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Now is the time to start afresh!

With the start of the new year comesthe include: Chrigtian Education, Membership and
desireto start afresh and consider what is Evangelism, Missonsand Benevolence,
important tous. Will you spend moretimewith Property, Stewardship and Finance, and
your family? Exercisemore? Read moreand Worship.
watchlessTV? Whilemaking your decisions, Also, wenow havean ad hoc committeeto
consider how you can help our churchdoits coordinate the Sesquicentennia Celebration.
work inthe community and theworld. Thanksfor your help so that Millersburg

Sign up and be part of acommitteeto lend Chrigtian Church can continueto beavita group
your talentsand time during thecoming year. doing God'swork intheworld.

Thelistisposted on thebulletin board. BarbaraMoran
Committeesto consider that need your support New Board Chairperson

Starting over is good

Inour busy and hecticlives, we are blessed
with many opportunitiestojust “start over.” The
most obviousisthe beginning of anew year when
wemakeNew Year’ sResolutions, and resolveto
do something differently, make amends, get rid of
bad habits, start doing something constructive, or
to just be abetter person—maybe morefriendly
and compassionate. Theseareadl worthy goals
and objectives. Now isthetimeto“just doit.”

But New Yearsisnot theonly timewe have
to begin again. A month ago, whenwebegan
Advent, we started anew year in our worship
and study of the scriptures. On Sunday, April 8,
wewill celebrate Easter, theresurrection of our
Lord, whenthehopeof eternd lifewasoffered
toal and anew relationship opened between
humanity and God. On Sunday, May 27, wewill
cel ebrate Pentecost, the birthday of the church
when our worship asaChrigtian community

began.

But each Sunday morning, whenwegather
arOl_Jnd_theLord’sTabIe, wearecelebratinga People of many ages took part and participated in the annual
beginning—achanceto start over, arenewal. Christmas program and pageant written and directed by Jeff
L et’sbeginthe new year withagood start. and Barbara Moran.

Gather inworship, commit to abetter life, find
the promise of Advent in hope, peace, joy, and
love.

Fred
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The Sesquicentennial Celebration approaches

The sesquicentennial celebrationiscoming up
on Friday, August 22, 2008. That may seem like
along waysoff, but weal know how timedlips
away.

So we need to start getting ready for it—
NOW!! From now until then, | will havean
articlein each newdetter that givessomehistory
of thechurch aswell asupdates on plansfor the
celebration. If anyone seeserrorsor omissionsin
what | write, pleaselet meknow. If anyone
happensto have an appropriatediary, letters,
photos (particularly from the 19th century or
early part of 20th century) pleaselet me know.

Although agroup of folkscalling themsalves
“Chrigtians’ (asopposed to Presbyteriansor
Methodistsor Baptists) began meetinginthe
Millersburg areaasearly as 1819 (we can have
another celebrationin 2019), wedecided to
focuson thedate of August 22, 1858, asseverd
sourcescitethat date asthe official incorporation
of Millersburg Christian Church, anditisthetime
when construction of awood frame church
building onthe present sitewas compl eted.

Elaine long helped coordinate the Christmas
gifts donated for a family adopted through
SERVE. $145 was given toward utilities at
Callaway electric. Cindy Baumgartner brought
videos and books, some of which were given
to the family, with the rest shared with Central

Wewould liketo do several specia thingsin
recognition of thisupcoming significant event:
produceaDV D and/or print historical document;
re-enact abaptismthiscoming summer at theold
baptismal holein Cedar Creek (for which
someone has aready volunteered, and perhaps
othersmay want to participate), tc.

Some people have agreed to be onthe
Sesquicentennial Celebration Committee, and
getting an early start will helpinthe process of
sorting photos and other tasks. But more hands
and eyesand memoriesare also needed to help
withtheplanning.

Seeyou all on Friday, August 22, 2008!!

Jeff Moran

Christmas Music was special

Wewere privileged to have enjoyed superb
Christmasmusic during Advent thisyear. The
choir sang great, asaways, but theflute
accompaniment by Beth Haaswasajoyful touch.
Theduet by “ TheKristens,” Bright and Cassidy,
wasuplifting.

We a so enjoyed the MCC band on
Christmas Eve day, and were moved by the
Moran Quartet. Singing someof thelessfamiliar
and moreclassical Christmascarolswasajoy
during Sunday School onthat day.

Christmasisatimeof good music, and weat
theMillersburg Christian Church areparticularly
blessed with tal ented peoplewho pitchinand
sharetheir skillsthrough our worship together.

Missouri Community Action. The missions
committee expresses appreciation for all
those who contributed toward the
Thanksgiving baskets and Christmas family.

The JOY Choir made several musical contributions toward our
celebration of Advent and Christmas, including a special
number, in costume, for the Christmas pageant.



Prayers

Sympathy

Sympathy for thefamily of Joe Fisher who
died December 15, 2006. Heand hiswife Jane
havelivedin Columbiafor severa years.

Prayersfor thefamily and friendsof longtime
Millersburg resident Bob Weffenstettewho
passed away Dec. 15.

Prayersfor RosieHarrisonIndeeand her 3
children on the sudden death of her husband.
Rosieand many of her sistersbaby sat at our
churchfor many years.

Concerns

Prayersfor Ruth Forseewhofell recently and
was hospitalized. On December 30, shewill
moveto BooneLanding, 109 N. Keene St.
Columbia, MO 65201.

Prayersfor SaraGuséwho was hospitalized
recently and isnow home and undergoing
treatment for cancer.

Continued prayersfor Jean Bryant whoisat
TheBluffsandisnow under care of hospice.

Prayersfor Darrel Schermerhornwho
continuestreatment for cancer.

Prayersfor Cindy Baumgartner who
continuesdeding with Multiple Sclerosis.

Continued prayersfor Wayne L atty.

Continued prayersfor BerthaMilner.

Prayersfor Harold Rei sch’sbrother Elmer.

Continued prayersfor Shirley Martin'ssister
and brother.

Prayersfor Dick Hansonwhoishaving
esophagus surgery on December 28.

Prayersfor San Adamswho ishaving knee
surgery on January 3rd.

Prayersfor Rip Russall whowill behaving his
heart rhythm adjusted on January 3rd.

Prayersfor servicemen and womenwho
face dangersand for thefamilieswho experience
the struggleswith thewounded and theloss of life
for many, especidly prayersfor AmandaSmith’'s
brother who isbeing deployed to Baghdad.

Joys

CongratulationstoAshley Bethell and Gary
Hackmann who wererecently engaged to be
married.

Congratulationson anew grandson for
Jmmieand Sherry Hoesch. Great-grandparents
areJmmy and FrancesBittle.

CongratulationstoAllen Bright onreceiving
hisBSinAccounting. Hewill beemployedin
cost accounting at ATK Industriesnear
I ndependence.

Prayersof thanksgiving for Sally Erickson
who hasregained mobility following knee
surgery.

JohnMcCldlanwill berecognized asan
Outstanding Missourian. Theawardwill be
madein the chambers of the House of
Representativesat 10:00 am. on January 10.
Prayerscontinuefor hisrecovery.

January Communion

Elder
KenBright

Usher
KrigenBright

Preparation
LisaBright

Bread
Jan 7—Shirley Martin
Jan 14—LoisLong
Jan 21 — Pat Baumgartner
Jan 28—Lynn Reynolds

Attendance
Dec3............ snow Decl7.............. 51
Dec10.............. 51 Dec25.............. 60

November finance report
We need to receive $4,824 each month to meet our budget

Month Year to date
Beginning Baance $3,245.26 $12,437.67
Income $13,276.45 $53,766.25
Expensss $7,248.67 $56,930.88

Ending Balance $9,273.04 $9,273.04




From the outgoing President:

Itisalwaysapleasuretowork witha
talented, enthusiastic, caring group of peoplelike
Millersburg Christian Church, and being

Officers elected

TheBoard of the congregation, at theannual
Board caucus, elected officersfor the 2007 year.
Elected to officewere:

Board President: BarbaraMoran

Vice-president: Carol Cox

Treasurer: LisaBright

Asst. Treasurer: J. H. Long

Secretary: ElaineLong

Theseareimportant positionsinthelifeof the
congregation. Oneway we show our support,
and help them do their work, isto volunteer to
serve on oneof thecommitteesof thechurch.

Annual reports due

Wedo sgnificant ministry together. Itis
important that we have arecord of what we have
done so that we can better plan our futurework
to beeven moreeffective. Itisaso animportant
historical account of theway our congregation
has served the Kingdom of God.

Inorder to best do this, each year we
preparean“Annua Report.” All committee
chairsand constituency group leadersareinvited
to submit areport of their work for thisreport.
Thereportsare due at the Board meeting on
Tuesday, January 9.

Alyssa and Kristen Cassidy sang a special
number for the Christmas pageant. They also
served as readers along with Kristen Bright
and Jordan Collins.

President of the Board isone of theeasier jobsin
thework of thechurch sinceal the*red” work
getsdoneby the various committees, the minister,
the secretary, etc.

We continuetolift up our collectivemission
work asastrong congregational feature and hope
that peoplewill support Sunday School and
Worshipto an even greater degreein thecoming
year. We still need to reach out to the community
of Millersburg and continueto welcomevistors
and new peopleintown. And wetry to continue
growing ingraceand spirit.

Jeff Moran

The MCC Band presented arousing prelude of Christmas
carols to begin worship on Christmas Eve day.

HVAC campaign
. getting the
Sign up for a temperature down
committee. Loog [
. 2,000 —
Enjoy the work of | 30—
5,000 —
the church. 6.000 —
8,000 —
Be a p.ar.t of the 9000 <:$9374
decisions. nos =
Help set our 14000 —
. . 15,000 —
direction. 17,000 —




Thanks are expressed

Thanksfor thosewhollit theAdvent Candles:
JH and LoisLong, John and Lynn Reynolds, Kim
Kulasand Kim Loyd and the Cassidy and
Moran Family.

Toour friendsat Millersburg,

Sally and | would liketo expressour sincere
appreciation for the generous Christmasgift. We
will add it to our account for aspecial projectin
thefuture. Fredand Sally

From TheAdult Day Connection

Thank you for the generous gift of $185.07
totheAdult Day Connection. Itisaprivilegeto
servefamiliesin our community who need adult
day hedlth care. Your gift will beavailableto
st familieswho need our servicesbut cannot
affordthefull fee.

Enabling familiesinthiscommunity to keep
someoneintheir homerather than placethemina

The youth of the congregation came early on the day they
went Christmas caroling to help prepare a basket of cookies
and fruit for those who were shut-in or ill in the Millersburg
area.

Children’s Church

Jan 7—Chelsey Bowles
Jan 14 —Kristen Cassidy
Jan 21—Justin Callins
Jan 28—Kristen Bright

January
item for SERVE:
Household and

personal products

nursing homeisachoicethat may bepossible
because of adult day health care. Your continued
support isgreetly appreciated.

Sincerely, Tish Thomas, Director

From Missouri School of Religion
Center for Rurd Ministry

Thisletter acknowledgesrecei pt of arecent
contribution of $185.06 from Millersburg Chris-
tian Churchto M SR Center for Rura Minidtry.
We greatly appreciate your support.

We pledgethat your generousgift will be
directed towardsfurthering themisson of MSR.
Theseeffortscontinueto center around providing
transforming experiences of leader development,
ministerid preparation and continuing education.
Asalways, weplaceemphasisonsmal and rura
churchesand communities.

| wasdelighted to hear that your church has
included usinitsoutreach. Thank you. Your gift
will truly bless.

Sincerdly, Fran Schnarre

Director of Educationa Ministry

Krysta Jacobs, OfficeAdministrator

Snow removal

Jan—JH. Long, Morans
Feb —
Mar —John & Lynn Reynolds

Lectionary Scriptures for January

Sun,Jan7, ‘07 Sun, Jan 21, ‘07
Isaiah43:1-7 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6,
Psam 29 8-10
Acts8:14-17 Psam 19
Luke3:15-17, 21- 1 Corinthians 12:12-

22 3la

Sun, Jan 14, ‘07 Luke4:14-21
Isaiah62:1-5 Sun, Jan 28, ‘' 07
Psam 36:5-10 Jeremiah 1:4-10
1 Corinthians12:1- Psam71:1-6

11 1 Corinthians 13
John2:1-11 Luke4:21-30




Visitors are appreciated

We have been blessed with severa visitors
over theAdvent season. We have enjoyed
having Sally Ericksonwith usassheconcludes
her ministry with the Huntsville Christian Church
and isabout to begin another ministry withthe
Dripping Spring Christian Church north of
Columbia

We have a so appreciated Pam and Darius
Brady and Edmund and Brandy Schsag from
Blue Springs, MO.

Kim, Lance, and Gabriella Loyd were Mary,
Joseph, and the baby Jesus for the Christmas
pageant.

Poinsettias are given in memory

The sanctuary was brightened during advent
with poinsettias placed therein memory of
departed loved ones:

Michael Bethell, husband of Carolynand
father of Ashley and Lance, grandfather of
Savannah and Hunter.

Walter and“ MissEula’ Baumgartner, parents
of Patty Baumgartner.

GlenBaumgartner, father of Larry
Baumgartner.

Jack Callins, grandfather of Justin and Jordan
Callins

L eonard and Edna Sigman, grandparents of
Cindy and great-grandparents of Casey and
Cody Baumgartner.

7

Carolyn Bethell certainly winsthe“fill apew”
prize, filling two pewswith her and Bill
Anderson’'sfamilies Marshdl,Amy andRylie
Smmonsand Billie Jean Anderson. Ashley
Bethdll brought her new fiancé, Gary Hackmann.

It wasaso ajoy to have Ron Miller worship
with usand to bring histhree granddaughters:
Rylie, Alexisand Kaylee. Wecontinuetolifeup
Roninour prayersfollowing theuntimely death
of hiswifeLouise.

We are still looking for a
church secretary.
Is this something you
would like to do?

Youth enjoy caroling

Theyouth of the congregation, and afew
adults, joined together in singing Christmascarols
at thehomesof several of our members. They
first traveled to Fulton and the Churchhill Manor
to carol at thehome of Ruth Forsee. They then
traveled to Peggy Rose, BerthaMilner, Otmar
and Sara Stephens, SaraGusg, and LoisLong.

Women to meet

The Christian Women'sFellowship (CWF)
will meet at the home of MaurineLongon
Monday, January 15, at 6:30 pm. Thetopicwill
be*2007: Ohthepossibilities.” They will be
looking at keeping track of joysthroughtheyear.
Bring asaladto share.

The women of the congregation gathered at
the home of Carolyn Bethell for their annual
“cookie exchange.”




Communion will be different in January

At the Board caucusthe Eldersand Deacons
decided totry adifferent way to do communion
during themonth of January. Itwill bea
combination of theway wenormally do
communion and theway wedoit at specid
services, suchasMaundy Thursday and

Chrigmascandldight communion.
Whenitistimeto partake of the communion
elementswewill comeforward by rows,
beginning with those seated closest to thefront.
The Elder and Deaconswill bestanding infront
of thechancel steps. The Elder will be holding the

The little angels of the congregation sang a special number
during the Christmas pageant held December 9.
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bread, and thetwo Deaconswill each beholding
atray of cups. Personspartaking of communion
will comeup the center aide, break off apiece of
bread from the Elder and partake of it. They will
then step toward the deacon on their side of the
church and partake of the cup. They will then
returntotheir pew by thesideaide.

Those unableto cometo thefront will be
served wherethey are seated by the deacons.

Wewill be coming up with aprocess
whereby we can get congregational responseto
thisway of doing communion.

What are you doing to start the
new year off on the right foot?
What are you going to do for the
church this next year?
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