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Preface tahe Millersburg Christian Church History
Barbara K. Gulick, Interim Minister, 2008

This is the Lorddés doing; it is marvel o

It is a marvelous and humbling experience to serve a congregation that has witnessed to
the love of Godn Christ from the same location for 150 years and ministered to this community
since the earliest days of settlement in the Millersburg area, a congregation with ties to the
founders of the Stor€a mp b e | | movement . T h an k gneticubousJ e f f M.
research, as well as the recollections of members and ministers, this is a remarkable and
delightfully readable document of the history of religious practice and expression in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries encapsulated within the asadumsmall but always vital
rur al church. Mill ersburg Christian Churchos
congregation devoted to ministry within the community and to the world beyond is evident
throughout these pages.

And the church in 2008 contiles its proud and active traditions.

You are Gododébs own people, chosen to procl a
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people,
butnowyomr e Godbés peoelple.. .1 Peter 2:9
Yet i nway@®bcdumtsg history, 150 years of ministry is but a preface to the great

work that God has yet planned for Millersburg Christian Church. One hundred and fifty years is
but the foundation upon which the new work is to be built. So even as we cetelsrpsest and
lift up those who have | abored with such devo
Kingdom of Callaway, today is just the beginning.
efor th first things
i al

e h a
Seam making t

ve passed away. An
I hi ngsa new. 0 Revel a

To God be the glory! Amen!
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Introduction

This book describes the history of the Millersburg ChrisGanrch of Millersburg,
Missouri as best we know.iDespite itssize, this bookloes not pretentd be a comprehensive
historyof the Millersburg community, the state of Missouri, or the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) denomination. Nonethelessg thistory of any institution, great or aih) cannot be
separatedrom the community in which it exist&nd so this book includes some general
informationabout Millersburg, the state of Missouri, and the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). Even befoeits incorporation on August 22, 1854, its present locatiothis church has
been an integral part of the Millersburg community, and in turn has beetedftey events
occurring in thiscommunity, as well as in Callaway County, the state of MissthailUnited
States, and the world at larg@ons and daughters of the Millersburg community have served in
wars, aided people suffering through natural and-made disasters all over the world, and have
often themselves moved to live in faraway places;famdl ks from t he Aoutsi de
to Millersburgand now call it home

Peopleintheareac al | i ng t hemsel ves AChristianso ( a
A Met h o d)nsetirspioneer homes arallog structure abo@®miles south opreseniday
Millersburgas eay as1817 orl819,and more formallyoeginningaround 1838 butrecords of
these dateseemainvagueuncertain andoftenconflicting. Thus we choseAugust 22,1858 as
the starting point for our sesquicentennial celebration sinceadearirces cite thatateas the
official incorporationof the congregatioat its present sitexs will be detailed lateand it is
afterall, 150 years ago.

Millersburg, Missouri, a unincorporatedural community of several hundred persons,
lies inwestern Callaway County at the junctionstditeroads F, J, and WW, about 10 miles east
of Columbig home of the main campus of the University of Missand 10 miles west of
Fulton, the county seat of Callaway Couratlyd home to two collegéghe Missouri School for
the Deafa state hospital, and a maximum security prison facAibput 20 milesa the soutlof
Millersburg, the Missouri River separates Callaway County from the state capital (Jefferson
City) and Cole an@©sage Countieedar Creekneandering couple of miles to the west of
Millersburg, forms most of the western boundary of Callaway Cowefyarating it from Boone
County, to the north lies Audrain County, to the east Montgomery County. Interstate 70 passes
east and west about 4 a8l north of Millersburgthe intersectiof I-70 and State &adJ, which
runs through Millersburgjoes not have any major development (until recently anyisiyich
of the landaround Millersburgonsists of rolling hillconverted to crops and pastyrasd now
being converted to #fsomeowbluffyocaisatorgtCeddreskaridd i vi s i

? peters, G. 193Disciples of Christ in MissouriThe Centennial Commission.

3 Westminster College and William Woods University. In 1946, the Westminster College campus also served as the

siteof S'Wi nst on Churchil |l 6s f aheBinews ofiFeacem whictCtoat phrase was firss p e e ¢ h,
used in a public setting: AFrom $dneurtdinhas déescendedraerosBal t i ¢
the conti nent . GhurBhdl tlimed an hamhteicbakpdepetatoes, asparagus tips, salad, hot rolls, and

ice cream, and reportedly said, AThe pig has reached i f
was cured by longime Millersburg Christian Churchenmb er Di ck Scruggs. Thee Bil l Cl a
Columbia TribungMarch 4, 2005http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/mar/20050304feat001.asp

* As of 2008, this intersgion/interstate exit had a restaurant/motel, antique mall, music theater, truck sales facility,

custom cabinet shop, and several other small businesses along parallel frontage roads on either side of the interstate.
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some USDA Forest&viceland lies nearbyLittle Dixie Lake, a 208acre Missouri Department
of Conservation fishing lake created in 1958 with an aswatseveral hundred acre wildlife

conservation area, occupies most of the northeastern quadrant of the Millersbarfeatteacts
some visitors to the community
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Google Earth photo of the Millersburg area

Although a few people in the communitylisthake their living from farming, many
residents of Millersburg work in Columbia (where the University of Missouri is the largest
employer), Fulton, or Jefferson Cits of 2008 the immediatéMillersburgareahad two
convenience stores (one with a gegisn, one with a feed store), a restauranigerinary
hospital, a bulk mail facilitya quarry,car wash, two preschoolsgveral cottage industries and
construction businesses, theeeit o repair shops, a Lionés Club,
(@and t he Wor | @andDrV@hardefy. In Bdalitiom® the Christian Church, the
Millersburgcommunity supports the Millersburg Baptist Churchngregation; the Prairie
Chapef aUnited Methodist congregation, is about 4 miles to the north&désite Cloud
Presbyterian Church originated within the Millersburg ommity in 1831° butbuilt its present
building at docation on state road F about 4 miles east of Millersbut@&8°. Central

® See: http://www.worldsworstfarmer.com/ t hat 6s Lewi s Baumgartner, and he re
if youdbd seen his wheat crop | ast year, youdd be thank:
® See: http://www.tranquility.net/~scimusic/
"The 1884 History of Callaway Counsays that this church was first organized around 1840 by Rev. Noah Flood
(which sounds |i ke a fistage nameo0 to me).

® The 1884 History of Callaway Counsays that this church was first organized around 1854.
° From the1884 History of Callaway County

10 Seehttp://patriciaspatchwork.com/Cemeteries.htm



http://www.worldsworstfarmer.com/
http://www.tranquility.net/~scimusic/
http://patriciaspatchwork.com/Cemeteries.htm

Christian Church'is on state road F about 7 miles ess¥lillersburg and Olivet Christian

ChurcH?is on state road WW about 7 miles west of Millersbiirdqp e Mi | | er 6s Cr eek
Church originated about the same time as the Millersburg Christian Omesiclthe site of the

original Christian @urch buildirg; it held services until 197@&nd was used by our church

during the construction of our present sanctuary in 19@69pwing whichthat church building

fell into a state of disrepair amyentuallycollapsed; a cemetery remains on that property with

grave markers dating from the 185@scluding that of Samuel Millerone of the founders of the
Millersburg communityup to the present day

For around 30 years, someone in the Millersburg community has published a monthly, or
since 2003 bipweek|l n, fonews pat wenty page docum
birthdays, anniversaries, events, and ads tha
newspapers. The current incarnation of this newspagdreisCocklebur Chronicleand for more
information about the Millersburg community, visit this websiteiw.freewebs.com/cocklebur/

The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) denomi
nation grew oudf an early 19
century effort to bé n o n
denominational
Millersburg Christian Church
(MCC) holds to that inclusive
tradition as its cuent or recent
membership comes from
PresbyterianiVethodist,
Baptist, LutheranCatholic,
Mormon, aml other
denominationabackgrounds
as well as those raised in the
Christian Church (Disciplesf
Christ) traditions

*{ original MCC site
(1810-1857)
971"

fOver the ourse of its 150 plus years Millersburg, this church has hefdore than
6,000worship services attended by well over 200,000 people. We have had at least a thousand
potluck meals and other fellowship events; over 500 baptisms; countless weddirigsexats,
meals shared with the hungry, quilts stitched, camp meetings, vacation Bible schools, and
community celebrationséand thatoés just for st
love of Christ revealed at Millersburg Christian @tueach othe last 150 yearghat amounts
to 30,000 men, women, and childrem;60,000 hands held in love and welcome and
compassion. And how do we begin to count the pragtrs?

! Central Christian Church was foundedl®81 and celebrated its 128nniversary in 2006.
12 Olivet Christian Church was founded in 1874. 8gp://olivetchristianchurch.missouri.org/
“rom Rev. Barbara Gulickés sermon, Feb. 3, 2008.
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In the Beginning . . .

The history of the Millersburg Christian Church begaroupe of thousand years ago
when . . . OK, we wonodét go back quite that f
Church cannot be entirely separated from the history of the denomination or the Christian church
in general. However, far more authotite texts exist which describe Jud€aristian history
and traditions (that would be tiB#ble and the thousands of associated writjngs

The late 18 century has been described by some historians as the most immoral period
in American history* Thecolonies which grew into theew nation of the United Statkad
been populated to a large degbgeoutcasts and rebels seeking religious and political freedom,
and after achieving independence from Enghaadhe Revolutionary War (1776/81) some
of them became pioneers heading west into unknown, lawless teripthe 1790sa few
Europeans had been all over North America, mostly folks interested in the fur trade, explorers
searching for precious minerals, and missionaries. Nonethatdke, end othe Revolutionary
War,the area west of the Appalachians remained langgtypown andunpopulated by
Europeans. Howeverneugh people crossed thaseuntains following the revolutioto make
Kentucky a stateni1792,Tennessee in 179@nd Ohio in 1803

And many brought the traditpieaoamapfs ff eleiegioaon
r el i guithahend.lh 1800 onlya small fractiorof the people of the United Statdaimed
membership in any church

Into this arenappearedwo independenmovementshatrenounced all denominational
ties andaterunited to become the Christian Church (Disciples of Chfi®jarton Warren Stone
(17721844) the foundeof one of thosenovemers, was torn in Port Tobacco, Marylandn
December 24His father died wheBarton was a boy, and during the Revolutionary W,
mother moved the family tihe wilds ofsouthwestern Virgini#o try to escape the conflict
Bartonreceived educatiomt Davi d Cal dwel |l 6s Guil ford Acader
to pursue a caer in law, but he changed his mirmehd after much sowdearchingentered the
ministry through the Presbyterian Church. In the late 1790s, he served two churches in Bourbon
County*’ Kentucky Cane Ridg® and Concordabou 20 miles northeast of Lexina.

14 See, for exampleyww.google.com/books?isbn=1566395526

www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/bstone/history.htiamhd others.

®From one of many exa mp'lcentury] Séther'Wogl afGddiwasga death lettereThe Bibke 1 9
with the multitude was a sealed book, its teachings confused, its dispensations not understood, its word not rightly
divided, its commandmentsade of none effect by human tradition. . . . Surslahyools and missionary societies

were regarded by many as heretical. Unbelief was widespread. . . . the moral tone of the people was low,
intemperance was general, and amid the feuds and bickeringst®fsd schisms the Church was a barren as she

was bel wwnaun.ca/rels/tesimovi/texts/fpower/etc/HDDOC.HTM

16 Several other movements of the time also protested denoamiaksim, including Mormons, Seventay
Adventists, Jehova h®OhsistaViChurcres and athecs/leativklyg termed dyehistians as
Airestorationistsod; at t hpopuammtee frontienrecluding ®largeoneairl 1800ater e b e c
Creedance Clearwater Churichwestern Kentucky; sd#tp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Great_Awakening for

more information.

" Bourbon whiskey is named for the county, not vice versa; it was first distilled by the Rev. Elijah Craigamiyh

19" century;http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah_Craig
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Stonebe@me concerned that fighting among differprdtestantienominations
devaluedChristianity as a wholeand even at his Presbyterian ordination, he agreed to accept the
West minster Confession of Fait hwoand y.i nGsodafoar
Revivals were becoming popular on the fronéieithose with religious fervor tried to get the lost
sheep back into the faldnd in1801Stoneagreedo let his Cane Ridge churderve as the host
for a revival that admitted everyone redjass of faith affiliationor lack of it)

Drawing depicting the Cane Ridge |§
revival. -

The Cane Ridge Revivaitended by as many 26,000to 30,000people from
Kentucky, southern Ohio, and northern Tennesse®irred in August of 1801, shortly after
Stoneds mar r i &4kis atendancd issrenfarkablatthougw thé 1800 U.S. census
showed about 220,000 people living in Kentudky 18D census had the nearest cities of
Lexington with a populationfat,326 and Cincinnati, 2,54@ach had fewer than 2,500 people in
1800)** People had to come from many miles to attend this re\vakbyterian, Methodist, and
Baptist ministers preached.

Whil e Stoneds Cane Ridge cValyRiohdrd Mcemared as
another Presbyterian minister, orchestrated much of the planning and the revival services. The
Presbyterian Synod of Kentuckydught formal charges against Memar because of the
unorthodox revival and so he withdrewrfrdhat jurisdction. Stone and thresther area
mi ni sters accepted McNemar 6s decision as thei
independent Springfield Presbytery which answered to no synogtandnced all human
creedsappealing to the Bible as thelpmule of faith and practice.®June 281804 they

18 Cane Ridge was named by Daniel Boone who noted while exploring the area the presence of a bpeiemof
The meeting house &tane Ridgevhere Barton Stone preached, originally built in 1791, is the largest single room
log structure in North Americayith seating for 500 peopléeittp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cane_iege, Kentucky

19 A Short History of the Life of Barton W. Stone Written by Himaglfww.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/barton.html

20 A Short History of the Life of Barton W. Stone WrittgrHimself atwww.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/barton.html

2 www.census.gov/population/documentation/twps0027/tab04. txt
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dissolved this organizatigpublishing thd.ast Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery
one of the documents central to the development of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
[see AppendlxThey renounced denominational ties and

The early years of this movement had considerable rivalry and dissention, with two of the
original five ministers returning to theffresbyterian denominatiand two otherbecoming
Shaker&. But Barton Stone continued hold to the principles of tHeast Will and Testament
andto preach a gospel of inclusiveness throughout the frontier, establist@ng r i charchesn o
in Kentucky, Indiana, and lllinoi©One source sayseheven held a meeting in Millersburg,
Missouri, around 1828%al t hough this incident i%andwodld ci t ed
have been only a few years afpeoneersstarted settling in the Millersburg are@tone
recognized thatventhesenondenominationathurches still needed some form of
communication and collegialitf:rom 1826 until his death in 1844, Stqnéblisheda magazine,
The Christian Messengét In the absence of any formal organization among Christian churches,
this magazine seed as an instrument of unity.

Stone died in Hannibal MO, dv 9, 1844 while he waseturring to lllinois from a
speaking engagement at a meeting of Christian Churches dflissduri being held at Bear
Creek Qwurch north of ColumbigOn an earlier touthrough Missouri, he preached around the
Fulton areapossibly includingMillersburg. A son, Dr. William Stone, was a long time member
and deacon ahe FultonMO First Christian Church®

Thomas and Alexander Campbell began a parallel movememsternPennsylvania.
Thomas Campbe(lLl7631854)was born in County Down, Ireland. He immigrated to the United
States in 1807 and served as a Presbyterian mirtifterever Pennsylvania Presbyterian
authoritiescondemmed himfor refusing to use Presbyterian eds as terms for communion. In
1808 he and others founded the Christian Association of Washington, Pennsylvania, adopting the
motto: AWheee dshealcrweotupeak; where tthe scri|

Campbeld s s on, (1X88&8669 imahigraited to the United States in 180ih
t he rest of addhomeddis fatlser weateniPéngsylvanial n 1812, Al exan
belief in immersion led him tmin a Baptist congregatigmandfor a time he affiliated with the
Baptist clurch. But when he preached, he spoke directly from the New Testament and renounced
all denomingonal creedsTogether, the Campbells form#dte Brush Run Churcim 1815
southwest of Pittsburgiind became part of a nearby Baptist Association. But theyreliffwith
Baptists on some key issues and in 1830 dissolved those ties, calling thesisahhes
ADi sc®pl eso.

2 shakers, also known as Shaking Quakers, were another religiouslsétg hevivals on the Kentucky/Ohio

frontier in the late 18-early 19" century, led by a charismatic woman named Ann Lee who believed she was the
second coming of Christ and theMeoetihatltofemacdier commlobare st
dramatically after the Civil Watttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakers

% Seewww.piney.com/RMSt+Camp.html

24 A Short History of the Life of Barton \Stone Written by Himselitwww.mun.ca/rels/restmovi/texts/barton.html

% See for exampléttp://www.cccdisciples.org/BStone.html

% http://www.fcedoc.org/history.htm

27 Seehttp://restorationplea.com/history.hand many other sources.

28 geehttp://www.discipleshistory.org/
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Like Stone, Alexande€Campbellrecognized that the independent congregations he
helped to establish needed some tool of unity, anglbkshel a newspapef,he Christian
Baptist from 18231830, and after dissolution with the Baptists in 1830, that newspaper became
The Millennial Harbinger® He had no interest in establishing another denomination, writing in
1826 Al have n oecatalbgua of nefv seztsl. tlabor tp see sectarianism
abolished and all Christians of every name united upon the one foundation upon which the
apostolic c¢huHedad the e preferredininetdy ofdaity to ministry of clergy
and felt that ay congregation could ordain anyone they thought fit to lead the church. Members
could administer the 6verdh® sourSewphis bfe, Alexdngea c h, an
Campbell was a Virginia legislator, political theorist, educational philosogwturéer, debater,
preacher, and religious journalftHis published writings reportedly fill 60 volumés.

Initially, buildings of both these mow@ents were generalgimplein design and
construction. Worship was often held outdoors or in tents nedescoegivers in case there was
need of a baptism. Crosses and other ornamentation were not common until the late 1800s.
Services typically consisted of praising God in sorgding scripture, praying, taking an
of fering, the Lor dudsotnBaegsgilyginany @aniallarardes.er mon, b

Through their various writings, Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone became familiar
with each other. They mutually agreed that their beliefs were in concerthdiatiwary 11832,
Stone, representitgh e ditCihami8 Baccoono John SmetmbDi seipplss
met in Lexingtorand agreed on the basicnsof their movementsuniting with a formal
handshaké® The leaders of these groups still did not want to form a denominagiling their
effortsa fimov ément b-EamBbehkd movement, éosmaoyt her s |
years.Nonetheless, some of these independent congregatoihacal, regional, and staigide
meetings. The first general (or national) convention met in Cincinnat8mM 9 as a fAsoci e
i ndividual s0 and created the AmedheiStonen Chri st
Campbell movement dispatched its first foreign missionary: Dr. James Barclay began
evangelistic work in Jerusaleimn.t ~ w a s ma@nal canwettions in the 1960s thahe
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) restructured their loose organization into a more formal
denomination

In September of 1845, Alexander Campbell traveled to St. Louis and then by stage to
Columbia where around 13issoui Christianchurches wer@oldingan annual state meeting,
representing about 15,000 people. Campbell made another long tour of Missouri in October of
185234 Since the route Campbell traveled passed through Millersburg, hbawaystopped and
preachedtar e: A After a most enjoyable stay in Col

# Digital copies can be fourtdttp://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/acampbell/tmh/MH0100.HTM
%0 See for exampléttp://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/rrichardson/mac/MAC207.HTM

31 www.mun.ca/rels/testmov/texts/fpower/etc/HDDOC.HTM

32 \www. 1stchristianchurch.org/WorshipHistoryPaper.htm
*seehttp://www.transy.edu/pages/lilly/doc_history.pdf

3 Richardson, Robert. 186Blemoirs of Alexander Campbell.B. Lippincott and Co., Philadelphia.



http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/acampbell/tmh/MH0100.HTM
http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/rrichardson/mac/MAC207.HTM
http://www.mun.ca/rels/testmov/texts/fpower/etc/HDDOC.HTM
http://www.1st-christian-church.org/WorshipHistoryPaper.htm
http://www.transy.edu/pages/lilly/doc_history.pdf

night near Millersburg. The next morning, the party reached Fulton in time for him to address a
|l arge crowd gat®hered at the church. o
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Courtesy The State Historical Society of Missouri
Map drawn by Walter A. Schroeder

Millersburg lies on the line betweeroldmbia and Fulton.

Walter Scott (1794.861),animportant arly figure in this movementirst met
Alexander Campbell in the winter of 182822 and quickly discovered that he similarly
believed that denominational creed should be abolistegreacheavidely in Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Kentucky, and Virginia, converting and baptizing many, and writing many articléador
Christian BaptisandThe Millennial Harbinger®

Raccoon John Smiiti7841868), another important person eanyhis movementyvas
born in east Tennessee, and recelitdd formal educationBut Alexander Campbell said of
hi m, AHe i s the only man | ever knew who woul
a young man, he b eCGhastian Baptistthe hadjakadyarempunced | 6 s
Calvinism, and he traveled throughout Kentucky preaching and working toward the unification
of all Christians. He attended a state meeting of Christian churches in Columbia Missouri in
1858, preaching and evangelizing along the way. Aftemiifie died in 1861, heved with his
daughter, EmilyRingo, in Mexicg Missouri until his own deatfi’

% Hamlin, Griffith. 1986 Remember, Renew, RejoiSesquicentennial Committee of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) of MidAmerica.

36 Seehttp://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/wbaxter/lews/LEWS00.HTM

37 Seehttp://www.jackmasters.net/raccoon.html



http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/wbaxter/lews/LEWS00.HTM
http://www.jackmasters.net/raccoon.html

Raccoon John Smith Barton W Stone
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Drawing of the Campbell 8ds Brush Run



