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Lent: a season

The 40 days preceding Easter (not including
Sundays) areatimefor reflectionand
contemplation onthemeaning of theincredible
act of GodinJesusChrist culminatinginhis
suffering, crucifixion, and resurrection.

When we do stop and think about what God
did, it causesusto stop in our tracks. Canyou
imaginetheloveof our creator for usthat when
wefailed so grievousy God cameto usas Sonto
redeem us? Thisseason grantsusthegift of time
to meditate on the profoundly awesome nature of
thisact.

What doesit mean for usthat Christ made
such asacrifice on our behalf?What doesit
mean for our livesthat we have the hope of
redemption?

What doesit mean for usthat “ For God so
loved theworld that he gave hisonly Son, so that
everyonewho believesin him may not perish but
may haveeternd life” ? (John 3:16, NRSV) How
canweexperiencethejoy that “Indeed, God did
not send the Son into theworld to condemn the
world, but in order that theworld might be saved
through him.” (John 3:17, NRSV)

Thereare severd opportunitiesto help us
during thisseasonto think on thesethings. We
have provided aL enten devotional booklet to
help ustitled“Haveno Fear” by Mark Neilsen.
Thereisasoabooklet for childrentitled” Savior
| Follow On” by Arden Mead. Thesehelp us
develop aregular disciplineof daily prayer and
meditation whichisso hepful inkeeping our lives
focused on Chrigtianliving. Set asdearegular
timeto dothisthat can includereading the
suggested scripturereadingsand prayer.

We can al so participatein somegroup
activitiesdiscussing significant mattersrelated to
thisseason. Each Sunday evening during Lent
wewill talk about aquestion suggested by the
congregation. Wewill beginwith“How didwe
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Sunday morning adult free others,

Sunday schoal class
will bediscussingthe
suggested lectionary
readingsfor Lent.

Another important
way wefocusour
thinkingduringthis
seasonisparticipating
inworshipandinthe
specia servicesoffered
duringthistime, such
asthe Palm Sunday
serviceonApril 1, the
Maundy Thursday
Communion Service
on Thursday, April 5,
at 7:00pv., and the
SunriseEaster service
onApril 9at 6:30 am followed by the Easter
breakfast and Easter morning worship serviceat
10:30 Am.

Findly, think about specific actsof renewal
that wemight doto redirect our livesinto more
faithful Chrigtianliving and service. What canwe
dototakeaway afacet of our livesthat takesus
away from God and what can we do to bring us
closer to God?What can we do to makea
stronger witnessto our family, friends, and
neighborsof thelove of God that inspiresour
living? What acts of service canwe performthat
will lift thelivesof others?

Fred
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Sesquicentennial news:

| only gota
couple of responsesto
my “trivid’ questionslast
month.
Danny Rosedid some
research and discovered

5
m

mi’ R that rural electric coop
TR ingpected the church
CHURC i‘[ wiringin September of

HISTORY 1937, andthe

assumptionisthat the
hook up tothelinesoccurred shortly thereafter. |
supposethat oil lampswere used prior to that
time.

Therecord of church renovationsindicates
that the Fellowship Hall wasadded intheearly
1950s (due to a$500 donation by Sydney Loyd,
amember of the Methodist church, and other
contributions). Thishall didincludeakitchen, but
the bathroomsand akitchen enlargement were
not added until 1967, and that iswhen the church
first got running water. Although thisseems
somewhat incredibleto those of uswho have had
runningwater our wholelives, Ed Bright
confirmed thisto me, adding that therewasa
cistern about wherethe new air conditioning unit
isnow from which water could bedrawn (and
boiled) when therewasameal or other
fellowship event prior to 1967.

| still haven’t heard about the phoneservice.

| dso got aninteresting | etter from the Rev.
DaeAngd reating how Art Bedsworth and
otherscrawled under theold sanctuary tofind
out why it wassinking, finding that thelog

Learn Benefits of Tai Chi

Joinusfor theMarch 19 CWF mesting at
the church and learn the benefitsof Tai Chi. We
will beginat 6:30 with asalad supper. Lois
Long, hostess, hasinvited Mary Cruise, Tai Chi
Instructor, tolead the group in experiencing the
benefitsof Tai Chi. Thisancient Chineseexercise
consistsof dow, relaxed movementsfor total
self-development: for thebody itisan exercise;
for theminditisastudy in concentration, will
power and visualization; and for thesoul, itisa
system of spiritua meditation. Tai Chiisdsoa
preventativeand curative branch of Chinese
medicineand isknown asasoft form martial art.
Anyonecando Tai Chi no matter what ageor
physica ability. Pleasecomewearing
comfortableclothesand enjoy thefellowship.

foundation wasrotting, and thusstimulating the
effort to build the present sanctuary. Rev. Angel
served the church until dmost thetimewhen the
actud congtruction began. Hesayshedill
remembersthearomaof EulaBaumgartner’s
rollsand thetaste of MarthaFisher’scandy, a
coupleof themany contributionsto thefund-
raising for the present sanctuary.

If anyone hasany photosor articlesabout the
Millersburg Christian Church or itsmembers
fromthetime prior to 1960, please contact Jeff/
BarbaraMoran. We can scan suchitemsand
returnthemimmediately, but wejust don’t have
much information and only one or two photos
fromthat time. Thanks!

Jeff Moran, Sesquicentennial Chair

Missions plans
program support

TheMissions Committee met February 11.
Local outreach projectsweredecided: First
Quarter: CMCA (Centra Missouri Community
Action) and Rainbow House; Second Quarter:
HAVEN House and Kingdom Respite Careand
Hospice; Third Quarter: Adult Day Connection
and Missouri Center for Rura Ministry; Fourth
Quarter: SERVE.

CMCA, acommunity action agency, helps
personswith limited financial resourcesandlong-
term and/or emergency needsgain salf-
aufficiency indaily living. ProgramsincludeHead
Start, Family Resource Program, Foster
Grandparents Program, Housing Programsand
referral assistance.

Rainbow Houseisanew outreach program
for MCC. Programsinclude emergency
Children’sShdlter, Therapy Program, CrisisCare
Family Support, Court-mandated Parenting Skills
Classesand aRegional Child Advocacy Center.

During themonth of Marchwewill collect
canned fruit for SERV E Food Pantry.

ElanelLong




Prayers

Sympathy

Sympathy for thefamily of Dorothy Hood
Bedsworth who died February 13, 2007. Her
family includesher son, Art Bedsworth and her
grandsons, Jason and Justinand their families.

Prayersof sympathy to Debbie, Kenand
James Owenson the death of Debbie sfatherin
November.

Concerns

Prayersfor Wayne Latty whoishome after a
recent hospitaization.

Prayersfor Pat Shoreswho fell and broke
her ankleand for Richard with health concersn.

Prayersfor SaraGuse’ who hasreturned
homefollowing treatmentsfor cancer.

Prayersfor Greg Brady whoisrecovering
from back surgery and for Pam and Brandy
Brady who are undergoing teststo determine
medical trestments.

Continued prayersfor Jean Bryant whoisat
TheBluffsandisnow under care of hospice.

Prayersfor Cindy Baumgartner who
continuesdealingwith Multiple Sclerosis.

Prayersfor thosewho areill with bad colds

Prayersfor Bill Hudson'sbrother, Eddie,
whowill behaving surgery.

Prayersfor servicemen and womenwho
face dangersand for thefamilieswho experience
the struggleswith thewounded and theloss of life
for many. Especidly prayersfor AmandaSmith’'s
brother and John McCldlan.

Joys
Congratul ationson anew grest-

granddaughter for Carol Cox and J.D. and Letha
Baumgartner. Savannah Grace L eeper-

Baumgartner was born February 1, 2007.
Parents are Megan L eeper and Dusty
Baumgartner. Grandparentsare Marty and L ori
Baumgartner.

It wasajoy towelcomeJ.D. and Letha
Baumgartner who worshipped with us.

Congratulationsto Cory and Jenny (Tucker)
Cummingsonthebirth of their son, Tucker Dean
Cummingswho wasborn February 4, 2007.
Grandparentsare Dave and Mary Tucker.

i« K% ¢ T ¢

Tucker Dean Cummings

March Communion

Elders e—
Carol Cox
ElaineLong

Ushers LIy A——. )
SherryHoesch 7=l oy
JH.Long —

Preparation o e~
Dan Cassidy AL
Ralph Rowlett =T PRAR L )

Bread -
Mar 4 —Pat Baumgartners
Mar 11 —Vicki Fritz
Mar 18 —AnnaSue Harmon
Mar 25—Beth Haas

Attendance
Jan29 ............... 31 Feb1l............. 46
Feb4 ... 39 Febl8....... 35

January finance report
We need to receive $4,824 each month to meet our budget

Month Year to date
BeginningBdance  $10,084.43 $10,084.43
Income $2,905.86 $2,905.86
Expenses $4,17559 $4,175.59

Ending Balance $8,814.70  $8,814.70




Youth plan exciting events

Lock-In Easter Egg Hunt
Theyouth group plansto hold alock-in April 1-Helpwith
starting 7 pm on Friday March 23 until 9 am Easter Egg Hunt after
Saturday March 24. Theolder youthare Fellowship Dinner on
planning theactivities(games, movies, food, Pdm Sunday
music, efc.), and adult sponsorswill workin - Planning
shiftstokeep up... Contact Barbaraor Jeff April 29- Meet at
Moranfor moreinformation. MCC to plan Youth

Laity Sunday and
: assembledonations
Youth fundraiser o Rei Mo House
IS great SUccess Laity Sunday
. May 13—Youth
TheYouth Group Fundraiser held Saturday, Laatyy Sunda?/u
Feb. 10, served about 70 medls, raising over Mother's Da§/

$560 for youth activities, camp fees, and

missions. Thoseattending enjoyed anicecandle-

lit dinner with tasty pit roasted pork and all the
fixins'. Youth decorated, prepared food,
greeted guests, collected money, seated guests,
served drinks and food, washed dishes, and

swept floors. Theadult staff (Terri Callins, Linda
Cassidy, Lisaand Ken Bright, and Barbaraand
Jeff Moran) guided and assisted. Thankstoall of
our Church Family for your support of theyouth.

Been awhile since you've
been in worship with us?

We've MISSED YOU!!

Phone Tree available

An updated tel ephonetree hasbeen
prepared and isavailable onthetableinthe

Snow removal

Mar —Johnand Lynn Reynolds

Kristen, Jeff, and Cody help prepare the food for the successful
“pulled pork” fundraising

Benevolent headquarters sold

TheNationa Benevolent
Association (NBA), thesocial and
health servicesdivison of theChristian
Church (Disciplesof Christ) hassold
itsSt. Louis, Mo. headquartersand
adjacent land, aspart of itsongoing

HVAC campaign
getting the
temperature down

0— (M

1,000 —
2,000 —
3,000 —

bankruptcy proceedings. 4,000 —

The propertiessold for a 2000 —
combined $3.7 million at auction. 7.000 —

The 25,000 square-foot 9,000 — | | #$9374
headquarterswas purchased by 0000 =

Children’'sHopeInternational for $3.2 | 12,000 —
million. Anundeveloped 2.2-acre
property adjacent tothemainfacility
sold for $525,000 to an unknown

buyer.
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You're invited ... to a Cookie Lee Jewelry show open house!

CookieL eehashigh-quality, affordable sensationa! It’s pure shopping, no presentation.
fashionjewdry you Il loveat great prices, plus Stop by for afew minutesor stay awhiletovisit
you'll learn how totakeyour look fromsimpleto & enjoy asnack—thentakethejewelry you
purchase homewithyou. And, if youbringa
friend who makesapurchase, you'll receivea
gpecid giftfree!

Cookie L ee Consultant: Do Swenson
(neighbor of Rita'sin Lake Breeze)

Note: Doisdonating 15% of thejewelry
sal es proceeds back to our church for the
Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning Fund!

Date/Time: Sunday, Feb. 25th 2:30-4:00pm

HostessName: RitaAdams

Address: 1844 County Road 360 (L ake
Breeze), Millersburg

If you can’t attend but would liketolook at a
catalog at church or CWF, I’d beglad totake
your order.

RitaAdams

Thanks

Thefamily of BerthaMilner wouldliketo
thank the membersof the church for the beautiful
green plant and thewonderful homemadefood
that was provided. A special thank youto Rev.
Fred Erickson for the beautiful serviceandto
LoisJean Longfor her memorid tributeat the
sarvice. Thank you dl for your visits, phonecadls,
and prayers. Everything you didistruly
appreciated.

TheFamily of BerthaMilner.

The congregation expresses appreciationto
thefamily of BerthaMilner which namedthe
Congregationfor memoria contributions.

The new sanctuary windows will be dedicated during worship Lectionary Scriptures for March

on March 18. The windows are a gift of Harold and Bess Sun, Mar 4, ‘07 Sun, Mar 18, ‘07
Reisch, and were designed and made by their daughter Susan Genesis15:1-12 Joshua5:9-12
Kay Berkley of Sassafras Moone World Gifts. 17-18 ’ Psalm 32
Psalm 27 2 Corinthians5:16-
Children’s Church Philippians3:17-4:1 21
Mar 4—Chelsey Bowles Luke 13:31—35 or Luke15: 13 11b-32
; ; Luke9:28-36 Sun, Mar 25, ‘07
Mar 11 —Kristen Cassidy ‘ . :
; : Sun, Mar 11, ‘07 Isaiah43:16-21
Mar 18—Justin Collins . )
Mar 24 —Kristen Bright |saian 55:1-9 Psalm 126
Psalm 63:1-8 Philippians3:4b-14
1 Corinthians10:1- John12:1-8
March 13
food item for SERVE: Luke13:1-9

Canned fruit




2007 Week of Compassion Offering Observance Begins

by Johnny Wray, Director
Week of Compassion

DisciplesacrosstheU.S. and Canadaare
being invited to maketheir giftsto the 2007
Week of Compassion Offering. Our hope, to be
sure, isthat our membersand friendswill beas
generousasever. Theinvitation, however, is
more, much more, than asmplerequest for some
of your dimesand dollars, cash and checksfor
another specid offeringinthechurch. Itisalsoan
invitation that bidsusto confront afundamental
questionin our common humanity andinthe
Chrigtianfaith - thequestion posedinthisyear’s
theme: “Whoismy neighbor?’

Whoismy neighbor?When | wasasmall
child, my neighborswerethe peoplewholived
next door, acrossthe street. L ater, after | got my
first bike, I discovered | livedin aneighborhood
and had even moreneighbors. Indeed, part and
parcel of growing upisdiscovering ever larger
neighborhoods, new and more neighbors, until
now - with theinternet, globalization, and jet
trave - the question might well be, “Whoisn't my
neighbor?’

| wastaking with apastor/friend recently,
and shecommented quitefavorably onthisyear’s
offering material s— attractive, good resources,
good ideas. But she pointed out that wedidn’t
get the question quiteright. The question Jesus
addresses, shesaid, isnot so much, “Whoismy
neighbor?’ but rather, “Towhomam| a
neighbor?’ I’ veread L uke 10:25-37 umpteen
timesbut | missedthat. | read it again. Shewas
right. Thequestionredly is,“ Towhomam| a
neighbor?’

It'sasubtledifference, but acritical one. The
first question drawslines, setslimits, rationalizes,
evadesrespons bility. Thesecond questionisa
summonsto arelationship, acall to respongblity
andto anew way of living. Indeed, Jesustellsthe
story of the Good Samaritan not to answer the
question, “Whoismy neighbor?’ but to chalenge
me now to ask, “ Towhom am | aneighbor?’
Andtheanswer isto anyonewhose need
congtitutesaclaim on my mercy - anyonewhose
predicament demandsfrom me acompassionate
response.

Every day we encounter peoplewhose need,
whosesituationinlife, criesout for
neighborliness, for compassion and mercy. Look
around your sanctuary on Sunday morning. Read

the nameson the church
prayer list. Drivethroughthe
streetsof your community.
Peruse the morning paper.
Watch theevening news.
Thereare peopleeverywhere
whoseneedswouldlay a
claimon our compassion.

Itiscertainly at the center
of everyday lifehereat Week
of Compassion. Peoplein
Foridawhosecommunities
have been ripped asunder by
tornadoes; folk throughout the Gulf South il
wonderingif they’ Il ever be ableto return home;
farmersintheMidwest, having lost their livestock
fromwinter storms, now worryingif they will lose
their farms; familiesin Darfur, Sudan, ontherun
fromviolenceandterror; survivorsof the
earthquakein Pakistan, thetsunami inIndonesia,
thelanddidesinthe Philippines, peoplefacing
another year without rain, and thereforewithout
food, inKenya, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia.
Everywherethere are peoplewhose needs place
aclaimonour compassion.

It can, of course, seem so demanding asto
beoverwhelming, if not downrightimpossible.
No wonder some passto thethe other side. But
for thosewho stop and offer whatever “oil and
wine” they can - Jesusoffersthe greatest
invitation of al —toliveashisneighbor, inhis
neighborhood, now andforever.

Neghborly,

Johnny Wray

MCC and Northeast Area
both looking for secretaries

Theposition of church secretary for
Millersburg Chrigtian Church <till hasnot yet
beenfilled. If you haveany interest, contact
Fred. Someof theresponsbilitiesare: picking up
themail, keeping the bulletin board current,
copying the bulletin and newd etter, buying office
supplies, and keeping the calendar current.

Also, theNortheast Areaof the Christian
Churchisasolooking for anew Administrative
Assgtant. Theposition callsfor someonewhois
adetailed-oriented self-starter; capable of multi-
tasking; akeeper of confidences; proficientin
Word, Excel, and Publisher (Peachtreewould be
abonusg!); and exudeshospitaity, humility,
hel pfulness, honesty, and hope.
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What is your
“Big Question”?

What would you like to talk
about?

What have you been
wondering about regarding
the Bible,
your faith,
the meaning of life?

Discuss these issues the

I Sundays of Lent: Feb. 25
vl : . ;
Cmipr Mar. 4, 11, 18, & 25
| still love my enemy, but he's pushing his luck.” at 6:30 pm
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