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Preface tahe Millersburg Christian Church History
Barbara K. Gulick, Interim Minister, 2008

This is the Lorddés doing; it is marvel o

It is a marvelous and humbling experience to serve a congregation that has witnessed to
the love of Godn Christ from the same location for 150 years and ministered to this community
since the earliest days of settlement in the Millersburg area, a congregation with ties to the
founders of the Stor€a mp b e | | movement . T h an k gneticubousJ e f f M.
research, as well as the recollections of members and ministers, this is a remarkable and
delightfully readable document of the history of religious practice and expression in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries encapsulated within the asadumsmall but always vital
rur al church. Mill ersburg Christian Churchos
congregation devoted to ministry within the community and to the world beyond is evident
throughout these pages.

And the church in 2008 contiles its proud and active traditions.

You are Gododébs own people, chosen to procl a
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people,
butnowyomr e Godbés peoelple.. .1 Peter 2:9
Yet i nway@®bcdumtsg history, 150 years of ministry is but a preface to the great

work that God has yet planned for Millersburg Christian Church. One hundred and fifty years is
but the foundation upon which the new work is to be built. So even as we cetelsrpsest and
lift up those who have | abored with such devo
Kingdom of Callaway, today is just the beginning.
efor th first things
i al

e h a
Seam making t

ve passed away. An
I hi ngsa new. 0 Revel a

To God be the glory! Amen!
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Introduction

This book describes the history of the Millersburg ChrisGanrch of Millersburg,
Missouri as best we know.iDespite itssize, this bookloes not pretentd be a comprehensive
historyof the Millersburg community, the state of Missouri, or the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) denomination. Nonethelessg thistory of any institution, great or aih) cannot be
separatedrom the community in which it exist&nd so this book includes some general
informationabout Millersburg, the state of Missouri, and the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). Even befoeits incorporation on August 22, 1854, its present locatiothis church has
been an integral part of the Millersburg community, and in turn has beetedftey events
occurring in thiscommunity, as well as in Callaway County, the state of MissthailUnited
States, and the world at larg@ons and daughters of the Millersburg community have served in
wars, aided people suffering through natural and-made disasters all over the world, and have
often themselves moved to live in faraway places;famdl ks from t he Aoutsi de
to Millersburgand now call it home

Peopleintheareac al | i ng t hemsel ves AChristianso ( a
A Met h o d)nsetirspioneer homes arallog structure abo@®miles south opreseniday
Millersburgas eay as1817 orl819,and more formallyoeginningaround 1838 butrecords of
these dateseemainvagueuncertain andoftenconflicting. Thus we choseAugust 22,1858 as
the starting point for our sesquicentennial celebration sinceadearirces cite thatateas the
official incorporationof the congregatioat its present sitexs will be detailed lateand it is
afterall, 150 years ago.

Millersburg, Missouri, a unincorporatedural community of several hundred persons,
lies inwestern Callaway County at the junctionstditeroads F, J, and WW, about 10 miles east
of Columbig home of the main campus of the University of Missand 10 miles west of
Fulton, the county seat of Callaway Couratlyd home to two collegéghe Missouri School for
the Deafa state hospital, and a maximum security prison facAibput 20 milesa the soutlof
Millersburg, the Missouri River separates Callaway County from the state capital (Jefferson
City) and Cole an@©sage Countieedar Creekneandering couple of miles to the west of
Millersburg, forms most of the western boundary of Callaway Cowefyarating it from Boone
County, to the north lies Audrain County, to the east Montgomery County. Interstate 70 passes
east and west about 4 a8l north of Millersburgthe intersectiof I-70 and State &adJ, which
runs through Millersburgjoes not have any major development (until recently anyisiyich
of the landaround Millersburgonsists of rolling hillconverted to crops and pastyrasd now
being converted to #fsomeowbluffyocaisatorgtCeddreskaridd i vi s i

? peters, G. 193Disciples of Christ in MissouriThe Centennial Commission.

3 Westminster College and William Woods University. In 1946, the Westminster College campus also served as the

siteof S'Wi nst on Churchil |l 6s f aheBinews ofiFeacem whictCtoat phrase was firss p e e ¢ h,
used in a public setting: AFrom $dneurtdinhas déescendedraerosBal t i ¢
the conti nent . GhurBhdl tlimed an hamhteicbakpdepetatoes, asparagus tips, salad, hot rolls, and

ice cream, and reportedly said, AThe pig has reached i f
was cured by longime Millersburg Christian Churchenmb er Di ck Scruggs. Thee Bil l Cl a
Columbia TribungMarch 4, 2005http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/mar/20050304feat001.asp

* As of 2008, this intersgion/interstate exit had a restaurant/motel, antique mall, music theater, truck sales facility,

custom cabinet shop, and several other small businesses along parallel frontage roads on either side of the interstate.
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some USDA Forest&viceland lies nearbyLittle Dixie Lake, a 208acre Missouri Department
of Conservation fishing lake created in 1958 with an aswatseveral hundred acre wildlife

conservation area, occupies most of the northeastern quadrant of the Millersbarfeatteacts
some visitors to the community
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Google Earth photo of the Millersburg area

Although a few people in the communitylisthake their living from farming, many
residents of Millersburg work in Columbia (where the University of Missouri is the largest
employer), Fulton, or Jefferson Cits of 2008 the immediatéMillersburgareahad two
convenience stores (one with a gegisn, one with a feed store), a restauranigerinary
hospital, a bulk mail facilitya quarry,car wash, two preschoolsgveral cottage industries and
construction businesses, theeeit o repair shops, a Lionés Club,
(@and t he Wor | @andDrV@hardefy. In Bdalitiom® the Christian Church, the
Millersburgcommunity supports the Millersburg Baptist Churchngregation; the Prairie
Chapef aUnited Methodist congregation, is about 4 miles to the north&désite Cloud
Presbyterian Church originated within the Millersburg ommity in 1831° butbuilt its present
building at docation on state road F about 4 miles east of Millersbut@&8°. Central

® See: http://www.worldsworstfarmer.com/ t hat 6s Lewi s Baumgartner, and he re
if youdbd seen his wheat crop | ast year, youdd be thank:
® See: http://www.tranquility.net/~scimusic/
"The 1884 History of Callaway Counsays that this church was first organized around 1840 by Rev. Noah Flood
(which sounds |i ke a fistage nameo0 to me).

® The 1884 History of Callaway Counsays that this church was first organized around 1854.
° From the1884 History of Callaway County

10 Seehttp://patriciaspatchwork.com/Cemeteries.htm
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Christian Church'is on state road F about 7 miles ess¥lillersburg and Olivet Christian

ChurcH?is on state road WW about 7 miles west of Millersbiirdqp e Mi | | er 6s Cr eek
Church originated about the same time as the Millersburg Christian Omesiclthe site of the

original Christian @urch buildirg; it held services until 197@&nd was used by our church

during the construction of our present sanctuary in 19@69pwing whichthat church building

fell into a state of disrepair amyentuallycollapsed; a cemetery remains on that property with

grave markers dating from the 185@scluding that of Samuel Millerone of the founders of the
Millersburg communityup to the present day

For around 30 years, someone in the Millersburg community has published a monthly, or
since 2003 bipweek|l n, fonews pat wenty page docum
birthdays, anniversaries, events, and ads tha
newspapers. The current incarnation of this newspagdreisCocklebur Chronicleand for more
information about the Millersburg community, visit this websiteiw.freewebs.com/cocklebur/

The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) denomi
nation grew oudf an early 19
century effort to bé n o n
denominational
Millersburg Christian Church
(MCC) holds to that inclusive
tradition as its cuent or recent
membership comes from
PresbyterianiVethodist,
Baptist, LutheranCatholic,
Mormon, aml other
denominationabackgrounds
as well as those raised in the
Christian Church (Disciplesf
Christ) traditions

*{ original MCC site
(1810-1857)
971"

fOver the ourse of its 150 plus years Millersburg, this church has hefdore than
6,000worship services attended by well over 200,000 people. We have had at least a thousand
potluck meals and other fellowship events; over 500 baptisms; countless weddirigsexats,
meals shared with the hungry, quilts stitched, camp meetings, vacation Bible schools, and
community celebrationséand thatoés just for st
love of Christ revealed at Millersburg Christian @tueach othe last 150 yearghat amounts
to 30,000 men, women, and childrem;60,000 hands held in love and welcome and
compassion. And how do we begin to count the pragtrs?

! Central Christian Church was foundedl®81 and celebrated its 128nniversary in 2006.
12 Olivet Christian Church was founded in 1874. 8gp://olivetchristianchurch.missouri.org/
“rom Rev. Barbara Gulickés sermon, Feb. 3, 2008.
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In the Beginning . . .

The history of the Millersburg Christian Church begaroupe of thousand years ago
when . . . OK, we wonodét go back quite that f
Church cannot be entirely separated from the history of the denomination or the Christian church
in general. However, far more authotite texts exist which describe Jud€aristian history
and traditions (that would be tiB#ble and the thousands of associated writjngs

The late 18 century has been described by some historians as the most immoral period
in American history* Thecolonies which grew into theew nation of the United Statkad
been populated to a large degbgeoutcasts and rebels seeking religious and political freedom,
and after achieving independence from Enghaadhe Revolutionary War (1776/81) some
of them became pioneers heading west into unknown, lawless teripthe 1790sa few
Europeans had been all over North America, mostly folks interested in the fur trade, explorers
searching for precious minerals, and missionaries. Nonethatdke, end othe Revolutionary
War,the area west of the Appalachians remained langgtypown andunpopulated by
Europeans. Howeverneugh people crossed thaseuntains following the revolutioto make
Kentucky a stateni1792,Tennessee in 179@nd Ohio in 1803

And many brought the traditpieaoamapfs ff eleiegioaon
r el i guithahend.lh 1800 onlya small fractiorof the people of the United Statdaimed
membership in any church

Into this arenappearedwo independenmovementshatrenounced all denominational
ties andaterunited to become the Christian Church (Disciples of Chfi®jarton Warren Stone
(17721844) the foundeof one of thosenovemers, was torn in Port Tobacco, Marylandn
December 24His father died wheBarton was a boy, and during the Revolutionary W,
mother moved the family tihe wilds ofsouthwestern Virgini#o try to escape the conflict
Bartonreceived educatiomt Davi d Cal dwel |l 6s Guil ford Acader
to pursue a caer in law, but he changed his mirmehd after much sowdearchingentered the
ministry through the Presbyterian Church. In the late 1790s, he served two churches in Bourbon
County*’ Kentucky Cane Ridg® and Concordabou 20 miles northeast of Lexina.

14 See, for exampleyww.google.com/books?isbn=1566395526

www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/bstone/history.htiamhd others.

®From one of many exa mp'lcentury] Séther'Wogl afGddiwasga death lettereThe Bibke 1 9
with the multitude was a sealed book, its teachings confused, its dispensations not understood, its word not rightly
divided, its commandmentsade of none effect by human tradition. . . . Surslahyools and missionary societies

were regarded by many as heretical. Unbelief was widespread. . . . the moral tone of the people was low,
intemperance was general, and amid the feuds and bickeringst®fsd schisms the Church was a barren as she

was bel wwnaun.ca/rels/tesimovi/texts/fpower/etc/HDDOC.HTM

16 Several other movements of the time also protested denoamiaksim, including Mormons, Seventay
Adventists, Jehova h®OhsistaViChurcres and athecs/leativklyg termed dyehistians as
Airestorationistsod; at t hpopuammtee frontienrecluding ®largeoneairl 1800ater e b e c
Creedance Clearwater Churichwestern Kentucky; sd#tp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Great_Awakening for

more information.

" Bourbon whiskey is named for the county, not vice versa; it was first distilled by the Rev. Elijah Craigamiyh

19" century;http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah_Craig
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Stonebe@me concerned that fighting among differprdtestantienominations
devaluedChristianity as a wholeand even at his Presbyterian ordination, he agreed to accept the
West minster Confession of Fait hwoand y.i nGsodafoar
Revivals were becoming popular on the fronéieithose with religious fervor tried to get the lost
sheep back into the faldnd in1801Stoneagreedo let his Cane Ridge churderve as the host
for a revival that admitted everyone redjass of faith affiliationor lack of it)

Drawing depicting the Cane Ridge |§
revival. -

The Cane Ridge Revivaitended by as many 26,000to 30,000people from
Kentucky, southern Ohio, and northern Tennesse®irred in August of 1801, shortly after
Stoneds mar r i &4kis atendancd issrenfarkablatthougw thé 1800 U.S. census
showed about 220,000 people living in Kentudky 18D census had the nearest cities of
Lexington with a populationfat,326 and Cincinnati, 2,54@ach had fewer than 2,500 people in
1800)** People had to come from many miles to attend this re\vakbyterian, Methodist, and
Baptist ministers preached.

Whil e Stoneds Cane Ridge cValyRiohdrd Mcemared as
another Presbyterian minister, orchestrated much of the planning and the revival services. The
Presbyterian Synod of Kentuckydught formal charges against Memar because of the
unorthodox revival and so he withdrewrfrdhat jurisdction. Stone and thresther area
mi ni sters accepted McNemar 6s decision as thei
independent Springfield Presbytery which answered to no synogtandnced all human
creedsappealing to the Bible as thelpmule of faith and practice.®June 281804 they

18 Cane Ridge was named by Daniel Boone who noted while exploring the area the presence of a bpeiemof
The meeting house &tane Ridgevhere Barton Stone preached, originally built in 1791, is the largest single room
log structure in North Americayith seating for 500 peopléeittp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cane_iege, Kentucky

19 A Short History of the Life of Barton W. Stone Written by Himaglfww.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/barton.html

20 A Short History of the Life of Barton W. Stone WrittgrHimself atwww.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/barton.html

2 www.census.gov/population/documentation/twps0027/tab04. txt
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dissolved this organizatigpublishing thd.ast Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery
one of the documents central to the development of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
[see AppendlxThey renounced denominational ties and

The early years of this movement had considerable rivalry and dissention, with two of the
original five ministers returning to theffresbyterian denominatiand two otherbecoming
Shaker&. But Barton Stone continued hold to the principles of tHeast Will and Testament
andto preach a gospel of inclusiveness throughout the frontier, establist@ng r i charchesn o
in Kentucky, Indiana, and lllinoi©One source sayseheven held a meeting in Millersburg,
Missouri, around 1828%al t hough this incident i%andwodld ci t ed
have been only a few years afpeoneersstarted settling in the Millersburg are@tone
recognized thatventhesenondenominationathurches still needed some form of
communication and collegialitf:rom 1826 until his death in 1844, Stqnéblisheda magazine,
The Christian Messengét In the absence of any formal organization among Christian churches,
this magazine seed as an instrument of unity.

Stone died in Hannibal MO, dv 9, 1844 while he waseturring to lllinois from a
speaking engagement at a meeting of Christian Churches dflissduri being held at Bear
Creek Qwurch north of ColumbigOn an earlier touthrough Missouri, he preached around the
Fulton areapossibly includingMillersburg. A son, Dr. William Stone, was a long time member
and deacon ahe FultonMO First Christian Church®

Thomas and Alexander Campbell began a parallel movememsternPennsylvania.
Thomas Campbe(lLl7631854)was born in County Down, Ireland. He immigrated to the United
States in 1807 and served as a Presbyterian mirtifterever Pennsylvania Presbyterian
authoritiescondemmed himfor refusing to use Presbyterian eds as terms for communion. In
1808 he and others founded the Christian Association of Washington, Pennsylvania, adopting the
motto: AWheee dshealcrweotupeak; where tthe scri|

Campbeld s s on, (1X88&8669 imahigraited to the United States in 180ih
t he rest of addhomeddis fatlser weateniPéngsylvanial n 1812, Al exan
belief in immersion led him tmin a Baptist congregatigmandfor a time he affiliated with the
Baptist clurch. But when he preached, he spoke directly from the New Testament and renounced
all denomingonal creedsTogether, the Campbells form#dte Brush Run Churcim 1815
southwest of Pittsburgiind became part of a nearby Baptist Association. But theyreliffwith
Baptists on some key issues and in 1830 dissolved those ties, calling thesisahhes
ADi sc®pl eso.

2 shakers, also known as Shaking Quakers, were another religiouslsétg hevivals on the Kentucky/Ohio

frontier in the late 18-early 19" century, led by a charismatic woman named Ann Lee who believed she was the
second coming of Christ and theMeoetihatltofemacdier commlobare st
dramatically after the Civil Watttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakers

% Seewww.piney.com/RMSt+Camp.html

24 A Short History of the Life of Barton \Stone Written by Himselitwww.mun.ca/rels/restmovi/texts/barton.html

% See for exampléttp://www.cccdisciples.org/BStone.html

% http://www.fcedoc.org/history.htm

27 Seehttp://restorationplea.com/history.hand many other sources.

28 geehttp://www.discipleshistory.org/
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Like Stone, Alexande€Campbellrecognized that the independent congregations he
helped to establish needed some tool of unity, anglbkshel a newspapef,he Christian
Baptist from 18231830, and after dissolution with the Baptists in 1830, that newspaper became
The Millennial Harbinger® He had no interest in establishing another denomination, writing in
1826 Al have n oecatalbgua of nefv seztsl. tlabor tp see sectarianism
abolished and all Christians of every name united upon the one foundation upon which the
apostolic c¢huHedad the e preferredininetdy ofdaity to ministry of clergy
and felt that ay congregation could ordain anyone they thought fit to lead the church. Members
could administer the 6verdh® sourSewphis bfe, Alexdngea c h, an
Campbell was a Virginia legislator, political theorist, educational philosogwturéer, debater,
preacher, and religious journalftHis published writings reportedly fill 60 volumés.

Initially, buildings of both these mow@ents were generalgimplein design and
construction. Worship was often held outdoors or in tents nedescoegivers in case there was
need of a baptism. Crosses and other ornamentation were not common until the late 1800s.
Services typically consisted of praising God in sorgding scripture, praying, taking an
of fering, the Lor dudsotnBaegsgilyginany @aniallarardes.er mon, b

Through their various writings, Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone became familiar
with each other. They mutually agreed that their beliefs were in concerthdiatiwary 11832,
Stone, representitgh e ditCihami8 Baccoono John SmetmbDi seipplss
met in Lexingtorand agreed on the basicnsof their movementsuniting with a formal
handshaké® The leaders of these groups still did not want to form a denominagiling their
effortsa fimov ément b-EamBbehkd movement, éosmaoyt her s |
years.Nonetheless, some of these independent congregatoihacal, regional, and staigide
meetings. The first general (or national) convention met in Cincinnat8mM 9 as a fAsoci e
i ndividual s0 and created the AmedheiStonen Chri st
Campbell movement dispatched its first foreign missionary: Dr. James Barclay began
evangelistic work in Jerusaleimn.t ~ w a s ma@nal canwettions in the 1960s thahe
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) restructured their loose organization into a more formal
denomination

In September of 1845, Alexander Campbell traveled to St. Louis and then by stage to
Columbia where around 13issoui Christianchurches wer@oldingan annual state meeting,
representing about 15,000 people. Campbell made another long tour of Missouri in October of
185234 Since the route Campbell traveled passed through Millersburg, hbawaystopped and
preachedtar e: A After a most enjoyable stay in Col

# Digital copies can be fourtdttp://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/acampbell/tmh/MH0100.HTM
%0 See for exampléttp://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/rrichardson/mac/MAC207.HTM

31 www.mun.ca/rels/testmov/texts/fpower/etc/HDDOC.HTM

32 \www. 1stchristianchurch.org/WorshipHistoryPaper.htm
*seehttp://www.transy.edu/pages/lilly/doc_history.pdf

3 Richardson, Robert. 186Blemoirs of Alexander Campbell.B. Lippincott and Co., Philadelphia.
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night near Millersburg. The next morning, the party reached Fulton in time for him to address a
|l arge crowd gat®hered at the church. o
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Courtesy The State Historical Society of Missouri
Map drawn by Walter A. Schroeder

Millersburg lies on the line betweeroldmbia and Fulton.

Walter Scott (1794.861),animportant arly figure in this movementirst met
Alexander Campbell in the winter of 182822 and quickly discovered that he similarly
believed that denominational creed should be abolistegreacheavidely in Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Kentucky, and Virginia, converting and baptizing many, and writing many articléador
Christian BaptisandThe Millennial Harbinger®

Raccoon John Smiiti7841868), another important person eanyhis movementyvas
born in east Tennessee, and recelitdd formal educationBut Alexander Campbell said of
hi m, AHe i s the only man | ever knew who woul
a young man, he b eCGhastian Baptistthe hadjakadyarempunced | 6 s
Calvinism, and he traveled throughout Kentucky preaching and working toward the unification
of all Christians. He attended a state meeting of Christian churches in Columbia Missouri in
1858, preaching and evangelizing along the way. Aftemiifie died in 1861, heved with his
daughter, EmilyRingo, in Mexicg Missouri until his own deatfi’

% Hamlin, Griffith. 1986 Remember, Renew, RejoiSesquicentennial Committee of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) of MidAmerica.

36 Seehttp://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/wbaxter/lews/LEWS00.HTM

37 Seehttp://www.jackmasters.net/raccoon.html
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The Move to Missouri

Indians have lived in Missouri for as long as 12 to 14 thousand years. During the
Mississippian Period of Native American culture (AD 408D 1400) some tribes, guticularly
in the southeast Missouri area, established large permanent villages, some with fortifications,
temple mounds, plazas, and astronomical observafSriagien European explorers first
arrived, the central Missouri area was populated primaril@$gge and Missouri Indians.

Although the 18 century Spanish explorers Coronado and de Soto may have ventured
from Mexico and Floridas far north as Missourhe first Europeans teally explore the
territory we now call Missouri were Frend@lr trapers, hunters, andissionariesin 1673the
missionaries Jacquésarquette and.ouis Jolietleft northern Lake Michigan andaveled
westward, thewnlown the Mississippi in hopes that it would lead to the Gulf of California, not the
Gulf of Mexica. Along the way, they tried to convert Indians to Christiadftin 1682 he
explorer Robert Cavalier claimed possession of the LamasT erritory for Franc Louisiana
Territory included a vast ared the interior of North Americeancompassing much of the
drainage of the Mississippi River from tigpalachian Mountains and ti&reat Lakes to the
Continental Divide of the Rockieslost of the early exploratiorsf thatterritory followed the
major tributaries of the MississippndMissouri Rivers.

The French stablished a fort on the north bank of the Missouri River near the mouth of
the Grand River ipresentday Carroll County in 1724about a hundred miles west of Callaway
County) but they abandoned it only a few years later. Some French exgeezcidfor
minerals.They learned of lead and iron deposits in southeast Missouri from Indians, but found
little or no precious mineralsuch as gold asilver. In 1735 the FrenciHounded SteGenevieve
on the west bank of the Mississigiiout D miles south othe confluence of the Missouri and
Mississippi Riverg*

Following the French and Indian WAaahich ended in 1763, France ceded its territory
west of the Mississippi to Spain and east of the Mississippi to England. Rather thamléve un
English rule, may Frenchmoved to the west side of the river and began eslafdjsownssuch
asSt. Louis(1764), Potosi (1773), and St. Charles (178hg former French territory east of the
Mississippi became U.S. territory following the successful Revolutionary*¥Var.

In 1800, Spain returndtk portion ofLouisiana Territory to Frangge., that part of the
original Louisiana Territory west of the Mississippi) under pressure from Napaldoen

38 Seehttp://coas.missouri.edu/mas/articles/articlemotimeperiodsamuhiother sources for more details.
39 http://www.eastuc.k12ia.us/00 01/Exp/lou/lou.htm

40 hittp:/lemints4.purdy.k12.mo.us/explorers.htm

41 http://www.saintegenevievetourism.org/histoitynh

“2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Reserve (1763)
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Napoleon planned to invade Englandl803and needed cash to suppibwat war,he sold that
same territoryo the United Statefor $15,000,004°

The population of Kentucky in 1800 was about 220,000 p&bfuempared to
4,041,769 in the 2000 censpahd that was too many people smme with pioneer spirit. Bhy
people legan to movéarther west, followinghe Daniel Boondamily and other pioneets
parts of the territory of Louisian@articularly after its purchase by the United States

Sowhen Lewis and Clark began their historic journey up the Missouri RiverO#, 18
other people had already been through much of the territory they were to eaptbearly in
the journey they met several boats of fur traderaing down the riverBut no one had made the
systematic observations and notes thay were authorizetb perform andthe last settlement of
white people they passed waes Charette, a village of a few dozen log structardy about 50
miles west of St. Charldabout where the town of Marthasville is now)For a number of
years thereafter, thdissouriRiver remainedhe main means of traved the west.

However, h 1807(or 1815, a yearor severaffaf t er Lewi s drond Cl ar k 6
the Pacifi¢ Nathan and DaniéflorganBoone, sons of the famsyioneer, blazed a trail to a salt
lick ( B o o n & drail) nbteddoy Lewis and Clark some forty miles to the northwest of present
day ColumbiaThat trail passed throughe northern part giresent day Callaway Counfihe
Boone brothers harvested and sold salt from the lick until 1833 when thensalt.rButby then
the trailhad becme aroute for settlers moving westward, ahetown of Arrow Rock*’ near
the salt lickbut on the south side of the Missouri Riv@ecame a starting point for the Santa Fe
Trail.

In December 1811, one of the mostygoful earthquakes ever to strike the North
American continent occurred with an epicenter near New Madrid in southeast Mf&souri
According to some accounts, this quake and the aftershocks that followed for several months
flattenedor damage@very buildirg between St. Louis and Memphis, changed the course of the
Mississippi Riverandcreated Reelfodtake in northwestern Tennessétwever, dss of life
was minimal due to the sparsely settled territory

A natural event that may have influenssine setérs tomove to Missourwasthe
1815 eruption of the volcano Tambora in IndoneBespite his eruptiorbeing on the far side of
the world from Missouriit added an estimated 50 cubic miles of particulate miattée air.
This, along withother majorvolcanic eruptions 1812 and 1814, led to the year 1816 being
known as toh es ufinyneearro .o fE vnénah thickfordhed onerivers iarc ponds n
as far south as North Carolinadfarmers harvested few @ny crops in New England and the

“3 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_Purchase

“ http://www.census.gov/dmd/wwwi/resapport/states/kentucky.pdf

“> http://lacharrettevillage.blogspot.com/2005_12_@rchive.html

“° Different references give different dafes the blazing of the Boones Lick Trail.

*"The town of Arrow Rock, founded in 1829, is situated near a bluff noted by Lewis and Clark on their journey; its
name comes from the abundance aftflised by Indians in making arrow heads.

8 Asms.k12.ar.us/armen/richards/
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upperMidwest”® Could a year (or several) of bad crdyaeprovided a stimulus faqpeopleto
migrate further west to seek bettendition®

Henry Rowe °31818desctiption afthe ibterior of Missouri refers to Potosi
as the fAl ast nhialbbli ageatef bwhiween t he ,Mdissi ssipp
thisregioneven t he women could talk of AletSdbbathg but
was not a day any different from the ot hers:
unknown, with children wholly ignorant of books, not learning even the rudiments of their own
tongue. AThus situated without mor al restrain
every passion and without regard of religion, the state of socreip@the rising generation in
this region is truly deplorable. In their childish disputes, boys frequently stab each other with
knives; no correction is administerted, the ac

Despite School c rMisbourbrgeriad, some aomreuwtie®\eret h e
beginning to formsome with institutions of higher educatiand governmentColumbia,n
2000a city of nearly 100,00people originatedin 1818 as SmithtorT.he University of Missouri
in Columbia wagounded in1841,Columbia CollegéChristian Female College) in 1851,
Stephens Colleg@aptist Female Collegan 1855.Cole County was organizeNov. 16, 1820,
and after Missouri was admitted to the Union in 1884 slave state (Missouri Compromiise
Maine admiited at the same time as afreest¥t@) si te in the county know
Landing, on the Missour.i River, was chosen as
Landing was little more than a trading post, but after construction of the capitibleand
relocaét)i:gon of state government there in 1826, it became Jefferson City and now has about 40,000
people”.

FrenchCanadian fur trappers established the first community in what is now Callaway
Countyin1808‘Cot e Sans Dessein (dleidue®maprdsencedftai | | wi t
mammoth rock 60 feet high, 300 feet thick, and a mile)lam¢he Missouri River bottoms
across from the mouth of the Osage River. In the fall of 1815, Jonathon Crow and John Ham
settled on land about 10 miles southea$t pr esent day Fulton (Hamoés
Vassé creek, so called because of Frenchmen getting mired in the mud while crossing it with a
wagon train. Subsequent settlers followed from Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennpassee
Callaway County was orgaredNov. 25,1820, formed from part of Montgomery County
Callaway County imamed for Captain James Callaway, a grandson of Daniel Boone, killed

“9 Seehttp://www.islandnet.com/~see/weather/history/1816.htm

*0Henry Rowe Schoolcraft (179B364), a geogrdyer, geologist, and ethnologist, was noted for his early studies of
Native American culture as well as for discovering in 1834 the source of the Mississippi River. His work on Native
American | egends was t he Thedsang of eliaathg hisel81B81819 expeadlition froomn g f el | 0
Potosi through south Missouri into Arkansas was the first written account of the Ozarks region.

1 Schoolcraft, H.R. 1821lournal of a Tour into the Interior of Missouri and Arkansawndon.

°2 Seewww.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0833427.hanid other sources for more information.

%3 Seehttp://www.colecounty.org/colel/cole/History.htm

¥ The 1884 History of Callaway Coungays this village existed as early as 1803 (or even earlier), but the later date
is probably more accurate as Lewis and Clark did not mention this village in their journals, either going up the river
in 1804 or their rearn in 1806. See Ann Rogers, 20Q2wis and Clark in MissourUniversity of Missouri Press,
Columbia MO, James Harlan and James Denny, 28085 of Lewis and Clark in Missoutniversity of Missouri

Press, Columbia MO, and others.

®Reviereauxvasse | i terally fAriver with miry placesbo.
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during a fight with Indians near Loutre Creek on March 7, 18L8on was founded around

1825, afewyearsfat er t he county organized; the originse
Prairie).Variousothertowns became establishdbttersville (1826), Reform (1830), Portland

(1831), Williamsburg (1836), and New Bloomfield (183Bl)ese and other villages doubt

formed where small communities already existed and are simply the dates that plats were

officially filed. Each mayhavehada mill and a general store, perhaps a church.182é

populggionof Callaway Countys listed asl,797 while thel830censushoweda population of

6,159

The Millers for whom Millersburg is named migrated to Missouri from Millersburg
KY, a village described at the time as a nAfam
John Miller, a Revolutionary War veterampand 1B8. The plantatiosonsisted of several
Miller and Baker families. Millersburg KY lies in Bourbon Cougifyonly a few miles from the
Cane Ridge meeting house and it is likely that members of this family participated in the great
revival held there in 1801.

There is a lot of conflicting information about the immigrationhaf Millers of
Millersburg KY to the Millersburg MO vicinity. The Millers, along with Bakers, Bedsworths,
and McClellansbegan moving to the Callaway County area around 1817 or 181&ppadently
established a plantation or family compound near a ford over a creek about 3 miles south of
present day MillersburgA paper in the church files, written by Wilbur Shanklahdrovides
details about one of those MillerSamueMiller (1789-1858) served in the War of 1812. He
presumably was paid for that service via a land grant in Missouri ter@todya couple of years
after the end of that war, Imeovedto St. Louis County. There he met Polly Mary Ann Hatton,
and they were married M&, 1817. They moved to central Missouni 1819 where Samuel
made a formal profession of faith at a camp meeting lange nearbyreek(Cedar Creek)
Shankl|l andbds Samural deaersd R sbhahgys the maetmgrptace for
Methodists for manyears. But by the time Polly died in 1877, a new and complete sanctuary
had been built a short distance from the ol d

This same document says, on a page with a
County, Fulton Missouri. History of Millers CrediMethodistfChur cho: A Samuel Mi |
emigrated from Kentucky in 1817 and settled in Saint Louis. In 1818 Abram and William Miller
came to Callaway County and in 1819 Samuel followed. William settled at Millerabdrfpr
him that place was named. Samuel and Abram settled on Millers Creek, for which likewise the
creek was named. Of these three brothers, hardy fremigthat they were, Samuel and his
faithful wife Polly were the souls in which the living fire ethodism shone supreme. . . . The
first church in this community was a log structure on the Abram Miller . . . place. Mr. Miller
gave the land as long as it would be used for church purposes. As Abram Miller was a Christian
and Samuel Miller was a Methatlithe church was used by both denominations. This church

%1884 History of Callaway County

7 http://www.kyhometown.com/millersburg/

*8 Shankland, Wilbur. 1970. Samuel Miller 1784858 Pioneet Patrioti Inheritor aml Veteran of the War of
1812, A Commentary Address.
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was a large log building . . . 18 by 40 fé&The floor was rough oak and the benches were split
logs with wooden pegs for legs. The Reverend G. W. Penn was a boy preacher here at the age of
seveeen. [ History prepared by the | ate John Lee

According to various sourceg\eral other Millers r om Kent ucky came t o
Creek area, such as Thomas and Rachel (Miller) Baker, and Thomas and Elizabeth (Dodd) Miller
(Thomassaidby someto have foundednd plattedhe town of Millersburg in 182 the east %2
of the east ¥ of section 35, township 48 [Bourbon Township], range 11 of Callaway €punty

One document in a church file cabinet begi
Jeremiah, and Thomas Miller moved from Millersburg, Kentucky, to a wilderness area with
rolling hills and fertile land in what was to become the extreme western edge of Callaway
County. From 1817 to 1829, different members of the Miller family settlétkimrea. Samuel, a
devout Methodist, opened his house for Sunday School and church services. Jeremiah Miller
arrived in the community. He was a member of
and was a member of a sect known as the Christian ChaurBlisciples of Christ, or Church of
Christ. Thomas Miller came to the area in 1829 and laid out the little settlement and named it
after their hometown in Kentucky: Millersburg

However, thel884 History of Callaway Coungyay s : A Wi | | i asylvanlj | | er |,
settled in Bourbon County, Kentucky, in 1778. He had Robert, Thomas, William, Motley, Jane,
and two others whose names could not be obtained. Thomas married a Miss Dodd and settled in
Callaway County, in 1826. He laid off and founded the towWlitiErsburg. . . . Horace Miller,
son of John Miller and Caroline West, of Millersburg, Kentucky, settled in Callaway County in
1834. . .. Stephen Miller, of Maryland, had ten sons and one daughter. Four of his sons came to

Missouri. Their names were Plipl, William, and Abraham. . . . William Miller settled in St.

Louis County in 1798, and removed to Callaway County and settled in Millersburg in 1831. . . .

Abraham Miller settled in Callaway County in 1818. . . . Samuel Miller was a carpenter by trade.

He settled in St. Louis County in 1817, where he married Polly A. Hatton. In 1819, he settled in

Call away County, and built the jail at EIlizab
Information in a 1983 cookbook produced by the Millersburg Christian Church says that

Millersburgwas Al ai d out i n blocks and | anes by Mr.

company. o0 This Miller was said to be so | arge

Other sources give yet different information. For example, a book enthied/illers of
Millersburg® lists the genealogy of the Miller family of Millersburg KY. Included in those who
immigrated to Millersburg MO are Benjamin and Jane Miller Baker (1822), Thomas and Rachel
Miller Baker (1825), Thomas and Elizabeth Dodd Miller (1826), Oraad Nancy Jane Miller
(1828), Alvin West and Elizabeth Miller (1834), Robert William and Mary Jane Miller (early
1830s), Joseph A Miller (unknown datephdJeremiah West Miller (immigrated with brother

%9 Archeological excavations have shown that this building was actually much larger: 40 x 66 feet. Dr. Ralph
Rowlett, personal communication.

601884 History of Callaway County

®1 Hyatt, Harry Middleton. 192. Selfpublished.



Alvin as a boy 0B). The original land entries forataway Count$ in the Millersburg and

Mi |l | er 6s p indudad Milers aamedaSanesual sWilliam, Phillipbraham,and Noah
with dates ranging from 1819 to 183&illiam appears to have been the largest land owner,
having a full secon of parcelsacquired at different times, including that trao which the town
of Millersburg was plattedAbraham and Samuel are shown as having the original land entries
for the tractsaboutwhere the Miller plantation was situated. Samuel and Phillip have thesgarl
entry dates, March 20, 1819, and March 30, 1819, respectiVa Millers of Millersburg

citing a 1927 interview with 8yearold Mary C Baker of Millersburg MO, further notes that
when the gal rush began in California in 8, many of the young em of Millersburg left on
that adventure and never came badks. Baker remembered as ary8arold seeing the covered
wagon contingent leaving Millersburg.

Thus, there is some conflicting information about this time period, and it is not always
possibé to completely sort out what the Miller brothers (variously listed as Samuel, Jeremiah,
Abram, Thomas, William, and perhaps Phitipd Noah actually did.Nonetheless, it is clear
that some Millers from Millersburg KY moved to this area, establishedbbsrand laid out the
town of Millersburg.Since this town was on the stagecoach riie main road from Fulton to
Columbia) it had a post office as early as 18@the post office closed in 1953

%2 Original Land Entries for Callaway County Missouifiranscribed and puboished by The Kingdom of Callaway
Historical Society, Fulton MO.



Reproduction of the original plat of Millersburg.
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Beginnings of the Millersburg Christian Church

BeforeMillersburg was platted by Tmeasor William Miller in 1829, church meetings
may have beeh el d 1 n p eldowdver,werallsauroes site the occurrence oétimgs
in a log building about &iles south of the site of the present church buildling land for this
structureis saidto have beedonated by Abram Miller as long as it would be used for church
purpose$® Some documents have described this buildim@n 18 x 40 foot log building with
rough oak floor and split logs for seatltowever, excavationsegun in 199@®y Universty of
Missouriarchaeologist Dr. Ralph Rowl&haveshown that the structure was actually much
larger: 40 x 66 feet, about the size of the present sanctuatgrgeenough forseating forwell
over 100 people. A ring of foundation stones in the centicate that a pebelly stove or
something similar providkheat in cold weathe€Communionware probably consisted of Blue
Willow potteryand the buding had glass windows.€Se t he fAar chaeol ogi cal
further informatiorabout recovered itemsicluding the Mitive American site that this log
structure overlay.;A group of worshiperseetingthere al | i ng t hemsel ves the
Christo was organized by Jeremiah Miller; a M
Miller met in the same buding. The latter later became the Millers Creek Methodist Charah
building about a half mile to the southwest
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Drawing of the probale appearance of the original log structureo(rtesy of
Dr. Ralph Rowlett)See the Appendix for more informatidsoat this structure and other results
of the archaeological investigations.

631884 History of Callaway County
84 personal communication.



The bookDisciples of Christ in Missoufby George Peters, 19375ays that théirst
Christian Church in midMissouri was organized at theramunity of Salt Lick in 1816. This
was followed by churches at Red Top (1822), Bear Creek (1826), Anéiboht(3.5 miles south
of Williamsburgin Callaway County, 1828), Columbia (1832), Paris (1833), and Fulton (1833).

TheMi | | er sburg church was f pAnatein tleedwdy 22, h8361 8 3 6 wi
i ssue of Al e xTheMilemial Barbimgebseal ylsé:s A There i s a Chur
Mill ersburg, which bids fair to prosper, and

This was written and submitted by Absiad Rice. Millersburg Christian Churetas represented
at an areavide (Boone, Callaway, Howard, Monroe, and Randolph counties) meeting of
Christian Churches at Bear Cre@kurch in Boone County on September 22, 183iong the
namedisted as in attendarat thameeting are Jacob Coons and N. Ridgeway, names also on
the list ofearlypreachers at MersburgChristianChurch These annual meeting$ Christian
Churchegontinued with the addition of Audrain County in 1838, and became a-giate

meetirg at Fayette in 1841.

Although the Millersburg Christian Church may have been represented at area and state
meetings of Christian churches during this time,believe thathey continued meeting in the
log structure to the south of Millersburg until th@50s.A notein the church fileslated August
28,1857says that Al ots 3 alsedplatonpdge IPlee rdasfered Mi | | e
from Nathan and Ann Glasgow (husband and wife) to Joseph M McKim, Wm M Baker, and
John B Finley, Trustees andiigling Committee of Christian Church for use and benefit of
Disciples of Christ in Millersburgo for the p

Work began on a wood frame structure in 185Thaensite of the present churbhilding.
This building was completed in summer ob88and the Millersburg Christian Church officially
organized by Thomas Allesn August 22, 1858ThomasAllen
[1797-1871]wasbaptized by Barton Stone in 1823 and began
preaching the gospel around Bourbon County KY, perhaps
establiing a church in Millesburg. Hemoved to Boone County,
MO, in 1836 and did much preaching, evangelizing, and planting
of churche®, including at MillersburgRecords indicate that the
1858 Millersburg Christian Church hatbout 80 members,
including81 0 @ c o.(Wenre thespedple slaves or free? Did
the Millers et al. bring slaves from Kentuckyitssouri was a
slave state, andraarticle in the August 28, 185Columbia
Statesman newspaper says that Callaway County had 4,527 slaves
at that time and tax rolls of the time sk that various members
of the Miller family owned one to several slayé®llowing the
custom of theeriod for many rural protestant churches, the

Thomas Allen building presumablyjhadtwo entrances: one for men, one for
women. Inside, women sat aime leftside of the sanctuaryen
ontherighs i de ; i ¢ o the badd their respactive sides. The original membership

bookreportedlyhad one page listing men, a second page listing wontairdgpage listing

% peters, G. 193Disciples of Christn Missouri.The Centennial Commission.
8 http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/ichallen/lcab/ALLENTM.HTM
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas M. Allen
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A c ol o(Seedgpéndix for a list of the original members of the Millersburg Christian
Church.)

Rural churches of this time period were typically built near watarvenient for
baptisms Owl Creek runs a hundred yards to the eas south of the church, but doex today
have enough water for tot@mhmersionbaptisms However, the dam for Little Dixie Lakéuilt
in 1958,has changed that flow, apérhaps in the 185080re wateran in the creekKSome
long-time Millersburg reslents remember Owl Creek flooding the highway at times before the
dam.Also, some hptismsoccurredn Cedar Creekand/or other baptismal holes/pontsfore
the new sanctuary was built with the fAindooro

During the Civil War, the citizensf Callaway County in a sense seceded from bwgh
Union and the Confederacyhen 600 Union forces gathered on the northeastern edge of the
county in October of 1861, Jefferson Jones gathered a local militia of about 600 men to defend
the county from ingsion. This militia was untrained and had only shotguns and other small
weapons, but they painted some logs to look like cannons and set them in the brush near wagon
wheels. This tactic apparently fooled Union spies, and when Col. Jones sent an ¢neoy to
Federal troops commander, General Henderson was easily persuaded to accept the terms: if the
Federal troops would not invade Callaway County nor harm any of its citizens, Col. Jones would
disband the militia, in essence signing a treaty giving Callaveanty the right to govern itself
(Athe Kingdom of Capactedmnasked halls disdaveredtddrimgl e s s, i
archaeological excavations indicate that the former church building could have been used for
defensdaterintheWard ur i ng t hMei |fil Beart6tsl.®éHhisafoulddavé been after
the move to the present location.

Sometime later hie originallog building was blown up or destroyed byoanado: some
pieces of wood and glasscovered during excavations were driven straight intgtbend.

Following the Civil War, growth of the church was punctuated by hard times.
Anecdotal notefhdicate that in 1884 there were only sevaale membersand two of thos
were in wheel chairg\ revival during November 1885 creased membership 50 men most
of the 50 were men whose families were already listed as meffibers.

Because of a large number of Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregations in
Callaway County (eore time, there were as many as@¥istian Churches in Callaway
Count®®), those churchesegan meeting collectively around 1897 or 1898 as the Callaway
County Convention of Christian Churches. Early on, these annual meetings lasted a full week.
The remaining congregations continue to have an annual meeting, usually Swentesy

7 Dr Ralph Rowlett, personal communication.

®From Kitty Scruggsod notes.

®Those churches are listed in AA Brief History of Cent:
those churches (in alphabeticader) and their founding date are: Antioch (1828)xvassg(1886), Barkersville

(1904), Boydsville (1866), Cedar City (1880€gntral(1881),Dixie (1901), Friendship/Bachelor (188%ulton

First Christian(1833),Fulton Second Christiaf1866),H a re @rairie(1864), Hatton (1895), Hickory Grove (1856),

High Point(1887), Liberty (1839), Lydia/Stephens (1898ljllersburg (1858),Mokane(1866), Mt. Tabor/east of

Dixie (late 1830s or early 1840s), New Bloomfield (1849), Oak Grove (1892), Reform (Rdi@and (1872). Of

these, nine churches remain active (underlined) although three of these are now independent.




afternoon in Septemba@vlillersburg Christian Churchasparticipated in this conventidnom
the beginning
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Photo datedseptember 14, 1897

Theabovpi ct ure has been hanging on the wall
people assumed thatwvas in fact a picture of our church from 18%7u |l a Baumgartner 0:
scrapbook has a copy of the same picture in i
when Walter andolwejveirned ti nd oleS®s2iépicturesve k | i ke a
haveof our church from th&€930s. We thought perhaps it mightépicture of the first
CallawayCountyConvention of Christian Churches at wherever finstt meeting was held. But
an article in thé-ulton TelegrapHor September 14, 189 says that ev. Phillips ofFulton was
holding a protracted meeting at the Christian Church in Millersburg with great suUsoegs.
remains another mystery for us (and an interesting picture nonetheless)



Twentieth Century

Naturally, we have more informati@bout 28' century church eventban the 19
century although the early part of that centatgoremains sketchy.

Earliest Arecordso, from September 9, 191E¢
Eldersi Haden Duncan and J. L. Morris, Deaconk G. Duncan, J. G. Baker, W. T. Truitt,
Maurice Truitt, Ed Coons, C. K. Gillum, Superintendent of the meeting.

Although historically, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) promoted and
encouraged the role of women in positions of responsibility ictibech’® it was not until 1920
that the first woman held a Millersburg Christian Church office. In November of thatwesar,
ElsaScruggsa granddaughter of Jeremiah and Mary (Baker) Miitegmbers of the founding
family of Millersburgywa s e ISeactreed aff y o.Shetcamtemnued beiaggas ur y 0
important member of the churébr many years Deaconesses began serving following an
October 192&hurchmeeting.

Kathleen Kitty) Scruggswhose husband was a cousirbtgad $usbandmoved to the
Millersburg community in 1924 following her marriage to Richard (Dick) Scruggsw&ite
many poems and nepaper articles during her life (two of her poems are reproduced in the
Appendices). Onaewspapearticle written in July of 1980Hulton Sun descrbes a little of her
early |Iife in Millersburg: AWhen a person has
seen many changes. During that time, | can recall a drastic change in the manner in which a
death in a family is handled. | remember abidd my parents and grandmother taking over the
maragement of households anttiag up with the dead until the funeral was in their home.
When | married and came to the Millersburg community more funerals were being held in
churches. There were four clbies of different denominations not too far apart in the
neighborhood. Millersburg Christian Church was luckier than the others. We had a good pianist.
The others had someone who could play sometimes but more often had no one. We also had
some good singerso it was usually MCC that was called on to provide the music whenever a
funeral was being held. Our pianist, Grace Walkas usually called on to get the music. She
will tell you it was not always eadyFinding the ones available to sing, and finding anaybe
rehearsing special requests. During the years we were fortunate to havemasinging group
Annie Hubbard, Leona Kennett, Nettie Montgomery, and from the Baptist Church, Mrs. Allie
Walker and from the Methodist Church, Mrs. Poxie Sampsomandaughter, Bessie. . It

O For example: It was in 1874, that Caroline Neville Pearre wrote letters to nearly a dozen of her women friends

across the countrytoexploteh ei r i nterest in organizing women to suppc
of Mission which resulted did so much to further the spread of the love of God across the globe that the men of the

church later ceppted it. Isaac Errett, of The Christi&tandard, supported the women publicly. During that same

period, Carrie Nation quite publicly fought for the cause of temperance as did Zerelda \Wald@de more

gently. I n the | ate 18006s, the f i rmastmo® atestamgntteosr wo me n
low theology of ordination than our high view of women, as ordination brought cheaper fares for Christian workers
traveling on the railroad.) Watkins, Sharon. 2000. Women and Leadership in the Christian Church (Disciples of

Christ). Council on Christian Unity. Even earlier, Emily Tubman, a wealthy widow from Augusta, Georgia, greatly

admired the teachings and writings of Alexander Campbell and used her wealth to fund the organization of several
Disciples of Christ schools.



was not until the 40s or 50s that funeral parlors added chapels and began having funerals so that
our services were no longer needed. 0O

During August through Octobeaf 1929 an extensiveemodeling of the original frame
building occurredo provide more seating in the sanctuary and s8urelay Schoatlassroom
spacewith a rededication on thd"Sunday of OctobeA brief newspaper article (unknown
source) provides this informat iledtoovarbowingg t hi s
the Millersburg Christian Church was present at the rededication services anddromg held
at the church Sunday to celebrate the completion and improvements which have turned the old
church building into a modern structure. New havdd floors, new ceiling, plastering, papering
and paint are included in the interior remodeling, while fresh paint, new windows, new roof and
two new entrances, replacing the one main entrance, add to the attractiveness of the building
from the outside. Ténpews have also been done over, and other minor improvements have been
made. No effort was made Sunday to raise money, as the church was rededicated free of debt,
sufficient funds having been raised for the improvements which cost about $2,000 before the
rededication service was held. Quantities of beautiful fall flowers were used in decorating the
building Sunday, and an impressive program was carried out. Lunch served under the trees in the
church yard at noon, in which other churches of the commursisted, was the occasion for
many former members at Millersburg renewing acquaintances, as quite a number were present
for the homecoming. The Rev. R. C. Abramsastor of the church, preachedath the
morningand afternoomservies, taking for his sybe @he Ha@mecomingo

Some of these details would contradict ear
entrances, replacing the one mai"oenteyroralanc e
protestant churches had two entrances,fonmen and one for women.

Photo of Millersburg Christian Church circa 1930.



Kitty Scruggs6é notes indicate that the chu
with the pulpit facing three different walls of the church at various times. Howegards from
before 1950 are scarce. Some speculate that a fire may have destroyed these records, but that
cannot be verified.

Baptisms August 10, 1930, included Jewell Kennett, Ruth Kennett, Josephine Turley,
Francis Baker, Lois Selby, Lois Wilkersalghn Hiram Wilkerson, Marcus Wilkerson, Berry
Martin, Bessie Lee Martin, Jake Martin, and Nelson KiNg. havesomeSunday School records
from as early as 1931, at which time thexreprimary, junior, senior, and adult Bible classes.

A Baptism Service

An interesting incident is cited in the August 4, 1932, edition oAgtdand Bugle
AFl yi ng pot atfashiobed kired almdst btoke ep agieathing service in
Millersburg. After the lights were turned on, the bugs swarmed the building bynlledas. The
walls of the Christian Church were soon covered. . . . The Rev. R. C. Abram was able to continue
his sermon, however. Many of those presentwerenubsing st er s t he nrext day.
the July 29, 2007%Columbia Daily TribuneBill Clark 6Téis Week in Local Historgolumn.)

The Callaway Rural Electric Gop formed in 1936 and began running lit@semote
parts of the county. Cop records show that the church building wiring was inspected in
September of 1937, and we assume the chuashhooked up shortly thereafterthe rural ce
op electric linesHeat still came via oil furnaces which had to be fired up during cold weather
events.

Womends groups of the Millersburg Christie
the Millersbug Council of the United Christian Missionary Sociatyd after 195@sthe
ChristianWomensFellowship(CWF). Minutesof their meetings are about the only records we



have of the mie20" century time period. The ladies of that time had afternoon or limeh t
meetings, with programs concerning local, national, world affairs, and missionary projects. They

contributed to various charitable causes (e.g
Orphans Homeo; and July ZdtpthelOphahs HoRegandg ar ment s
arranged at | east some of the church property

King 50 cents each time he mowed the grass . . . There was also a discussion on securing a
janitor for the dWBWsr CWF. noted) t ad ke albaotue DI vi
heating systemo.

Minutesof theOct 17, 1940 meeting:

The Council met with Miss Marian Duncan and finished the pansy quilt. Elsa Scruggs
led the devotional meeting and the missionary program. Theresseegal interesting talks
given from articles in the World Call. At the business session Elsa Scruggs was voted substitute
president until Clara can take over again. It was voted to continue sending the same as last year
to State and United Missions. It svalso voted to send $7.50 to Orphans Home this year instead
of the usual Thanksgiving barrel of fruit. Bées the 10 members present there were 6 visitors
Mrs. Vernon Shouse, Mrs. E. A. McCray, Mrs. Albert Bergman, Mrs. Dr. Getz, Mrs. G.
McCubbin, and Bebara Baker. Dues collected: 50 cents.

Minutes oftheJuly 21, 1949, meeting:
The regular meeting of the Millersburg Christian Council was held on July 21, 1949, at
the home of MrsWalter Willing. Ten members and five visitors were present. The president

opened the meeting with a song, fAYield not to
ATal ent so. Roll call was answered as wusual by
project which was delayed because of the jointtmeen g at Mr & heldMes.\\Malkey 6 s, w

invited all interested to meet with her the evening of July 26, to pack the box. It was decided the
package again be sent to Hazel Green Academy, Kentucky.

Mrs. Walker made motion that sandwiches, pie, and cold drinks be servedrat Rovi
Al l ends sale Aug 4. Motion carried. Details w
Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Reuben Fisher, and Mrs. Cyril Wilkerson. After taking the offering, which
totaled $1.60, Mrs. Baumgartner turned the meeting over tpribgram leader, Mrs. N Allen.

The program began with a song, AWhat a Fri
Baker read the scripture and BIrR. W. Scruggs assisted with the devotional. Articles from
World Call were given by the following: Mrs. NetsBaker, Women in American Church Life.

Mrs. Myron Tenney, Less Christian Living and the Chan and Youth. Mrs. larles Walker,
Global Facts. Miss Marion Duncan, Christian Prospects in China. Astitew, by Mrs. Cyril
Wilkerson abat Dr. Albert Schwegrter. A conact on questions and answers from World Call
The next regular meeting to be heldat Mrs. Rawi Al | en6s was announced ©b
Baumgartner. The council benediction dismissed the meeting.
Wilma Allen, Sec.

Shortly before his death in 1950, Sggri_oyd, a member of the Methodist Church,
presented Mrs. Kitty Scruggs, church treasurer at that time, with a check for $500, a gift in
memory of his longime friend and brothein-law, Jefferson Lee Morris, a member of the
Christian Church. Spurred blyis memorial gift, members of the Christian Church added to it
(for example, by hosting a mutton supper fund raiser) and in 1952 used the money to build a



fellowship hall and kitchen. An article in the Fulton newspaper from December 15, 1952, says
that anestimated 175 persons attended Homecoming services to participate in the dedication of
the new LoyeMorris Fellowship room, completed in June, with Rev. Daniel Craig, pastor (since
1950), presiding. The new addition had a knotty pine paneled kitchenrang thom, typical of

the 1950s. At that time, Douglas McClellan was superintendent of the Sunday school; Mrs.
Reuben Fishewaspresident of CWF. At the dedication ceremony, Jerry G. Baker was honored
for being the oldest current member (in years of megstbp), Mr. and Mrs. Harris Wilkerson

were the oldest couple, and Mrs. Morris (Annie Kennett) Truitt of Hollywood CA was the

member who traveled the greatest distance for the homecoming and dedication celebration. In
preparation for thtisornbpmebemiadi esleb the CW
church, upholstered chairs, and sanded the wood floors. CWF also purchased Venetian blinds for
the newfellowship hall and dishes and stainless steelware.

Sidney Loyd Jefferson Morris

[Tt s

‘ : = % 3 A ‘ “ s . ¥
Millersburg Christian Church after addition of fellowship h@h the left)



The 1953 wedding of Earl and Pat Landrum in the new fellowship hall, the knotty pine
panelingvisiblein the background.

In April 1952, CWF bough& new Bible for the church. We believe it is the one that is
gtill sometimes used on the pul@ihat Biblehas a 1952 print date and a dedicaptague
inside the front cover.

An October 1723, 1954 revival meetingdded 17 new membeis the churchRev.
Wade Scott from Lathrop MO presided.

In 1955, theMillersburg Christian Church voted join a pastoral unity with three other
churches sharing one pastor, each church having services twice a month. The other churches
wereNew Bloomfield, Hams Prairieand Dixie. Pastor Rev. Ralph Tayk®rved the unity

Note that MCC always had Sunday School each week, even during periods when
preaching didndét happen each week.



Fifty Years Ago: 1958

We tried to find out what was going on at Millersburg ChaustChurch exactly fifty
years ago (1958), and came up with this information:

Since Millersburg Christian Church was a p
church made a monthly contribution of $70.84 to pastoral compensation: $58.34 for salary gnd
$12.50 for rent. Other regular expenditures included mowing (Joe Ed McCray getting $4 each
time he mowed) and cleaning (lona Atkins getting roughly $10 per month). O. H. Wilkerson
received $33 for firing up the stoves, one dollar each time he perforatadsk; he donated $25
of that money back to the church. State Farm Mutual Tornado Insurance cost $16.20 that year,
and fire insurance cost $28.35. Rev. Wayne Parke received a $25 Christmas gift tidsgear.

in 1958 there was some gutteringwork (878. t o Ki mbal |l 6s Sheet Met al
L. G. Calvert dug and walled a well ($125, plus $56.35 to Columbia Brick and Tile for
materials). I n August, the church bought |$107

raising mutton supper, arde church netted $324.98 on that event.

Another interesting entry in the records for 1958 shows that the church paid Rueben
Fisher $45 for fAcombiningodo and received $206.
church have a recollection ofafreh at year destroying a | ocal f
donated his wheat crop that year to the two local churches (Millersburg Christian Church angd
Millersburg Baptist Church) if they would pay for the combining. Millersburg Christian
Churchod hehgrreofaft s was enough to pay the|chur
for a couple of months.

A choir was organized i@®ctober 1958 with Clarence Kennett leading music.

Curiously, although 1958 would have been exactly 100 years followingpioagion, we
cannot find anything about a centennial celebration during that year.

In 1959, Millersburgwithdrew from thepastoralunity andformed a new unityith
CentralChristian ChurchA student from the Missouri School of Religion, Rev. Wayn&&a
served followed by Rev. Stanley WillianBookkeeping notes indicate that in 1959 around
$1500 was pledged from members toward a new kitchen.

AnoteontheJuly1,1960J une 30, 1961 Christian Womenos
says: AWemphee¢ edusemodel ing of our chuwtAtcho [ s
this time, the entrance to the churtomake!| osest
an additional Sunday School classroom area

We have heardumors of a time capsule createglthe youth of the churclometime in
the early 1960s and buried under the outside(signe e Vi r gi nia Wil liamsdé m
Appendix), but no one now seems to remember where it might be.

In 1964 new seats for sanctuary (and they are still the pawnendly in use) were
purchased from a church in Columbia.



Rev. Harold Reisch led a revival in 196%v. Reisch returned in 200 serve as
interim pastoof Millersburg Christian Churcfor several months.

In 1967,an annexvasadded to the fellowshipall which included bathrooms and a
kitchen And it was at this time that the church first got running water. Prior to this time, there
was a cistern from which water could be drawn (and boiled) when needed for dinners or other
fellowship eventsOuthouse werelocated to the west of the churghtil this time

Millersburg Christian Church, photos outside and inside at the time of the last
service before construction began on the new sanctuary in $@ethe
Appendix for a keto all of the people in this photo.



