerns

Prayersfor AnnaSueHarmon asshe
recoversfrom knee surgery.

Prayersfor Richard Shoresand for Pat as
shecontinuesrecovery fromkneesurgery.

Prayersfor Eddie Forseewho recently had
heart surgery to put in stintsand isscheduled for
surgery onApril 19for blockagein hiscarotid
arteries.

Prayersfor Pam Brady who isundergoing
tests.

Continued prayersfor Jean Bryant.

Continued prayersfor Cindy Baumgartner.

Prayersfor servicemen and women and their
families

Joys

Congratul ationsto John and Lynn Reynolds
who haveanew granddaughter, BellaElizabeth
Burks, bornMarch 6, 2007 to Tiffany and L evi
Burks.

Congratul ationsto John and KristinaBright
whose daughter, M adison Elizabeth Bright, was

born March 19, 2007. GrandparentsareBill
and thelate RondaBright and great-grandparents
are Edward and thelate Shirley Bright.

Prayersof thanksgiving for AmandaSmith’'s
brother who hasreturned safely from Irag and
for therecovery of John McCldlan.

Weenjoyed Tucker Cummingshbringing his
parents Jenny and Corey, hisgrand-parents Dave
and Mary and Uncle DJ to church with him Feb.
27th.

We a so enjoyed thevisit of Carol Cox’s
Sder, Linda

Thanks

Thank you to those who participatedinthe
Cookie Lee Jewelry Fundrai ser Feb. 25th. A
total of $132 wasdonated to the HVAC fund!
RitaAdams, hostess& Do Swenson, salesrep.

Thanksto Matt Warmack, son of Fred and
Sally, who gaveacomputer to thechurch. Itis
truly modern, with 80 gig of storageand aflat
screenmonitor. It will greatly enhance some of
thework of the congregation.

April Communion

Elders
LoisLong
LynnReynolds
Ushers
Terri Callins
J.H. Long
Preparation
BethHaas
TomHaas
Bread
Apr1-ElaineLong
Apr5-LoisLong
Apr 8—RitaAdams
Apr15-LindaStiers
Apr22—LindaStiers
Apr 29— Sherry Hoesch

Attendance
Feb25.............. 36 Mals8............. 50
Mard................ 28 Ma25.............. 39
Mar1l.............. 36

February finance report
We need to receive $4,824 each month to meet our budget

Month Year to date
Beginning Baance $8,814.70 $10,084.43
Income $4,499.23  $7,405.09
Expenses $4,393.29 $8,568.88
EndingBaance $8,920.64 $8,920.64




From the president ...

At oneof therecent Lenten discussion
groups, wetalked about what the Christian
Church (Disciplesof Christ) believes. Oneof the
thingsthat struck achordwithme: “Inessentials,
unity; innon-essentias, diversity; andinall things,
charity.” It'sasourceof great strength for our
church. | guessthetrick istofind agroup that
agreesonwhat isessential. For our
denomination“Doyou believethat Jesusisthe
Son of God, and do you accept him asyour
persona Savior?’ That'swhat isessential. How
we practice baptism (Do you haveto be
immersed? |sbeing sprinkled asababy okay?)
Shouldwestandto sing al of the hymnsor when
scriptureisread? Should we say theLord's
Prayer or singit? Doweneed to have
communion every Sunday? Thesearedl
important i ssues, but not essentia to the core of
whoweare.

TheWorship Committeerecently tackled the
task of looking at how weworship at Millersburg
Christian Church, and how canwedoit better to
meet the congregation’sneedsand desires. The
committee conducted asurvey to which many of
you providedinput. After looking at the
responses and discussing theissues presented,
the Worship Committeeprovided a

recommendation to the Board and highlighted
someof the challengesthat we need to address.
| hopeyou Il takethetimeto read their report
that isincludedinthisnewd etter.

Thisprocessillustrateshow our committee
structure has served uswell over many yearsasa
congregation.. Severa peoplegather to discuss
aproposal, study the consequences of the
change, and make arecommendationtothe
Board asto how we should proceed. Our
committee structureforcesusto discussour
ideaswith others, study different angles, and
hopefully, through synergy, we make better
decisions. Let’scontinueto use our committees
to be productive arenasto study and discussthe
issuesof our congregation.

Thanksto all of youwhowork so hardto
ensureour churchfunctionswell, both physicaly
andspiritualy.

BarbaraMoran, Board Chair

2007 NEOLA Summer Camp Ministry Dates
Northeast & Ozark Lakes Area Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ)
Grade Enroliment
A007 Peents Dates Directors Completed Liwmits 2007 Fees'
Rickman Center Events:
CYF Conference June 11 —18 Thomas Minton & Sharon'Wooldridge Grades8—12 B 2450265
Jnar 1 Cag T 2B Mary Riley Gradas 4 5 5 Ed 2265245
Elmentary Camp Mty Dol Tara Thompson & Julie King Gradeg 28 3 B0 138155
Eighters" Camp Jly 8—14 Ryan and Sherne Steitz Grace B B FRE02ED
Lindar 2 Camp Lty 11—21 Amy Fisher & Martha Jolly Grados 4 5 5 =) 2255245
WAl Camp by 33— Mike & Gna Pierson, Greg Pauley Cirpcl s —8 (£ 1] A8 0ES
Chil Rha Caifip Bty F0—ALigu 4 Ellia# W Cleliand Crades B & 7 B0 F245° 265
Canoe and Backpacking Trips:
Chil Rhir Curreird River Canos Trip June | =21 Joivn Blosser Grades B—E 16 1T BO
Chi Rhi Color ado Backpack Trip Jiby 1 d==21 Jacokr T homnes Frades B 12 E2T0Z2E0
CYF Cusrend River Candae Trip Jume 17 —21 Han Mo Caty Gradas 9—12 16 TG0
CY'F Wildesness Backpack Trip Jirie Fo—Juby 2 Gane Hiton Grades 3—12 12 FXTO2E0
CHY — Reqgional Bvent Jubs 18—19i@Calumbia College (for information cantact CRY Cosrdinator, Oawd Machon, & ST442.0558)
iDiacount fees dhobd) st be received by the NEOLA Registrar by April 15, 2007 The second fee = for regisirators recened ader Spel 15 2007




Theworship committeereviewed and
discussed survey and shared commentsregarding
worshipat MCC. Our observationsand
conclusonsare:

® Musicisappreciated and valued. (note:

please concentrateon familiar hymnswhile

ok to experience new - Give opportunity to

become competent with lessfamiliar hymns).

® Much appreciation shared regarding Fred's
sermons.

® Genera appreciation for worshipaswedoit.
M ost open to change at the special services.

® Somewhat balanced views of theway
communion can bedonewith comments
revealing an over-al preferencefor
continuing traditional “seated and served’
method. A ppreciation expressed for coming

Worship committee studies worship

forward to share common cup (Intinction) at
specia services. Concernswere expressed
by most onissueregarding comfort level of
those standing to comeforward who may not
be comfortablefor whatever reason. The
worship committeerecommends* the seated
and be served method” to continue.
Theworship committee acknowledged theinitia
concern of “enough diaconate’ tofill roles. We
recognizethisissue till needsto be addressed by
thecongregation. Thereisnot enough
membershipto carry out the defined rolesand
activitiesof being church (i.e. serving, board
functions, committeework, active programming).
Thisisof grave concern and affectsall
committeesand churchlife.
Submitted by BrendaRose

Thismonth, | wanted to ask somemore
“trivid’ totry to get asmany detailsaspossible
for theupcoming celebration:

Wheredidthe*funiture” of thechurch come
from?Thepews? Communion table? Thechairs
on either sdeof thecommunion table?Pulpit?
Piano? Organ? Display caseinthemezzanine?
And| havenot yet found out about whenthe
churchfirst got phone service. Whoever knows
theanswersto any or al of these questions,
pleaselet meknow.

Andjust asan example of the sort of trouble
somefolkswent to to raisemoney for the
construction of the current sanctuary: Mr. John

b

Members and friends of the church peruse jewelry at a Cookie
Lee Jewelry Fundraiser held February 25 for the heating and
air-conditioning fund. $132 was raised. The event was hosted
by Rita Adams with Do Swenson, sales representative.

From the Sesquicentennial Committee:

Lawson madealampto
donateto one of the
fundraising bazaarsmade
of 20 different woods,
includingaleg of anold
grand piano, black
walnut fromabuilding >
built by John Curry’s ” Ou R,
grandfather withdave C HHM— H
labor, moreblackwalnut | HISTORY
fromadair railing of the
old Fultonjailhouseand fromtherailingaround
thejury box of the old courthouse, still more
black walnut from an ox cart box that camefrom
Alexandria, Virginia, to Calaway County in
1843, hickory from atooth of an old-timebull
rake, green poplar froman old pool table
belonging to the Doressefamily, white oak, red
cedar, Osage orange, sugar maple, and wild
cherry. It seemsincredible not only thetrouble
Mr. Lawson went to in making thislamp, but also
therecord of thedifferent woodsinvolved. This
lampiscurrently in Fred’soffice (and isin need
of aproper lampshade, if anyone has something
appropriate). Let’sal keepworking and
looking forward to theAug. 22, 2008,
sesquicentennid celebration!

Jeff Moran, Committee Chair

Easter offering to be received

Wewill bereceiving our annua Easter
offeringfor Disciplesgenerd ministriesto
strengthen congregationa lifeonApril 1and 8.




Youth enjoy all-night lock-in

watching movies, listening to musicand genera

Fourteenyouth arrived at the church last
Friday evening and spent theentire night
preparing ameal for afamily ingrief and working
on abanner for the church, aswell asenjoying
each otherscompany through table games,

White Elephant Bingo
a success

Themembership and Evangelism Committee
helditsannua White Elephant Bingoon
Saturday, March 17, with 22 peopl e attending.
Lotsof great food and afuntimewashad by al.

Lectionary Scriptures for April

conversation.

Next month theyouth will use someof their
fundrai ser money to buy needed suppliesfor

Rainbow House.

April 2007 is
No MOre Trash! Bash month

Sun,Apr 1,07 Sun, Apr 15, ‘07
Isaiah 50:4-9a Actsb:27-32
Psam31:9-16 Psam 118:14-29 or
Psalm 118:1-2, 19- Psam 150

29 Revdation 1:4-8
Philippians2:5-11 John 20:19-31
Luke19:28-40 Sun, Apr 22,07
Luke22:14-23:56 Acts9:1-6 (7-20)

or Luke23:1-49 Psam 30

Sun, Apr 8,07 Revelaion5:11-14
Acts10:34-43 or John 21:1-19

Isaiah 65:17-25 Sun, Apr 29, ‘07
Psam118:1-2, 14- Acts9:36-43

24 Psalm 23
1 Corinthians 15:19- Reveation7:9-17

26 or Acts 10:34- John 10:22-30

43
John 20:1-18 or

Luke24:1-12

In 2006, thousands of Missourians
picked up 78,000 bags of trash and
morethan 5,700 people attended
educationa eventsthroughout the
month of April. Pickinguptrashisa
great way to makeadifferenceinthe
appearance of your public spaces, as
well astake care of the environment.

To participate, pleasesignup &
joinusto clean MCC’sAdopt-A-
Highway areaof Millersburg anytime
theweekend of April 13-15and work
toward alitter-free state! Andif for
somereason you can't help with the
churchesassigned areas, please
pickup trash in your neighborhood or
along your road, anywhereyou see
trash that doesn’t belong there. Thank
Youl

HVAC campaign
getting the
temperature down
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CWF to meet at Food Bank

The Chrigtian Women'sFellowship (CWF)
will car pool fromthechurch parking lot on
Monday, April 23, tovisit the Central Missouri
Food Bank. They will not only tour thefacility,
they will have ahands-on opportunity to help
repackage some of the bulk food.

Youth to meet April 29

MCC Youth Group meets Sunday April 29
to assembletheitemsfor Rainbow House. A
dateto purchase/collect theitemswill beearlier
The Christian Women'’s Fellowship met in March to see the inthe month on adatethat suitsmost of the
academy award winning Al Gore film: “An Inconvenient group, TBD. Talk with Barbaraor Jeff.
Truth.” A stimulating discussion followed on how we all need On Sunday April 29, wewill also planthe

to take the stewardship of our earth and its resources more Youth Laity Sunday service, whichisMay 13
seriously. ' '
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