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1
 As will be detailed later in this book, this denomination developed from the union of two early 19

th
 century 

movements. The leaders of those two movements had strong convictions about the name and Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) emerged as a compromise. Thus, this denomination is sometimes known as the ñpeople of the 

parenthesesò. Since the Millersburg Christian Church is referred to locally as simply ñthe Christian Churchò, the 

parenthetical phrase will generally not be added in the text of this history. 

http://www.millersburgchristianchurch.org/
mailto:CANERDGMTG@aol.com
http://shs.umsystem.edu/index.shtml


    

 

 

 

 

 

Preface to the Millersburg Christian Church History 

Barbara K. Gulick, Interim Minister, 2008 

 

This is the Lordôs doing; it is marvelous in our eyeséPsalm 118:23 

 

It is a marvelous and humbling experience to serve a congregation that has witnessed to 

the love of God in Christ from the same location for 150 years and ministered to this community 

since the earliest days of settlement in the Millersburg area, a congregation with ties to the 

founders of the Stone-Campbell movement.  Thanks to Jeff Moranôs scholarship and meticulous 

research, as well as the recollections of members and ministers, this is a remarkable and 

delightfully readable document of the history of religious practice and expression in the 

nineteenth and twentieth centuries encapsulated within the accounts of a small but always vital 

rural church.  Millersburg Christian Churchôs mission as a welcoming and inclusive 

congregation devoted to ministry within the community and to the world beyond is evident 

throughout these pages. 

 

And the church in 2008 continues its proud and active traditions. 

 

 You are Godôs own people, chosen to proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 

you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you were not a people,  

but now you are Godôs people...1 Peter 2:9-10 

 

 Yet in Godôs way of counting history, 150 years of ministry is but a preface to the great 

work that God has yet planned for Millersburg Christian Church.  One hundred and fifty years is 

but the foundation upon which the new work is to be built.  So even as we celebrate our past and 

lift up those who have labored with such devotion in Godôs Kingdom, here in this corner of the 

Kingdom of Callaway, today is just the beginning. 

 

éfor the first things have passed away.  And the one who was seated on the throne said,  

ñSee, I am making all things new.ò  Revelation 20:4b-5a. 

 

                                                      To God be the glory!  Amen! 
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Introduction  

 

 This book describes the history of the Millersburg Christian Church of Millersburg, 

Missouri, as best we know it. Despite its size, this book does not pretend to be a comprehensive 

history of the Millersburg community, the state of Missouri, or the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) denomination. Nonetheless, the history of any institution, great or small, cannot be 

separated from the community in which it exists, and so this book includes some general 

information about Millersburg, the state of Missouri, and the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). Even before its incorporation on August 22, 1858, at its present location, this church has 

been an integral part of the Millersburg community, and in turn has been affected by events 

occurring in this community, as well as in Callaway County, the state of Missouri, the United 

States, and the world at large. Sons and daughters of the Millersburg community have served in 

wars, aided people suffering through natural and man-made disasters all over the world, and have 

often themselves moved to live in faraway places; and folks from the ñoutside worldò have come 

to Millersburg and now call it home. 

 

 People in the area calling themselves ñChristiansò (as opposed to ñBaptistsò or 

ñMethodistsò etc.) met in pioneer homes and a log structure about 3 miles south of present-day 

Millersburg as early as 1817 or 1819, and more formally beginning around 1836,
2
 but records of 

these dates remain vague, uncertain, and often conflicting. Thus, we chose August 22, 1858, as 

the starting point for our sesquicentennial celebration since several sources cite that date as the 

official incorporation of the congregation at its present site, as will be detailed later; and it is, 

after all, 150 years ago. 

 

 Millersburg, Missouri, an unincorporated rural community of several hundred persons, 

lies in western Callaway County at the junction of state roads F, J, and WW, about 10 miles east 

of Columbia, home of the main campus of the University of Missouri, and 10 miles west of 

Fulton, the county seat of Callaway County and home to two colleges,
3
 the Missouri School for 

the Deaf, a state hospital, and a maximum security prison facility. About 20 miles to the south of 

Millersburg, the Missouri River separates Callaway County from the state capital (Jefferson 

City) and Cole and Osage Counties. Cedar Creek, meandering a couple of miles to the west of 

Millersburg, forms most of the western boundary of Callaway County, separating it from Boone 

County; to the north lies Audrain County, to the east Montgomery County. Interstate 70 passes 

east and west about 4 miles north of Millersburg; the intersection of I-70 and State Road J, which 

runs through Millersburg, does not have any major development (until recently anyway).
4
 Much 

of the land around Millersburg consists of rolling hills converted to crops and pastures, and now 

being converted to ñcountry estateò subdivisions; some low bluffs occur along Cedar Creek and 

                                                 
2
 Peters, G. 1937. Disciples of Christ in Missouri. The Centennial Commission.  

3
 Westminster College and William Woods University. In 1946, the Westminster College campus also served as the 

site of Sir Winston Churchillôs famous ñIron Curtainò speech, The Sinews of Peace, in which that phrase was first 

used in a public setting: ñFrom Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across 

the continent.ò Before the speech, Churchill dined on ham, twice-baked potatoes, asparagus tips, salad, hot rolls, and 

ice cream, and reportedly said, ñThe pig has reached its highest state of evolution in this ham.ò That particular ham 

was cured by long-time Millersburg Christian Church member Dick Scruggs. See Bill Clarkôs column in The 

Columbia Tribune, March 4, 2005. http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/mar/20050304feat001.asp  
4
 As of 2008, this intersection/interstate exit had a restaurant/motel, antique mall, music theater, truck sales facility, 

custom cabinet shop, and several other small businesses along parallel frontage roads on either side of the interstate. 

http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/mar/20050304feat001.asp


    

some USDA Forest Service land lies nearby. Little Dixie Lake, a 200-acre Missouri Department 

of Conservation fishing lake created in 1958 with an associated several hundred acre wildlife 

conservation area, occupies most of the northeastern quadrant of the Millersburg area and attracts 

some visitors to the community. 

 

 
 

Google Earth photo of the Millersburg area. 

 

Although a few people in the community still make their living from farming, many 

residents of Millersburg work in Columbia (where the University of Missouri is the largest 

employer), Fulton, or Jefferson City. As of 2008, the immediate Millersburg area had two 

convenience stores (one with a gas station, one with a feed store), a restaurant, a veterinary 

hospital, a bulk mail facility, a quarry, car wash, two preschools, several cottage industries and 

construction businesses, three auto repair shops, a Lionôs Club, and a volunteer fire department 

(and the Worldôs Worst Farmer
5
 and Dr. Chordate

6
). In addition to the Christian Church, the 

Millersburg community supports the Millersburg Baptist Church
7
 congregation; the Prairie 

Chapel,
8
 a United Methodist congregation, is about 4 miles to the northeast. White Cloud 

Presbyterian Church originated within the Millersburg community in 1831,
9
 but built its present 

building at a location on state road F about 4 miles east of Millersburg in 1888
10

. Central 

                                                 
5
 See:  http://www.worldsworstfarmer.com/; thatôs Lewis Baumgartner, and he really is the Worldôs Worst Farmer; 

if youôd seen his wheat crop last year, youôd be thankful that man doesnôt live by bread alone. 
6
 See:  http://www.tranquility.net/~scimusic/  

7
 The 1884 History of Callaway County says that this church was first organized around 1840 by Rev. Noah Flood 

(which sounds like a ñstage nameò to me). 
8
 The 1884 History of Callaway County says that this church was first organized around 1854. 

9
 From the 1884 History of Callaway County. 

10
 See http://patriciaspatchwork.com/Cemeteries.htm  

http://www.worldsworstfarmer.com/
http://www.tranquility.net/~scimusic/
http://patriciaspatchwork.com/Cemeteries.htm


    

Christian Church
11

 is on state road F about 7 miles east of Millersburg and Olivet Christian 

Church
12

 is on state road WW about 7 miles west of Millersburg. The Millerôs Creek Methodist 

Church originated about the same time as the Millersburg Christian Church near the site of the 

original Christian Church building; it held services until 1976 (and was used by our church 

during the construction of our present sanctuary in 1976), following which that church building 

fell into a state of disrepair and eventually collapsed; a cemetery remains on that property with 

grave markers dating from the 1850s (including that of Samuel Miller, one of the founders of the 

Millersburg community) up to the present day.  

 

For around 30 years, someone in the Millersburg community has published a monthly, or 

since 2003 biweekly, ñnewspaperò, a four to twenty page document of local news, personalities, 

birthdays, anniversaries, events, and ads that you wonôt find in the nearby towns/citiesô 

newspapers. The current incarnation of this newspaper is The Cocklebur Chronicle, and for more 

information about the Millersburg community, visit this website: www.freewebs.com/cocklebur/  

 

        

The Christian Church  

(Disciples of Christ) denomi- 

nation grew out of an early 19
th                 

Little Dixie Lake
            

                   
century effort to be ñnon-                                 

denominationalò, and the    

Millersburg Christian Church        WW             

(MCC) holds to that inclusive               Cedar   

tradition as its current or recent        Creek                           

membership comes from  

Presbyterian, Methodist,                                            MCC-
X                                                                   

Baptist, Lutheran, Catholic,  

Mormon, and other                             F                                  

denominational backgrounds,          J 

as well as those raised in the  

Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) traditions.          
 X

 ïoriginal MCC site 
        (1819-1857) 

 

ñOver the course of its 150 plus years in Millersburg, this church has held more than 

6,000 worship services attended by well over 200,000 people. We have had at least a thousand 

pot-luck meals and other fellowship events; over 500 baptisms; countless weddings and funerals, 

meals shared with the hungry, quilts stitched, camp meetings, vacation Bible schools, and 

community celebrationséand thatôs just for starters.  If only 200 lives were touched with the 

love of Christ revealed at Millersburg Christian Church each of the last 150 years, that amounts 

to 30,000 men, women, and children; or 60,000 hands held in love and welcome and 

compassion.  And how do we begin to count the prayers?ò
13

 

                                                 
11

 Central Christian Church was founded in 1881 and celebrated its 125
th
 anniversary in 2006. 

12
 Olivet Christian Church was founded in 1874. See http://olivetchristianchurch.missouri.org/  

13
From Rev. Barbara Gulickôs sermon, Feb. 3, 2008. 

http://www.freewebs.com/cocklebur/
http://olivetchristianchurch.missouri.org/


    

In the Beginning . . . 

 

 The history of the Millersburg Christian Church began a couple of thousand years ago 

when . . .  OK, we wonôt go back quite that far. But, the history of the Millersburg Christian 

Church cannot be entirely separated from the history of the denomination or the Christian church 

in general. However, far more authoritative texts exist which describe Judeo-Christian history 

and traditions (that would be the Bible and the thousands of associated writings). 

 

 The late 18
th
 century has been described by some historians as the most immoral period 

in American history.
14

 The colonies which grew into the new nation of the United States had 

been populated to a large degree by outcasts and rebels seeking religious and political freedom, 

and after achieving independence from England via the Revolutionary War (1776-1781), some 

of them became pioneers heading west into unknown, lawless territory. By the 1790s, a few 

Europeans had been all over North America, mostly folks interested in the fur trade, explorers 

searching for precious minerals, and missionaries. Nonetheless, at the end of the Revolutionary 

War, the area west of the Appalachians remained largely unknown and unpopulated by 

Europeans. However, enough people crossed those mountains following the revolution to make 

Kentucky a state in 1792, Tennessee in 1796, and Ohio in 1803. 

 

And many brought the tradition of ñreligious freedomò (or perhaps ñfreedom from 

religionò) with them. In 1800 only a small fraction of the people of the United States claimed 

membership in any church.
15

 

 

 Into this arena appeared two independent movements that renounced all denominational 

ties and later united to become the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
16

 Barton Warren Stone 

(1772-1844), the founder of one of those movements, was born in Port Tobacco, Maryland, on 

December 24. His father died when Barton was a boy, and during the Revolutionary War, his 

mother moved the family to the wilds of southwestern Virginia to try to escape the conflict. 

Barton received education at David Caldwellôs Guilford Academy of North Carolina, intending 

to pursue a career in law, but he changed his mind, and after much soul-searching, entered the 

ministry through the Presbyterian Church. In the late 1790s, he served two churches in Bourbon 

County,
17

 Kentucky: Cane Ridge
18

 and Concord, about 20 miles northeast of Lexington. 

                                                 
14

 See, for example, www.google.com/books?isbn=1566395526, 

www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/bstone/history.html , and others. 
15

 From one of many examples: ñ[regarding the early 19
th
 century] So the Word of God was a dead letter. The Bible 

with the multitude was a sealed book, its teachings confused, its dispensations not understood, its word not rightly 

divided, its commandments made of none effect by human tradition. . . . Sunday-schools and missionary societies 

were regarded by many as heretical. Unbelief was widespread. . . . the moral tone of the people was low, 

intemperance was general, and amid the feuds and bickerings of sects and schisms the Church was a barren as she 

was belligerent.ò www.mun.ca/rels/testmov/texts/fpower/etc/HDDOC.HTM  
16

 Several other movements of the time also protested denominationalism, including Mormons, Seventh-day 

Adventists, Jehovahôs Witnesses, Independent Christian Churches, and others, collectively termed by historians as 

ñrestorationistsò; at the same time, revivals were becoming popular on the frontier, including a large one in 1800 at 

Creedance Clearwater Church in western Kentucky; see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Great_Awakening  for 

more information. 
17

 Bourbon whiskey is named for the county, not vice versa; it was first distilled by the Rev. Elijah Craig in the early 

19
th
 century; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah_Craig  

http://www.google.com/books?isbn=1566395526
http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/bstone/history.html
http://www.mun.ca/rels/testmov/texts/fpower/etc/HDDOC.HTM
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah_Craig


    

 

 Stone became concerned that fighting among different protestant denominations 

devalued Christianity as a whole, and even at his Presbyterian ordination, he agreed to accept the 

Westminster Confession of Faith only insofar as it was ñconsistent with the word of Godò.
19

 

Revivals were becoming popular on the frontier as those with religious fervor tried to get the lost 

sheep back into the fold, and in 1801 Stone agreed to let his Cane Ridge church serve as the host 

for a revival that admitted everyone regardless of faith affiliation (or lack of it).  

 

Cane Ridge Meeting House. 

 

 

 

      Drawing depicting the Cane Ridge 

revival. 

 

 

 The Cane Ridge Revival, attended by as many as 20,000 to 30,000 people from 

Kentucky, southern Ohio, and northern Tennessee, occurred in August of 1801, shortly after 

Stoneôs marriage to his first wife.
20

 This attendance is remarkable: although the 1800 U.S. census 

showed about 220,000 people living in Kentucky, the 1810 census had the nearest cities of 

Lexington with a population of 4,326 and Cincinnati, 2,540 (each had fewer than 2,500 people in 

1800).
21

 People had to come from many miles to attend this revival. Presbyterian, Methodist, and 

Baptist ministers preached. 

 

While Stoneôs Cane Ridge church served as the host for this revival, Richard McNemar, 

another Presbyterian minister, orchestrated much of the planning and the revival services. The 

Presbyterian Synod of Kentucky brought formal charges against McNemar because of the 

unorthodox revival and so he withdrew from that jurisdiction. Stone and three other area 

ministers accepted McNemarôs decision as their own and in 1803 the five of them formed the 

independent Springfield Presbytery which answered to no synod and renounced all human 

creeds, appealing to the Bible as the only rule of faith and practice. On June 28, 1804, they 

                                                                                                                                                             
18

 Cane Ridge was named by Daniel Boone who noted while exploring the area the presence of a species of bamboo. 

The meeting house at Cane Ridge where Barton Stone preached, originally built in 1791, is the largest single room 

log structure in North America, with seating for 500 people;  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cane_Ridge,_Kentucky .  
19

 A Short History of the Life of Barton W. Stone Written by Himself, at www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/barton.html 
20

 A Short History of the Life of Barton W. Stone Written by Himself, at www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/barton.html 
21

 www.census.gov/population/documentation/twps0027/tab04.txt 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cane_Ridge,_Kentucky
http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/barton.html
http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/barton.html


    

dissolved this organization, publishing the Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery, 

one of the documents central to the development of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

[see Appendix]. They renounced denominational ties and called themselves simply ñChristiansò.  

 

The early years of this movement had considerable rivalry and dissention, with two of the 

original five ministers returning to their Presbyterian denomination and two others becoming 

Shakers
22

. But Barton Stone continued to hold to the principles of the Last Will and Testament 

and to preach a gospel of inclusiveness throughout the frontier, establishing ñChristianò churches 

in Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois. One source says he even held a meeting in Millersburg, 

Missouri, around 1821,
23

 although this incident is not cited in Stoneôs autobiography
24

 and would 

have been only a few years after pioneers started settling in the Millersburg area.  Stone 

recognized that even these non-denominational churches still needed some form of 

communication and collegiality. From 1826 until his death in 1844, Stone published a magazine, 

The Christian Messenger.
25

 In the absence of any formal organization among Christian churches, 

this magazine served as an instrument of unity. 

 

 Stone died in Hannibal MO, Nov 9, 1844, while he was returning to Illinois from a 

speaking engagement at a meeting of Christian Churches of mid-Missouri being held at Bear 

Creek Church north of Columbia. On an earlier tour through Missouri, he preached around the 

Fulton area, possibly including Millersburg. A son, Dr. William Stone, was a long time member 

and deacon at the Fulton MO First Christian Church.
26

 

 

 Thomas and Alexander Campbell began a parallel movement in western Pennsylvania. 

Thomas Campbell (1763-1854) was born in County Down, Ireland. He immigrated to the United 

States in 1807 and served as a Presbyterian minister. However, Pennsylvania Presbyterian 

authorities condemned him for refusing to use Presbyterian creeds as terms for communion. In 

1808 he and others founded the Christian Association of Washington, Pennsylvania, adopting the 

motto: ñWhere the scriptures speak, we speak; where the scriptures are silent, we are silent.ò
27

 

 

 Campbellôs son, Alexander (1788-1866), immigrated to the United States in 1809 with 

the rest of Thomasôs family and joined his father in western Pennsylvania. In 1812, Alexanderôs 

belief in immersion led him to join a Baptist congregation, and for a time he affiliated with the 

Baptist church. But when he preached, he spoke directly from the New Testament and renounced 

all denominational creeds. Together, the Campbells formed the Brush Run Church in 1815 

southwest of Pittsburgh and became part of a nearby Baptist Association. But they differed with 

Baptists on some key issues and in 1830 dissolved those ties, calling themselves simply 

ñDisciplesò.
28

 

                                                 
22

 Shakers, also known as Shaking Quakers, were another religious sect holding revivals on the Kentucky/Ohio 

frontier in the late 18
th
-early 19

th
 century, led by a charismatic woman named Ann Lee who believed she was the 

second coming of Christ and the vital female component of ñGod the Father-Motherò; their numbers declined 

dramatically after the Civil War; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakers. 
23

 See www.piney.com/RMSt+Camp.html. 
24

 A Short History of the Life of Barton W. Stone Written by Himself, at www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/barton.html 
25

 See for example http://www.cccdisciples.org/BStone.html  
26

 http://www.fcc-doc.org/history.htm  
27

 See http://restorationplea.com/history.htm and many other sources. 
28

 See http://www.discipleshistory.org/  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakers
http://www.piney.com/RMSt+Camp.html
http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/barton.html
http://www.cccdisciples.org/BStone.html
http://www.fcc-doc.org/history.htm
http://restorationplea.com/history.htm
http://www.discipleshistory.org/


    

 

 Like Stone, Alexander Campbell recognized that the independent congregations he 

helped to establish needed some tool of unity, and he published a newspaper, The Christian 

Baptist, from 1823-1830, and after dissolution with the Baptists in 1830, that newspaper became 

The Millennial Harbinger.
29

 He had no interest in establishing another denomination, writing in 

1826 ñI have no idea of adding to the catalogue of new sects. I labor to see sectarianism 

abolished and all Christians of every name united upon the one foundation upon which the 

apostolic church was founded.ò  He said that he preferred ministry of laity to ministry of clergy 

and felt that any congregation could ordain anyone they thought fit to lead the church. Members 

could administer the Lordôs Supper, teach, and pray.
30

 Over the course of his life, Alexander 

Campbell was a Virginia legislator, political theorist, educational philosopher, lecturer, debater, 

preacher, and religious journalist.
31

 His published writings reportedly fill 60 volumes.
32

 

 

Initially, buildings of both these movements were generally simple in design and 

construction. Worship was often held outdoors or in tents near creeks or rivers in case there was 

need of a baptism. Crosses and other ornamentation were not common until the late 1800s. 

Services typically consisted of praising God in song, reading scripture, praying, taking an 

offering, the Lordôs Supper, and a sermon, but not necessarily in any particular order. 

 

Through their various writings, Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone became familiar 

with each other. They mutually agreed that their beliefs were in concert, and on January 1, 1832, 

Stone, representing the ñChristiansò, and ñRaccoonò John Smith, representing the ñDisciplesò, 

met in Lexington and agreed on the basic aims of their movements, uniting with a formal 

handshake.
33

 The leaders of these groups still did not want to form a denomination, calling their 

efforts a ñmovementò (or the ñStone-Campbellò movement, as others referred to them) for many 

years. Nonetheless, some of these independent congregations had local, regional, and state-wide 

meetings. The first general (or national) convention met in Cincinnati in 1849 as a ñsociety of 

individualsò and created the American Christian Missionary Society. In 1851, the Stone-

Campbell movement dispatched its first foreign missionary: Dr. James Barclay began 

evangelistic work in Jerusalem. It wasnôt until national conventions in the 1960s that the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) restructured their loose organization into a more formal 

denomination. 

 

 In September of 1845, Alexander Campbell traveled to St. Louis and then by stage to 

Columbia where around 150 Missouri Christian churches were holding an annual state meeting, 

representing about 15,000 people. Campbell made another long tour of Missouri in October of 

1852.
34

 Since the route Campbell traveled passed through Millersburg, he may have stopped and 

preached there: ñAfter a most enjoyable stay in Columbia, Campbell headed east and spent the 

                                                 
29

 Digital copies can be found http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/acampbell/tmh/MH0100.HTM  
30

 See for example http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/rrichardson/mac/MAC207.HTM  
31

 www.mun.ca/rels/testmov/texts/fpower/etc/HDDOC.HTM 
32

 www.1st-christian-church.org/WorshipHistoryPaper.htm  
33

see http://www.transy.edu/pages/lilly/doc_history.pdf  
34

 Richardson, Robert. 1869. Memoirs of Alexander Campbell.  J.B. Lippincott and Co., Philadelphia. 

http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/acampbell/tmh/MH0100.HTM
http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/rrichardson/mac/MAC207.HTM
http://www.mun.ca/rels/testmov/texts/fpower/etc/HDDOC.HTM
http://www.1st-christian-church.org/WorshipHistoryPaper.htm
http://www.transy.edu/pages/lilly/doc_history.pdf


    

night near Millersburg. The next morning, the party reached Fulton in time for him to address a 

large crowd gathered at the church.ò
35

 

 
Millersburg lies on the line between Columbia and Fulton. 

 

 

Walter Scott (1796-1861), an important early figure in this movement, first met 

Alexander Campbell in the winter of 1821-1822 and quickly discovered that he similarly 

believed that denominational creed should be abolished. He preached widely in Pennsylvania, 

Ohio, Kentucky, and Virginia, converting and baptizing many, and writing many articles for The 

Christian Baptist and The Millennial Harbinger.
36

 

 

Raccoon John Smith (1784-1868), another important person early in this movement, was 

born in east Tennessee, and received little formal education. But Alexander Campbell said of 

him, ñHe is the only man I ever knew who would have been spoiled by a college education.ò  As 

a young man, he began reading Campbellôs Christian Baptist. He had already renounced 

Calvinism, and he traveled throughout Kentucky preaching and working toward the unification 

of all Christians. He attended a state meeting of Christian churches in Columbia Missouri in 

1858, preaching and evangelizing along the way. After his wife died in 1861, he lived with his 

daughter, Emily Ringo, in Mexico, Missouri, until his own death.
37

 

 

 

 

                                                 
35

 Hamlin, Griffith. 1986. Remember, Renew, Rejoice. Sesquicentennial Committee of the Christian Church 
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Drawing of the Campbellôs Brush Run Church. 

 

 

 

 

 


